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ADVERTISEMENT.

I~ introducing to the notice of the British Public, Mr. Pro-
fessor GreeNLEAF's Harmony of the Four Gospels, the pub-
lishers have much satisfaction in announcing, that it has become
a Standard Work in the United States of America: and its
intrinsic value has induced them to make it known, in the
hope of promoting its circulation, in this country.

The spirit of infidelity is far more restless and active on the
other side of the Atlantic, than, happily, it has been in our
highly-favoured land : and, in consequence, it has called forth
some of the most able and powerful minds to correct and
subdue it. Among these advocates of Divine Revelation, the
profound lawyer, Professor Greenleaf, holds a most honourable
and distinguished place; and his work may justly be regarded
as combining sound and practical knowledge with well-directed
zeal and piety. Its character has been very-fairly appreciated
in two leading North American journals, from which the follow-
ing extracts are made, as indicative of its contents, and also
of the high estimation in which its learned author is deservedly
held in his own country.

EXTRACT OF A NOTICE OP PROFESSOR GREENLEAP ON THE FOUR GOSPELS,
OCTOBER 24, 1846, IN “THR NEW YORK OBSERVER.”

Taz Author is » lawyer, very learned in his profession, acute, critical and used
to raising and meeting practical doubts. Author of a treatise on the law of evidence,
which has already become a classic in the hands of the profession which he adorns,
and teaches in one of the Law Seminaries which do honour to our country in the

eyes of Europe, he brings rare qualifications for the task he assumes. That he
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should, with the understanding and from the heart, accept the Gospel as the truth,
avow it as his Hope, and seek to discharge a duty to his fellow-men by laying before
them the grounds on which he founds this acceptance and this hope, are cheering
circumstances to the Christian, and present strong appeals to the indifferent.

To his profession, to the lawyers of the country, however, this work makes a
strong appeal. They are a very secular profession. Their business is almost
wholly conversant with material interests. Their time is absorbed in controversies,
of passion, or of interest. Acute, critical, and disputatious, they apparently present
a field unpropitious for the acceptance of a religion, spiritual, disinterested, and
insisting on perfect holiness. Still, they necessarily need to know and must enforce
therules of finding truth and justice ; the principles for ascertaining truth and dispens-
ing justice are the great subjects of all their discussions, so far as they are discussions
of any general principle. From this cause it is, that this profession has numbered
among its members, in every age, Christians of great eminence, and in our own day
and country, we cannot turn to the eminent men of this profession in any large
community, without the satisfaction of finding our Faith embraced by those whose’
habits of practical as well as speculative investigation, render them evidently the
best able to appreciate ita claims and to detect any imperfections in its proof.

So we trust it always may be; and we are assured that the best models of
the mode of investigating matters of legal controversy as the proof of facts, are
writings on the evidences. Paley’s treatise and that of Chalmers, on the oral
testimony in favour of Christ’s mission, Paley’s examination of the writings of the
apostle Paul, are, we are assured, the best models extant for forming the habit of
examining oral and documentary evidence. These are subjects on which it is of vital
importance, in a secular view, that a lawyer’s habits should be right : in a spiritual
view the importance is unspeakable. Mr. Greenleaf has doubtless felt this truth,
and has also felt that his position would give to his labours some authority with his
brethren and with the publicc. He has given himself honourably to the labour,
and spread its results before the world.

1t is long since Infidelity has found its advocates among the truly learned. Among
the guesses and speculations of a small portion of unsanctified medical men, she still
finds now and then a champion. Historians and philosophers have long since
discussed her pretensions. And now from the Jurists and Lawyers, the practical
masters of this kind of investigation, works are appearing, whereby not only an
earnest reception of thé Gospel is manifested, but the mode and means of investiga-
tion are pointed outand shown to correspond with those principles of action and of
credit by which all human affairs are governed,

We lose in respect to our own investigations on this subject by its very sacredness
We have an idle dread, that it is not open to free investigation : to severe practical
tests. We need to be invited, to be pressed to examine this subject freely. Dr.
Chalmers in one department of this inquiry has led the way. Mr. Greenleaf in
another has also presented an example. And it will not be competent, after these
men have thus investigated and taught the rules and laws of investigation, for any
man who is not willing to arrogate superior claims to learning and ability, to turn
aside supercilioualy from an examination of the Gospels.

Such are our views of this work, which we commend to all: to the legal
profession, from the character of its topics and the rank of its anthor: to men
desirous of knowledge, in every rank in life, because of its presenting this subject
under such a treatment as every-day practical questions are treated with.
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It does not touch the intrinsic evidences of the Gospel : those which to the
believer are, after all, the highest proofs. But it is to be remembered, that these
are proofs which are not satisfactory until an examination of the outward evidences
has led to the conviction, that the Gospels cannot be false.

FROM THE “ NOBRTH AMERICAN REVIEW.”

Professor Greerleaf on the Gospels, and Strauss’ « Life of Jesus.”—Of course we
place the titles of these two books together only by way of contrast. They relate,
it is true, to the same general subject ; but it is hard to conceive of two works more
unlike in their scope, character, and purpose. The object of the one is to prove,
and of the other to disprove, the Christian religion. The one is the production of
an able and profound lawyer, a man who has grown grey in the halls of justice and
the schools of jurisprudence,—a writer of the highest authority on legal subjects,
whoee life has been spent in weighing testimony and sifting evidence, and whose
published opinions on the rules of evidence are received as authoritative in all the
English and American tribunals,—for fourteen years the highly respected colleague
of the late Mr. Justice Story, and now the honoured head of the most distinguished
and prosperous school of English law in the world. The other is the work of a
German professor and speculatist, also profoundly learned in his way,—an ingenious
and erring framer of theories of the moet striking character, almost unheard of till his
brain either conceived them or gave them currency, though relating to topics with
which men have been familiar for eighteen centuries,—a subtle controversialist,
whoee work, as he himself avows, is deeply tinged with the most strongly marked
peculiarities of the philosophy and theology of his countrymen. We presume the
most ardent admirer of Dr. Strauss will not object to our characterising the two
works as excellent specimens, the one of clear and shrewd English common sense,
the other of German erudition, laborious diligence, and fertility in original
speculation. And if the subject of inquiry were one that involved his own temporal
and immediate interests, and it were necessary to determine which of these two
writers would give the wiser and safer counsel, or the more trustworthy opinion, we
suppose the same person would agree with us in making the choice.

On the publishers announcing to Professor Greenleaf their
wish to introduce his Harmony to the notice of the British
Public, he with equal promptitude and kindness communicated
to them some important additions to his Introduction, and also
numerous valuable notes, more particularly adapted to the use
of Theological Students. These are now printed for the first
time: and at the suggestion of a very eminent and learned
clergyman of the Established Church, the publishers have added
in an Appendix an accurate and elegant translation of the late
learned French Advocate, A. M. J. J. Dupin’s Refutation of
the eminent Jewish writer, Joseph Salvador’s “ Trial and



vi ADVERTISEMENT.

Condemnation of Jesus,” exccuted by the late distinguished
American Lawyer and Statesman, JomN Pickerine, LL.D.,
Counsellor at Law, and President of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences (sometime Secretary to the American
Embassy in this country); who has most truly characterised
M. Dupin’s examination of Salvador, as being * conducted
with an ability, learning, animation, and interest, that leave
nothing to be desired.”




TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION.

GENTLEMEN,

Tae subject of the following work I hope will not be
deemed so foreign to our professional pursuits, as to render it
improper for me to dedicate it, as I now respectfully do, to you.
If a close examination of the evidences of Christianity may be
expected of one class of men more than another, it would seem
incambent on us, who make the law of evidence one of our
peculiar studies. Our profession leads us to explore the mazes
of falsehood, to detect its artifices, to pierce its thickest veils, to
follow and expose its sophistries, to compare the statements of
different witnesses with severity, to discover truth and separate
it from error. Our fellow-men are well aware of this; and
probably they act upon this knowledge more generally, and
with a more profound repose, than we are in the habit of
considering. The influence, too, of the legal profession upon
the community is unquestionably great; conversant, as it daily
is, with all classes and grades of men, in their domestic and
social relations, and in all the affairs of life, from the cradle to
the grave. This influence we are constantly exerting for good
or ill; and hence, to refuse to acquaint ourselves with the
evidences of the Christian religion, or to act as though, having
fully examined, we lightly esteemed them, is to assume an
appalling amount of responsibility.

The things related by the Evangelists are certainly of the
most momentous character, affecting the principles of our
conduct here, and our happiness for ever. The religion of
Jesus Christ aims at nothing less than the utter overthrow of
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all other systems of religion in the world; denouncing them as
inadequate to the wants of man, false in their foundations, and
dangerous in their tendency. It not only solicits the grave
attention of all, to whom its doctrines are presented, but it
demands their cordial belief, as a matter of vital concernment.
These are no ordinary claims; and it seems hardly possible for
a rational being to regard them with even a subdued interest ;
much less to treat them with mere indifference and contempt.
If not true, they are little else than the pretensions of a bold
imposture, which, not satisfied with having already enslaved
millions of the human race, seeks to continue its encroachments
upon human liberty, until all nations shall be subjugated under
its iron rule. But if they are well founded and just, they can
be no less than the high requirements of Heaven, addressed by
the voice of God to the reason and understanding of man,
concerning things deeply affecting his relations to his sovereign,
and essential to the formation of his character and of course to
his destiny, both for this life and for the life to come. Such
was the estimate taken of religion, even the religion of pagan
Rome, by one of the greatest lawyers of antiquity, when he
argued that it was either nothing at all, or was everything.
Aut undique religionem tolle, aut usquequagque conserva. *

With this view of the importance of the subject, and in the
hope that the present work may in some degree aid or at least
incite others to a more successful pursuit of this interesting
study, it is submitted to your kind regard, by

Your obedient servant,
Smorf GREENLEAF.

Harvarp University,
Dase Hari, May 1, 1846.

® Cicero, Philip. II § 43.
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THIS EDITION.

THE arrangement of the Gospels by Dr. Robinson was adopted in this
work, it being the latest published in the United States, and by a scholar
of the highest reputation. But by comparing his order with that of Arch-
bishop Newcome, a8 shown in contiguous columns in the Table of Contents
and Synopsis of the Harmony, it will be found that they differ only in a
very few unimportant particulars, not at all affecting the general scheme or
structure of the Harmony, or the purposes of this examination. I have,
however, in several places omitted their transposition of the verses of the
text, occurring within the limits of a section ; it being more convenient to

insert them in the order in which they were written by the Evangelists.

The preliminary Dissertation has been revised and enlarged, and some
further notes added to the text, which is printed conformably to the
common octavo edition of the American Bible Society, except in a few
places, where the article a was accidentally printed instead of am, in the
words an house, &ic.

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS,
March 1, 1847.



AN EXAMINATION,

ETC.

§ 1. IN examining the evidences of the Christian religion, it
is essential to the discovery of truth that we bring to the
investigation a mind freed, as far as possible, from existing
prejudice and open to conviction. There should be a readi-
ness, on our part, to investigate with candour, to follow the
truth wherever it may lead us, and to submit, without reserve
or objection, to all the teachings of this religion, if it be found
to be of divine origin. “There is no other entrance,” says
Lord Bacon, “to the kingdom of man, which is founded in
the sciences, than to the kingdom of heaven, into which no
one can enter but in the character of a little child.””* The
docility which true philosophy requires of her disciples is not
a spirit of servility, or the surrender of the reason and judg-
ment to whatsoever the teacher may inculcate; but it is a
mind free from all pride of opinion, not hostile to the truth
sought for, willing to pursue the inquiry and impartially to
weigh the arguments and evidence, and to acquiesce in the
judgment of right reason. The investigation, moreover, should
be pursued with the serious earnestness which becomes the
greatness of the subject—a subject fraught with such momentous
consequences to man. It should be pursued as in the presence
of God, and under the solemn sanctions created by a lively

* Nov. Org. 1.68. “ Ut non alius fere eit aditus ad regnum hominis, quod
fandatur in scientiis, quam ad regnum ccelorum, in quod, nisi sub persona infantis,
intrare non datur.”
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2 AN EXAMINATION, ETC.

sense of his omniscience, and of our accountability to him for
the right use of the faculties which he has bestowed.

§ 2. In requiring this candour and simplicity of mind in those
who would investigate the truth of our religion, Christianity
demands nothing more than is readily conceded to every branch
of human science. All these have their data, and their axioms;
and Christianity, too, has her first principles, the admission of
which is essential to any real progress in knowledge. ¢ Chris-
tianity,” says Bishop Wilson, “inscribes on the portal of her
dominions, ¢ Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child, shall in nowise enter therein.’ Christianity
does not profess to convince the perverse and headstrong, to
bring irresistible evidence to the daring and profane, to vanquish
the proud scorner, and afford evidences from which the careless
and perverse cannot possibly escape. This might go to destroy
man’s responsibility. All that Christianity professes, is to
propose such evidences as may satisfy the meek, the tractable,
the candid, the serious inquirer.” *

§ 8. The present design, however, is not to enter upon any
general examination of the evidences of Christianity, but to
confine the inquiry to the testimony of the Four Evangelists,
bringing their narratives to the tests to which other evidence is
subjected in human tribunals. The foundation of our religion
is a basis of fact—the fact of the birth, ministry, miracles,
death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. These are
related by the Evangelists as having actually occurred, within
their own personal knowledge. Our religion, then, rests on the
credit due to these witnesses. Are they worthy of implicit
belief, in the matters which they relate ? This is the question,
in all human tribunals, in regard to persons testifying before
them ; and we propose to test the veracity of these witnesses, by
the same rules and means which are there employed. The
importance of the facts testified, and their relations to the affairs
of the soul, and the life to come, can make no difference in the
principles or the mode of weighing the evidence. It is still the
evidence of matters of fact, capable of being seen and known

¢ Bishop Wilson’s Evidences, p. 38.



AN EXAMINATION, ETC. 3

and related, as well by one man as by another. And if the
testimony of the Evangelist, supposing it to be relevant and
material to the issue in a question of property or of personal
right, between man and man, in a court of justice, ought to be
believed and have weight; then, upon the like principles, it
ought to receive our entire credit here. But if, on the other
hand, we should be justified in rejecting it, if there testified on
oath, then, supposing our rules of evidence to be sound, we may
be excused if we hesitate elsewhere to give it credence.

§ 4. The proof that God has revealed himself to man by
special and express communications, and that Christianity
constitutes that revelation, is no part of these inquiries. This
has already been shown, in the most satisfactory manner, by
others, who have written expressly upon this subject.* Referring
therefore to their writings for the arguments and proofs, the
fact will here be assumed as true. That man is a religious
being, is universally conceded, for it has been seen to be
universally true. He is everywhere a worshipper. In every
age and country, and in every stage, from the highest intel-
lectual culture to the darkest stupidity, he bows with homage
to a superior Being. Be it the rude-carved idol of his own
fabrication, or the unseen divinity that stirs within him, it
is still the object of his adoration. This trait in the character
of man is so uniform, that it may safely be assumed, either
as one of the original attributes of his nature, or as necessarily
resulting from the action of one or more of those attributes.

§ 5. The object of man’s worship, whatever it be, will natu-
rally be his standard of perfection. He clothes it with every
attribute, belonging, in his view, to a perfect character; and
this character he himself endeavours to attain. He may not,
directly and consciously, aim to acquire every virtue of his
deity, and to avoid the opposite vices; but still this will be the
inevitable consequence of sincere and constant worship. As
in human society men become assimilated, hoth in manners

® See Dr. Hopkins’s Lowell Lectures, particularly Lect. 2. Bp. Wilson’s Evi-
d of Christianity, Vol.i. pp. 45—61. Horne’s Introduction, Vol i. pp. 1—39.
Mr. Horne having cited all the best English writers on this subject, it is sufficient to
refer to his work alone.

B 2
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and in moral principles, to their chosen associates, so in the
worship of whatever deity men adore, they “form to his the
relish of their souls.” To suppose, then, that God made man
capable of religion, and requiring it in order to the development
of the highest part of his nature, without communicating with
him, as a father, in those revelations which alone could per-
fect that nature, would be a reproach upon God, and a con-
tradiction.* '

§ 6. How it came to pass that man, originally taught, as
we doubt not he was, to know and to worship the true Jehovah,
is found, at so early a period of his history, a worshipper
of baser objects, it is foreign to our present purpose to in-
quire. But the fact is lamentably true, that he soon became
an idolater, a worshipper of moral abominations. The
Scythians and Northmen adored the impersonations of heroic
valour and of bloodthirsty and cruel revenge. The mythology
of Greece and of Rome, though it exhibited a few examples
of virtue and goodness, abounded in others of gross licen-
tiousness and vice. The gods of Egypt were reptiles, and
beasts and birds. The religion of Central and Eastern Asia
was polluted with lust and cruelty, and smeared with blood,
rioting, in deadly triumph, over all the tender affections of
the human heart and all the convictions of the human under-
standing. Western and Southern Africa and Polynesia are,
to this day, the abodes of frightful idolatry, cannibalism, and
cruelty ; and the aborigines of both the Americas are examples
of the depths of superstition to which the human mind may
be debased. In every quarter of the world, however, there is
a striking uniformity seen, in all the features of paganism.
The ruling principle of her religion is terror, and her deity
is lewd and cruel. Whatever of purity the earlier forms of
paganism may have possessed, it is evident from history that it
was of brief duration. Every form, which history has pre-
served, grew rapidly and steadily worse and more corrupt;
until the entire heathen world, before the coming of Christ, was
infected with that loathsome leprosy of pollution, described

* Hopkins's Lowell Lect., p. 48.
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with revolting vividness by St. Paul, in the beginning of his
Epistle to the Romans.

§ 7. So general and decided was this proclivity to the wor-
ship of strange gods, that, at the time of the deluge, only one
family remained faithful to Jehovah; and this was a family
which had been favoured with his special revelation. Indeed
it is evident that nothing but a revelation from God could
raise men from the degradation of pagan idolatry, because
nothing else has ever had that effect. If man could achieve
his own freedom from this bondage, he would long since have
been free. But instead of this, the increase of light and civili-
zation and refinement in the pagan world has but multiplied
the objects of his worship, added voluptuous refinements to its
ritual, and thus increased the number and weight of his
chains. In this respect there is no difference in their moral
condition, between the barbarous Scythian and the learned
Egyptian or Roman of ancient times, nor between the ignorant
African and the polished Hindu of our own day. The only
method, which has been successfully employed to deliver man
from idolatry, is that of presenting to the eye of his soul an
object of worship perfectly holy and pure, directly opposite, in
moral character, to the gods he had formerly adored. He
could not transfer to his deities a better character than he him-
self possessed. He must for ever remain enslaved to his idols,
unless a new and pure object of worship were revealed to him,
with a display of superior power sufficient to overcome his
former faith and his present fears, to detach his affections from
grosser objects, and to fix them upon that which alone is worthy.*
This is precisely what God, as stated in the Holy Scriptures,
has done. He rescued one family from idolatry in the Old
World, by the revelation of himself to Noah; he called a
distinct branch of this family to the knowledge of himself, in
the person of Abraham and his sons; He extended this favour

© 1t has been well remarked, that, if we regard man as in a state of innacence,
we should naturally expect that God would hold communications with him ; that if
we regard him as guilty, and as having lost the knowledge and moral image of God,
sach a communication would be absolutely necessary, if man was to be restored,—
Dr. Hopkins’s Lowell Lect., p. 62.
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to a whole nation, through the ministry of Moses; but it was
through that of Jesus Christ alone that it was communicated to
the whole world. In Egypt, by the destruction of all the
objects of the popular worship, God taught the Israelites that
he alone was the self-existent Almighty. At the Red Sea, he
emphatically showed them that he was the Protector and Saviour
of his people. At Sinai, he revealed himself as the righteous
Governor who required implicit obedience for men, and taught
them, by the strongly marked distinctions of the ceremonial
law, that he was a holy Being, of purer eyes than to behold
evil, and that could not look upon iniquity. The demerit of
sin was inculcated by the solemn infliction of death upon every
animal, offered as a propitiatory sacrifice. And when, by this
system of instruction, he had prepared a people to receive the
perfect revelation of the character of God, of the nature of his
worship, and of the way of restoration to his image and favour,
this also was expressly revealed by the mission of his Son.*

§ 8. That the books of the Old Testament, as we now have them,
are genuine; that they existed in the time of our Saviour, and
were commonly received and referred to among the Jews, as
the sacred books of their religion;t and that the text of the
Four Evangelists has been handed down to us in the state in
which it was originally written, that is, without having been
materially corrupted or falsified, either by heretics or Chris-
tians; are facts which we are entitled to assume as true, until
the contrary is shown.

The genuineness of these writings really admits of as little
doubt, and is susceptible of as ready proof, as that of any -
ancient writings whatever. The rule of municipal law on this
subject is familiar, and applies with equal force to all ancient
writings, whether documentary or otherwise ; and as it comes
first in order, in the prosecution of these inquiries, it may, for
the sake of mere convenience, be designated as our first rule.

¢ The argument here briefly sketched, is stated more at large, and with great
clearness and force, in an essay entitled « The Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation,”
pp. 13—107.

1 See Professor Stuart’s Critical History and Defence of the Old Testament
Canon, where this is abundantly proved.
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Every document, apparently ancient, coming from the proper
repository or custody, and bearing on its face no evident marks of
Jorgery, the law presumes to be genuine, and devolves on the
opposing party the burden of proving it to be otherwise.

§ 9. An ancient document, offered in evidence in our courts,
is said to come from the proper repository, when it is found in
the place where, and under the care of persons with whom, such
writings might naturally and reasonably be expected to be
found; for it is this custody which gives authenticity to docu-
ments found within it.* If they come from such a place, and
bear no evident marks of forgery, the law presumes that they
are genuine, and they are permitted to be read in evidence,
unless the opposing party is able successfully to impeach them.t
The burden of showing them to be false and unworthy of credit,
is devolved on the party who makes that objection. The pre-
sumption of law is the judgment of charity. It presumes that
every man is innocent until he is proved guilty ; that every-
thing has been done fairly and legally, until it is proved to have
been otherwise; and that every document, found in its proper
repository, and not bearing marks of forgery, is genuine. Now
this is precisely the case with the Sacred Writings. They have
oeen used in the church from time immemorial, and thus are
found in the place where alone they ought to be looked for.

* Per Tindal, Ch. Just., in the case of the Bishop of Meath v. the Marquis of
Winchester, 3 Bing. N. C. 183, 200, 201. It is when documents are found in
other than their proper places of deposit,” observed the Chief Justice, “ that the
investigation commences, whether it was reasonable and natural, under the circam-
stances of the particular case, to expect that they should have been in the place
where they are actually found ; for it is obvious, that, while there can be only one
place of deposit strictly and absolutely proper, there may be many and various, that
are reasonable and probable, though differing in degree, some being more so, some
less ; and in these cases the proposition to be determined is, whether the actual
custody is 8o reasonably and probably accounted for, that it impresses the mind
with the conviction that the instrument found in such custody must be genuine.”
See the cases cited in 1 Greenleaf on Evidence, § 142. See also 1 Stark. on
Evidence, pp. 332—335. 381—386, Croughton v. Blake, 12 Mees. & Welsb. 205,
208. Doe v. Phillips, 10 Jurist, p. 34. It is this defect, namely, that they do not
come from the proper or natural repository, which shows the fabulous character
of many pretended revelations, from the Gospel of the Infancy to the Book of
Mormon.

+ 1 Greenleaf on Evid. § 34, 142, 570.
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They come to us, and challenge our reception of them as genu-
ine writings, precisely as Domesday Book, the Ancient Statutes
of Wales, or any other of the ancient documents which have
recently been published under the British Record Commission,
are received. They are found in familiar use in all the churches
of Christendom, as the sacred books to which all denominations
of Christians refer, as the standard of their faith. There is no
pretence that they were engraven on plates of gold and dis-
covered in a cave, nor that they were brought from heaven
by angels; but they are received as the plain narratives
and writings of the men whose names they respectively
bear, made public at the time they were written; and though
there are some slight discrepancies among the copies subse-
quently made, there is no pretence that the originals were
anywhere corrupted. If it be objected that the originals are
lost, and that copies alone are now produced, the principles of
the municipal law here also afford a satisfactory answer. For
the multiplication of copies was a public fact, in the faithfulness
of which all the Christian community had an interest; and it is
a rule of law, that, in matters of public and general interest, all
persons must be presumed to be conversant, on the principle that
individuals are presumed to be conversant with their own affairs.
Therefore it is that, in such matters, the prevailing current of
assertion is resorted to as evidence, for it is to this that every
member of the community is supposed to be privy.* The per-
song, moreover, who multiplied these copies, may be regarded,
in some manner, as the agents of the Christian public, for
whose use and benefit the copies were made; and on the
ground of the credit due to such agents, and of the public
nature of the facts themselves, the copies thus made are entitled
to an extraordinary degree of confidence, and, as in the case of
official registers and other public books, it is not necessary that
they should be confirmed and sanctioned by the ordinary tests
of truth.t If any ancient document concerning our public

* Morewood v. Wood, 14 East, 329, n. Per Lord Kenyon. Weeks v. Sparke,
1 M. & S. 686 ; the Berkeley Peerage Case, 4 Campb. 416. Per Mansfield, Ch. J.
See 1 Greenleaf on Evidence, § 128.

+ 1 Starkie on Evidence, pp. 195, 230 ; 1 Greenleaf on Evidence, § 483.
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rights were lost, copies which had been as universally received
and acted upon as the Four Gospels have been, would have been
received in evidence in any of our courts of justice, without the
slightest hesitation. The entire text of the Corpus Juris Civilis
is received as authority in all the courts of continental Europe,
upon much weaker evidence of its genuineness ; for the integrity
of the Sacred Text has been preserved by the jealousy of oppos-
ing sects, beyond any moral possibility of corruption; while
that of the Roman Civil Law has been preserved only by tacit
consent, without the interest of any opposing school, to watch
over and preserve it from alteration.

§ 10. These copies of the Holy Scriptures having thus been
in familiar use in the churches, from the time when the text
was committed to writing ; having been watched with vigilance
by so many sects, opposed to each other in doctrine, yet all
appealing to these Scriptures for the correctness of their faith ;
and having in all ages, down to this day, been respected as the
authoritative source of all ecclesiastical power and government,
and submitted to, and acted under in regard to so many claims
of right, on the one hand, and so many obligations of duty, on
the other; it is quite erroneous to suppose that the Christian is
bound to offer any further proof of their genuineness or authen-
ticity. It is for the objector to show them spurious; for on
him, by the plainest rules of law, lies the burden of proof.* If
it were the case of a claim to a franchise, and a copy of an ancient
deed or charter were produced in support of the title, under
parallel circumstances on which to presume its genuineness, no
lawyer, it is believed, would venture to deny either its admissi-
bility in evidence, or the satisfactory character of the proof. In
a recent case in the House of Lords, precisely such a document,
being an old manuscript copy, purporting to have been extracted

* The arguments for the genuineness and authenticity of the books of the Holy
Scriptures are briefly, yet very fully stated, and almost all the writers of authority
are referred to by Mr. Horne, in his Introduction to the Study of the Holy Scrip-
tares, vol. i, passim. The same subject is discussed in a more popular manner in
the Lectures of Bp. Wilson, and of Bp. Sumner of Chester, on the Evidences of
Christianity ; and, in America, the same question, as it relates to the Gospels, has
been argued by Bp. M‘Ilvaine, in his Lectures.
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from ancient Journals of the House, which were lost, and to
have been made by an officer whose duty it was to prepare lists
of the Peers, was held admissible in a claim of peerage.*

§ 11. Supposing, therefore, that it is not irrational, nor in-
consistent with sound philosophy, to believe that God has made
a special and express revelation of his character and will to man,
and that the sacred books of our religion are genuine, as we
now have them ; we proceed to examine and compare the testi-
mony of the Four Evangelists, as witnesses to the life and
doctrines of Jesus Christ ; in order to determine the degree of
credit, to which, by the rules of evidence applied in human
tribunals, they are justly entitled. Our attention will naturally
be first directed to the witnesses themselves, to see who and
what manner of men they were ; and we shall take them in the
order of their writings; stating the prominent traits only in
their lives and characters, as they are handed down to us by

credible historians.

§ 12. MarrHEW, called also LEvi, was a Jew of Galilee, but
of what city is uncertain. He held the place of publican, or
tax-gatherer, under the Roman government, and his office seems
to have consisted in collecting the taxes within his district, as
well as the duties and customs levied on goods and persons,
passing in and out of his district or province, across the lake of
Genesareth. While engaged in this business, at the office or
usual place of collection, he was required by Jesus to follow
him, as one of his disciples; a command which he immediately
obeyed. Soon afterwards, he appears to have given a great
entertainment to his fellow-publicans and friends, at which
Jesus was present; intending probably both to celebrate his
own change of profession, and to give them an opportunity
to profit by the teaching of his new Master.t He was consti-
tuted one of the twelve apostles, and constantly attended the
person of Jesus as a faithful follower, until the crucifixion; and
after the ascension of his Master he preached the gospel for

* See the case of the Slane Peerage, 5 Clark & Finelly’s Rep., p. 24. See also
the case of the Fitzwalter Peerage, 10 Clark & Finelly’s Rep., p. 948.
+ Matt. ix. 10 ; Mark ii. 14, 15 ; Luke v. 29.
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some time, with the other apostles, in Judea, and afterwards in
Ethiopia, where he died.

He is generally allowed to have written first, of all the evan-
gelists; but whether in the Hebrew or the Greek language, or
in both, the learned are not agreed, nor is it material to our
purpose to inquire; the genuineness of our present Greek
gospel being sustained by satisfactory evidence* The precise
time when he wrote is also uncertain, the several dates given
to it among learned men, varying from a.p. 37 to aA.p. 64.
The earlier date, however, is argued with greater force, from
the improbability that the Christians would be left for several
years without a general and authentic history of our Saviour’s
ministry; from the evident allusions which it contains to a
state of persecution in the church at the time it was written ;
from the titles of sanctity ascribed to Jerusalem, and a higher
veneration testified for the temple than is found in the other
and later evangelists; from the comparative gentleness with
which Herod’s character and conduct are dealt with, that bad
prince probably being still in power; and from the frequent
mention of Pilate, as still governor of Judea.t

§ 13. That Matthew was himself a native Jew, familiar with
the opinions, ceremonies, and customs of his countrymen ; that
he was conversant with the Sacred Writings, and habituated to
their idiom ; a man of plain sense, but of little learning, except
what he derived from the Scriptures of the Old Testament ;
that he wrote seriously and from conviction, and had, on most
occasions, been present, and attended closely, to the transac-
tions which he relates, and relates, too, without any view of
applause to himself; are facts which we may consider esta-
blished by internal evidence, as strong as the nature of the case
will admit. It is deemed equally well proved, both by internal
evidence and the aid of history, that he wrote for the use of his
countrymen the Jews. Every circumstance is noticed which
might conciliate their belief, and every unnecessary expression
is avoided which might obstruct it. They looked for the Messiah,

¢ The authorities on this subject are collected in Horne’s Introduction, vol. iv.

Pp- 234-—238, part 2, chap. ii. sec. 2.
4+ See Horne’s Introduction, vol. iv. p. 229—232.
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of the lineage of David, and born in Bethlehem, in the circum-
stances of whose life the prophecies should find fulfilment, a
matter, in their estimation, of peculiar value; and to all these
this evangelist has directed their especial attention.*

§ 14. Allusion has been already made to his employment as
a collector of taxes and customs; but the subject is too impor-
tant to be passed over without further notice. The tribute im-
posed by the Romans upon countries conquered by their arms
was enormous. In the time of Pompey, the sums annually
exacted from their Asiatic provinces, of which Judea was one,
amounted to about four millions and a half sterling, or about
twenty-two millions of dollars. These exactions were made in
the usual forms of direct and indirect taxation; the rate of the
customs on merchandise varying from an eighth to a fortieth
part of the value of the commodity ; and the tariff including all
the principal articles of the commerce of the East, much of
which, as is well known, still found its way to Italy through
Palestine, as well as by the way of Damascus and of Egypt.
The direct taxes consisted of a capitation-tax and a land-tax,
assessed upon a valuation or census, periodically taken, under
the oath of the individual, with heavy penal sanctions.t It is
natural to suppose that these taxes were not voluntarily paid,
especially since they were imposed by the conqueror upon a
conquered people, and by a heathen, too, upon the people of the
house of Israel. The increase of taxes has generally been found
to multiply discontents, evasions and frauds on the one hand,
and, on the other, to increase vigilance, suspicion, close scrutiny,
and severity of exaction. The penal code, as revised by Theo-
dosius, will give us some notion of the difficulties in the way of
the revenue officers, in the earlier times of which we are speak-
ing. These difficulties must have been increased by the fact
that, at this period, a considerable portion of the commerce of

* See Campbell on the Four Gospels, vol. iii. pp. 85, 36; Preface to St. Matthew’s
Gospel, § 22, 23.

+ See Gibbon’s Rome, vol. i, ch. vi. and vol. iii, ch. xvii. and authorities there
cited. Cod. Theod. Lib. xi. tit. 1—28, with the notes of Gothofred. Gibbon treats
particularly of the revenues of a later period than our Saviour’s time ; but the
general course of proceeding, in the levy and collection of taxes, is not known to
have been changed since the beginning of the empire.
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that part of the world was carried on by the Greeks, whose in-
genuity and want of faith were proverbial. It was to such an
employment and under such circumstances, that Matthew was
educated; an employment which must have made him acquainted
with the Greek language, and extensively conversant with the
public affairs and the men of business of his time; thus entitling
him to our confidence, as an experienced and intelligent observer
of events passing before him. And if the men of that day were,
as in truth they appear to have been, as much disposed as those
of the present time, to evade the payment of public taxes and
duties, and to elude, by all possible means, the vigilance of the
revenue officers, Matthew must have been familiar with a great
variety of the forms of fraud, imposture, cunning, and deception,
and must have become habitually distrustful, scrutinizing, and
cautious; and, of course, much less likely to have been deceived
in regard to many of the facts in our Lord’s ministry, extraor-
dinary as they were, which fell under his observation. This
circumstance shows both the sincerity and the wisdom of Jesus,
in selecting him for an eye-witness of his conduct, and adds
great weight to the value of the testimony of this evangelist.

§ 15. Mark was the son of a pious sister of Barnabas, named
Mary, who dwelt at Jerusalem, and at whose house the early
Christians often assembled. His Hebrew name was John; the
surname of Mark having been adopted, as is supposed, when he
left Judea to preach the gospel in foreign countries; a practice
not anusual among the Jews of that age, who frequently, upon
such occasions, assumed a name more familiar than their own
to the people whom they visited. He is supposed to have been
converted to the Christian faith by the ministry of Peter. He
travelled from Jerusalem to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas,
and afterwards accompanied them elsewhere. When they landed
at Perga in Pamphylia, he left them and returned to Jerusalem ;
for which reason, when he afterwards would have gone with
them, Paul refused to take him. Upon this, a difference of
opinion arose between the two apostles, and they separated,
Barnabas taking Mark with him to Cyprus. Subsequently he
accompanied Timothy to Rome, at the express desire of Paul.
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From this city he probably went into Asia, where he found
Peter, with whom he returned to Rome, in which city he is
supposed to have written and published his Gospel. Such is
the outline of his history, as it is furnished by the New Testa-
ment.* The early historians add, that after this he went into
Egypt and planted a church in Alexandria, where he died.t+

§ 16. It is agreed that Mark wrote his Gospel for the use of
Gentile converts ; an opinion deriving great force from the ex-
planations introduced into it, which would have been useless to
a Jew ;] and that it was composed for those at Rome, is believed,
not only from the numerous Latinisms it contains, but from the
unanimous testimony of ancient writers, and from the internal
evidence afforded by the Gospel itself.

§ 17. Some have entertained the opinion that Mark com-
piled his account from that of Matthew, of which they supposed
it an abridgment. But this notion has been refuted by Koppe,
and others,§ and is now generally regarded as untenable. For
Mark frequently deviates from Matthew in the order of time, in
his arrangement of facts; and he adds many things not related
by the other evangelists ; neither of which a mere epitomizer
would probably have done. He also omits several things related
by Matthew, and imperfectly describes others, especially the
transactions of Christ with the apostles after the resurrection ;
giving no account whatever of his appearance in Galilee ; omis-
sions irreconcilable with any previous knowledge of the Gospel
according to Matthew. To these proofs we may add, that in
several places there are discrepancies between the accounts of
Matthew and Mark, not, indeed, irreconcilable, but sufficient
to destroy the probability that the latter copied from the
former.|| The striking coincidences between them, in style,
words, and things, in other places, may be accounted for by
considering that Peter, who is supposed to have dictated this

® Acts xii. 12,25 ; xiii. 5, 13 ; and xv. 36—4] ; 2 Tim. iv. 11; Phil. 24 ; Col. iv.
10; 1 Pet. v. 13. + Horne’s Introduction, vol. iv. pp. 252, 253.

1 Mark vii. 2, 11 ; and ix. 43, and elsewhere.

§ Mr. Norton has conclusively disposed of this objection, in his Evidences of the
Genuineness of the Gospels, vol. i. Additional Notes, sec. 2, pp. cXv—cxxxii.

II Compare Mark x. 46. and xiv. 69, and iv. 35,and i. 35, and ix. 28, with
Matthew’s narrative of the same events.
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Gospel to Mark, was quite as intimately acquainted as Matthew
with the miracles and discourses of our Lord ; which, therefore,
he would naturally recite in his preaching; and that the same
things might very naturally be related in the same manner, by
men who sought not after excellency of speech. Peter’s agency
in the narrative of Mark is asserted by all ancient writers, and
is confirmed by the fact, that his humility is conspicuous in
every part of it, where anything is or might be related of him
his weaknesses and fall being fully exposed, while things which
might redound to his honour, are either omitted or but slightly
mentioned ; that scarcely any transaction of Jesus is related,
at which Peter was not present, and that all are related with
that circumstantial minuteness which belongs to the testimony
of an eye-witness.* We may, therefore, regard the Gospel of
Mark as an original composition, written at the dictation of
Peter, and consequently as another original narrative of the life,
miracles, and doctrines of our Lord.

§ 18. Lukk, according to Eusebius, was a native of Antioch,
by profession a physician, and for a considerable period a com-
panion of the apostle Paul. From the casual notices of him in
the Scriptures, and from the early Christian writers, it has been
collected, that his parents were Gentiles, but that he in his
youth embraced Judaism, from which he was converted to
Christianity. The first mention of him is that he was with Paul
at Troas;+ whence he appears to have attended him to Jeru-
salem ; continued with him in all his troubles in Judea; and
sailed with him when he was sent a prisoner from Czsarea to
Rome, where he remained with him during his two years’
confinement. As none of the ancient fathers have mentioned
his having suffered martyrdom, it is generally supposed that
he died a natural death.

§ 19. That he wrote his Gospel for the benefit of Gentile
converts is affirmed by the unanimous voice of Christian anti-
quity; and it may also be inferred from its dedication to
a Gentile. He is particularly careful to specify various circum-

¢ See Horne’s Introd. vol. iv. pp. 252—259. + Acts xvi. 10, 11.
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stances conducive to the information of strangers, but not so to
the Jews; he gives the lineage of Jesus upwards, after the
manner of the Gentiles, instead of downwards, as Matthew had
done; tracing it up to Adam, and thus showing that Jesus was
the promised seed of the woman ; and he marks the eras of his
birth, and of the ministry of John, by the reigns of the Roman
emperors. He also has introduced several things, not mentioned
by the other evangelists, but highly encouraging to the Gentiles
to turn to God in the hope of pardon and acceptance ; of which
description are the parables of the publican and pharisee, in the
temple ; the lost piece of silver ; and the prodigal son; and the
fact of Christ’s visit to Zaccheus the publican, and the pardon
of the penitent thief.

§ 20. That Luke was a physician, appears not only from the
testimony of Paul,* but from the internal marks in his Gospel,
showing that he was both an acute observer, and had given
particular and even professional attention to all our Saviour’s
miracles of healing. Thus, the man whom Matthew and Mark
describe simply as a leper, Luke describes as full of leprosy ;t
he, whom they mention as having a withered hand, Luke says
had his right hand withered ;} and of the maid, of whom the
others say that Jesus took her by the hand and she arose, he
adds, that her spirit came to her again.§ He alone, with pro-
fessional accuracy of observation, says that virtue went out of
Jesus, and healed the sick;|| he alone states the fact that
the sleep of the disciples in Gethsemane was induced by ex-
treme sorrow ; and mentions the blood-like sweat of Jesus, as
occasioned by the intensity of his agony ; and he alone relates
the miraculous healing of Malchus’s ear.y That he was also a
man of a liberal education, the comparative elegance of his
writings sufficiently show.¥*

§ 21. The design of Luke’s Gospel was to supersede the

* Col. iv. 14, Luke, the beloved physician.

+ Luke v. 12 ; Matt. viii. 2 ; Mark i. 40,

1 Luke vi. 6 ; Matt. xii. 10 ; Mark iii. 1.

§ Luke viii. 55 ; Matt. ix. 256 ; Mark v. 42, Il Luke vi. 19.

9 Luke xxii. 44, 45, 5).

** See Horne’s Introd. vol. iv. pp. 260—272, where references may be found to
earlier writers.
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defective and inaccurate narratives them in circulation, and to
deliver to Theophilus, to whom it is addressed, a full and
authentic account of the life, doctrines, miracles, death and
resurrection of our Saviour. Who Theophilus was, the learned
are not perfectly agreed ; but the most probable opinion is that
of Dr. Lardner, now generally adopted, that, as Luke wrote
his Gospel in Greece, Theophilus was a man of rank in that
country.* Either the relations subsisting between him and
Luke, or the dignity and power of his rank, or both, induced
the evangelist, who himself also “had perfect understanding
of all things from the first,” to devote the utmost care to the
drawing up of a complete and authentic narrative of these great
events. He does not affirm himself to have been an eye-witness ;
though his personal knowledge of some of the transactions may
well be inferred from the “perfect understanding” which he
says he possessed. Some of the learned seem to have drawn
this inference as to them all, and to have placed him in the
class of original witnesses; but this opinion, though maintained
on strong and plausible grounds, is not generally adopted. If,
then, he did not write from his own personal knowledge, the
question is, what is the legal character of his testimony ?

§ 22. If it were “ the result of inquiries, made under compe-
tent public authority, concerning matters in which the publie
are concerned”t+ it would possess every legal attribute of an
inquisition, and, as such, would be legally admissible in evidence,
in a court of justice. To entitle such results, however, to our
full confidence, it is not necessary that they should be obtained
under a legal commission; it is sufficient if the inquiry is
gravely undertaken and pursued, by a person of competent
intelligence, sagacity and integrity. The request of a person in
authority, or a desire to serve the public, are, to all moral
intents, as sufficient a motive as a legal commission.} Thus,

* See Lardner’s Works, 8vo. vol. vi. pp. 138,139 ; 4to. vol. iii, pp. 203, 204 ;
and other authors, cited in Horne’s Introd. vol. iv. p. 267.

+ 2 Phillips on Evidence, p. 95, (9th edition.)

$ When Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury, in shooting at deer with a cross-bow,
in Bramsil park, accidentally killed the keeper, King James I. by a letter dated
Oct. 3, 1621, requested the Lord Keeper, the Lord Chief Justice, and others, to
inquire into the circumstances and consider the case and “the scandal that may

c
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we know that when complaint is made to the head of a depart-
ment, of official misconduct or abuse, existing in some remote
quarter, nothing is more common than to send some confiden-
tial person to the spot, to ascertain the facts and report them to
the department; and this report is confidently adopted as the
basis of its discretionary action, in the correction of the abuse,
or the removal of the offender. Indeed, the result of any
grave inquiry is equally certain to receive our confidence, though
it may have been voluntarily undertaken, if the party making it
had access to the means of complete and satisfactory information
upon the subject.* If, therefore, Luke’s Gospel were to be
regarded only as the work of a contemporary historian, it would
be entitled to our confidence. But it is more than this. It is
the result of careful inquiry and examination, made by a person
of science, intelligence and education, concerning subjects which
he was perfectly competent to investigate, and as to many of
which he was peculiarly skilled, they being cases of the cure of
maladies ; subjects, too, of which he already had the perfect
knowledge of a contemporary, and perhaps an eye-witness, but
beyond doubt, familiar with the parties concerned in the trans-
actions, and belonging to the community in which the events
transpired, which were in the mouthsof all; and the narrative,
moreover, drawn up for the especial use, and probably at the
request, of a man of distinction, whom it would not be for the
interest nor safety of the writer to deceive or mislead. Such a
document certainly possesses all the moral attributes of an in-
quest of office, or of any other official investigation of facts; and

have risen thereupon,” and to certify the King what it may amount to. Could there
be any reasonable doubt of their report of the facts, thus ascertained § See Spelman’s
Posthumous Works, p. 121.

* The case of the ill-fated steamer President farnishes an example of this sort of
inquiry. This vessel, it is well-known, sailed from New York for London in the
month of March, 1841, having on board many passengers, some of whom were highly
connected. The ship was soon overtaken by a storm, after which she was never
heard of. A few months afterwards a solemn inquiry was institated by three
gentlemen of respectability, one of whom was a British admiral, another was agent
for the underwriters at Lloyd’s, and the other a government packet agent, con-
cerning the time, circumstances and causes of that disaster; the result of which
was communicated to the public, under their hands. This document received
universal confidence, and no further inquiry was made.
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as such is entitled, in foro conscientie, to be adduced as original,
competent and satisfactory evidence of the matters it contains.

§ 23. JomN, the last of the evangelists, was the son of
Zebedee, a fisherman of the town of Bethsaida, on the sea of
Galilee. His father appears to have been a respectable man
in his calling, owning his vessel and having hired servants.*
His mother, too, was among those who followed Jesus and
“ ministered unto him+;” and to John himself, Jesus, when on
the cross, confided the care and support of his own mother.}
This disciple also seems to have been favourably known to the
high priest, and to have influence in his family; by means of
which he had the privilege of being present in his palace at
the examination of his Master, and of introducing also Peter,
his friend.§ He was the youngest of the apostles; was emi-
nently the object of our Lord’s regard and confidence; was on
various occasions admitted to free and intimate intercourse
with him; and is described as “ the disciple whom Jesus loved.” ||
Hence he was present at several scenes, to which most of the
others were not admitted. He alone, in company with Peter
and James, was present at the resurrection of Jairus’s daughter,
at the transfiguration on the mount, and at the agony of our
Saviourin the garden of Gethsemane.q He was the only apostle
who followed Jesus to the cross, he was the first of them at the
sepulchre, and he was present at the several appearances of our
Lord after his resurrection. These circumstances, together with
his intimate friendship with the mother of Jesus, especially
qualify him to give a circumstantial and authentic account of
the life of his Master. After the ascension of Christ, and the
effusion of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, John
became one of the chief apostles of the circumcision, exercising
his ministry in and near Jerusalem. From ecclesiastical history
we learn that, after the death of Mary the mother of Jesus,
he proceeded to Asia Minor, where he founded and presided
over seven churches, in as many cities, but resided chiefly at

* Mark i. 20. § Matt. xxvii. 55, 56 ; Mark xv. 40, 41.
+ John xix. 26, 27. | John xviii. 15, 16.
+ John xiii. 23. 9 Luke viii. 51 ; Matt. xvii. 1, and xxvi. 37.

c 2
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Ephesus. Thence he was banished, in Domitian’s reign, to the
isle of Patmos, where he wrote his Revelation. On the acces-
sion of Nerva he was freed from exile, and returned to Ephesus,
where he wrote his Gospel and Epistles, and died at the age of
one hundred years, about A.D. 100, in the third year of the
emperor Trajan.*

§ 24. The learned are not agreed as to the time when the
Gospel of John was written; some dating it as early as the
year 68, others as late as the year 98; but it is generally con-
ceded to have been written after all the others. That it could
not have been the work of some Platonic Christian of a subse-
quent age, a8 some have without evidence asserted, is manifest
from references to it by some of the early fathers, and from the
concurring testimony of many other writers of the ancient
Christian church.t

§ 25. That it was written either with especial reference to
the Gentiles, or at a period when very many of them had
become converts to Christianity, is inferred from the various
explanations it contains, beyond the other Gospels, which could
have been necessary only to persons unacquainted with Jewish
names and customs.] And that it was written after all the
others, and to supply their omissions, is concluded, not only
from the uniform tradition and belief in the church, but from
his studied omission of most of the transactions noticed by the
others, and from his care to mention several incidents which
they have not recorded. That their narratives were known to
him, is too evident to admit of doubt; while his omission to
repeat what they had already stated, or, where he does mention
the same things, his relating them in a brief and cursory
manner, affords incidental but strong testimony that he re-
garded their accounts as faithful and true.§

§ 26. Such are the brief histories of the men, whose narratives
we are to examine and compare; conducting the examination
and weighing the testimony by the same rules and principles

+ * This account is abridged from Horne's Introd. vol. iv. pp. 286—288.
+ Horne’s Introd. vol. iv. p. 289, and authors there cited.
1 See, among others, John i. 38, 41, and ii. 6, 13, and iv. 9, and xi. 55.
§ See Horne’s Introd. vol. iv. pp. 297, 298.
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which govern our tribunals of justice in similar cases. These
tribunals are in such cases governed by the following funda-
mental rule :—

In trials of fact, by oral testimony, the proper inquiry is not
whether it is possible that the testimony may be false, but whether
there is sufficient probability that it is true.

It should be observed that the subject of inquiry is matter of
fact, and not of abstract mathematical truth. The latter alone
is susceptible of that high degree of proof, usually termed
demonstration, which excludes the possibility of error, and
which therefore may reasonably be required in support of every
mathematical deduction. But the proof of matters of fact rests
upon moral evidence alone ; by which is meant not merely that
species of evidence which is employed in cases respecting moral
conduct, but all the evidence which we do not obtain either
from our own senses, from intuition, or from demonstration.
In the ordinary affairs of life we do not require nor expect
demonstrative evidence, because it is inconsistent with the
nature of matters of fact, and to insist on its production would
be unreasonable and absurd. And it makes no difference,
whether the facts to be proved relate to this life or to the next,
the nature of the evidence required being in both cases the
same. The error of the sceptic consists in pretending or sup-
posing that there is a difference in the nature of the evidence,
where there is no difference in the nature of the things to be
proved ; and in demanding demonstrative evidence concerning
things which are not susceptible of any other than moral evi-
dence alone, and of which the utmost that can be said is, that
there is no reasonable doubt of their truth.*

§ 27. In proceeding to weigh the evidence of any proposition
of fact, the previous question to be determined is, when may it
be said to be proved? The answer to this question is furnished
by another rule of municipal law, which may be thus stated :—

A proposition of fact is proved, when its truth is established by
competent and satisfactory evidence.

By competent evidence, is meant such as the nature of the

® See Gambier’s Guide to the Study of Moral Evidence, p. 121.
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thing to be proved requires; and by satisfactory evidence, is
meant that amount of proof, which ordinarily satisfies an unpre-
judiced mind, beyond any reasonable doubt. The circumstances
which will amount to this degree of proof can never be pre-
viously defined ; the only legal test to which they can be sub-
jected is, their sufficiency to satisfy the mind and conscience of
a man of common prudence and discretion, and so to convince
him, that he would venture to act upon that conviction in
matters of the highest concern and importance to his own
interest.* If, therefore, the subject is a problem in mathe-
matics, its truth is to be shown by the certainty of demon-
strative evidence. But if it is a question of fact in human
affairs, nothing more than moral evidence can be required, for
this is the best evidence which, from the nature of the case, is
attainable. Now as the facts, stated in Scripture History, are
not of the former kind, but are cognizable by the senses, they
may be said to be proved when they are established by that
kind and degree of evidence which, as we have just observed,
would, in the affairs of human life, satisfy the mind and con-
science of a common man. When we have this degree of
evidence, it is unreasonable to require more. A juror would
violate his oath, if he should refuse to acquit or condemn a
person charged with an offence, where this measure of proof
was adduced.

§ 28. Proceeding further, to inquire whether the facts related
by the Four Evangelists are proved by competent and satisfac-
tory evidence, we are led, first, to consider on which side lies
the burden of establishing the credibility of the witnesses.
On this point the municipal law furnishes a rule, which is
of constant application in all trials by jury, and is indeed the
dictate of that charity which thinketh no evil.

In the absence of circumstances which gyenerate suspicion,
every witness is to be presumed credible, until the contrary is
shown ; the burden of impeaching his credibility lying on the
objector.+

* 1 Stark. Evid. pp. 514, 577 ; 1 Greenl. on Evid. §§ 1,2 ; Wills on Circum-
stantial Evid,, p. 2 ; Whately’s Logic, b. iv. ch. iii. § 1.
+ See 1 Stark. Evid. pp. 16, 480, 521,
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This rule serves to show the injustice with which the writers
of the Gospels have ever been treated by infidels; an in;ustu:e
silently acquiesced in even by Christians; in requiring the
Christian affirmatively, and by positive evidence, aliunde, to
establish the credibility of his witnesses above all others, before
their testimony is intitled to be considered, and in permitting
the testimony of a single profane writer, alone and uncor-
roborated, to outweigh that of any single Christian. This is
not the course in courts of chancery, where the testimony of a
single witness is never permitted to outweigh the oath even of
the defendant himself, interested as he is in the cause; but, on
the contrary, if the plaintiff, after having required the oath of
his adversary, cannot overthrow it by something more than
the oath of one witness, however credible, it must stand as
evidence against him. But the Christian writer seems, by the
usual course of the argument, to have been deprived of the
common presumption of charity in his favour ; and reversing the
ordinary rule of administering justice in human tribunals, his
testimony is unjustly presumed to be false, until it is proved
to be true. This treatment moreover, has been applied to them
all in a body; and, without due regard to the fact, that, being
independent historians, writing at different periods, they are
entitled to the support of each other: they have been treated, in
the argument, almost as if the New Testament were the entire
production, at once, of a body of men, conspiring by a joint
fabrication, to impose a false religion upon the world. It is
time that this injustice should cease ; that the testimony of the
evangelists should be admitted to be true, until it can be
disproved by those who would impugn it; that the silence of
one sacred writer on any point, should no more detract from
his own veracity or that of the other historians, than the like
circumstance is permitted to do among profane writers; and
that the Four Evangelists should be admitted in corroboration
of each other, as readily as Josephus and Tacitus, or Polybius
and Livy.*

* This subject has been treated by Dr. Chalmers, in his Evidences of the
Christian Revelation, chapter iii. The following extract from his observations will
not be unacceptable to the reader. “In other cases, when we compare the narra-
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§ 29. But if the burden of establishing the credibility of
the evangelists were devolved on those who affirm the truth
of their narratives, it is still capable of a ready moral demon-
stration, when we consider the nature and character of the
testimony, and the essential marks of difference between true
narratives of facts and the creations of falsehood. It is univer-
sally admitted that the credit to be given to witnesses depends

tives of contemporary historians, it is not expected that all the circumstances alluded
to by one will be taken notice of by the rest ; and it often happens that an event or
a custom is admitted upon the faith of a single historian ; and the silence of all
other writers is not suffered to attach suspicion or discredit to his testimony. It is
an allowed principle, that a scrupulous resemblance betwixt two histories is very
far from necessary to their being held consistent with one another. And what is
more, it sometimes happens that, with contemporary historians, there may be an
apparent contradiction, and the credit of both parties remain as entire and un-
suspicious as before. Posterity is, in these cases, disposed to make the most
liberal allowances. Instead of calling it a contradiction, they often call it a
difficulty. They are sensible that, in many instances a seeming variety of statement
has, upon a more extensive knowledge of ancient history, admitted of a perfect
reconciliation. Instead, then, of referring the difficulty in question to the inac-
curacy or bad faith of any of the parties, they, with more justness and more
modesty, refer it to their own ignorance, and to that obscurity which necessarily
hangs over the history of every remote age. These principles are suffered to have
great influence in every secular investigation ; but so soon as, instead of a secular, it
becomes a sacred investigation, every ordinary principle is abandoned, and the
suspicion annexed to the teachers of religion is carried to the dereliction of all that
candour and liberality with which every other document of antiquity is judged of
and appreciated. How does it happen that the authority of Josephus should be
acquiesced in as a first principle, while every step, in the narrative of the evangelists,
must have foreign testimony to confirm and support iti How comes it, that the
silence of Josephus should be construed into an impeachment of the testimony of
the evangelists, while it is never admitted, for a single moment, that the silence of
the evangelists can impart the slightest blemish to the testimony of Josephus?
How comes it, that the supposition of two Philips in one family should throw a
damp of scepticism over the Gospel narrative, while the only circumstance which
renders that supposition necessary is the single testimony of Josephus ; in which
very testimony it is necessarily implied that there are two Herods in that same
familyt How comes it, that the evangelists, with as much internal, and a vast
deal more of external evidence in their favour, should be made to stand before
Josephus, like s0 many prisoners at the bar of justice! In any other case, we are
convinced that this would be looked upon as rough handling. But we are not sorry
for it. It has given more triumph and confidence to the argument. And it is no
small addition to our faith, that its first teachers have survived an examination,
which, in point of rigour and severity, we believe to be quite unexampled in the
annals of criticism.” See Chalmers’s Evidences, pp. 72-74.
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chiefly on their ability to discern and comprehend what was
before them, their opportunities for observation, the degree of
accuracy with which they are accustomed to mark passing
events, and their integrity in relating them. The rule of muni-
cipal law on this subject embraces all these particulars, and is
thus stated by a legal text-writer of the highest repute.

The credit due to the testimony of witnesses depends upon, firstly,
their honesty ; secondly, their ability; thirdly, their number and the

. consistency of their testimony ; fourthly, the conformity of their
testimony with experience; and fifthly, the coincidence of their testi-
mony with collateral circumstances.*

Let the evangelists be tried by these tests.

§ 30. Andfirst, as to their honesty. Here they are entitled to
the benefit of the general course of human experience, that men
ordinarily speak the truth, when they have no prevailing motive
or inducement to the contrary. This presumption, to which we
have before alluded, is applied in courts of justice, even to
witnesses whose integrity is not wholly free from suspicion;
much more is it applicable to the evangelists, whose testimony
went against all their worldly interests. The great truths
which the apostles declared, were, that Christ had risen from
the dead, and that only through repentance from sin, and faith
in him, could men hope for salvation. This doctrine they
asserted with one voice, everywhere, not only under the greatest
discouragements, but in the face of the most appalling terrors
that can be presented to the mind of man. Their master had
recently perished as a malefactor, by the sentence of a public
tribunal. His religion sought to overthrow the religions of the
whole world. The laws of every country were against the
teachings of his disciples. The interests and passions of all the
rulers and great men in the world were against them. The
fashion of the world was against them. Propagating this new
faith, even in the most inoffensive and peaceful manner, they
could expect nothing but contempt, opposition, revilings, bitter
persecutions, stripes, imprisonments, torments and cruel deaths.
Yet this faith they zealously did propagate; and all these

* See 1 Stark. Evid. pp. 480, 545,
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miseries they endured undismayed, nay, rejoicing. As one
after another was putto a miserable death, the survivors only
prosecuted their work with increased vigour and resolution. The
annals of military warfare afford scarcely an example of the like
heroic constancy, patience and unblenching courage. They
had every possible motive to review carefully the grounds of their
faith, and the evidences of the great facts and truths which
they asserted; and these motives were pressed upon their
attention with the most melancholy and terrific frequency.
It was therefore impossible that they could have persisted in
affirming the truths they have narrated, had not Jesus actually
risen from the dead, and had they not known this fact as
certainly as they knew any other fact.* If it were morally
possible for them to have been deceived in this matter, every
human motive operated to lead them to discover and avow their
error. To have persisted in so gross a falsehood, after it was
known to them, was not only to encounter, for life, all the evils
which man could inflict, from without, but to endure also the
pangs of inward and conscious guilt; with no hope of future
peace, no testimony of a good conscience, no expectation of
honour or esteem among men, no hope of happiness in this life,
or in the world to come.

§ 31. Such conduct in the apostles would moreover have
been utterly irreconcilable with the fact, that they possessed
the ordinary constitution of our common nature. Yet their
lives do show them to have been men like all others of our
race; swayed by the same motives, animated by the same
hopes, affected by the same joys, subdued by the same sorrows,
agitated by the same fears, and subject to the same passions,
temptations and infirmities, as ourselves. And their writings
show them to have been men of vigorous understandings. If

¢ If the witnesses could be supposed to have been bisssed, this would not destroy
their testimony to matters of fact ; it would only detract from the weighit of their
judgment in matters of opinion. The rule of law on this subject has been thus
stated by Dr. Lushington : % When you examine the testimony of witnesses nearly
connected with the parties, and there is nothing very peculiar tending to destroy
their credit, when they depose to mere facts, their testimony is to be believed ;
when they depose as to matter of opinion, it is to be received with suspicion.”
Dillon v. Dillon, 3 Curteis's Eccl. Rep. pp. 96,102,



AN EXAMINATION, ETC. 217

then their testimony was not true, there was no possible motive
for its fabrication.

§ 32. It would also have been irreconcilable with the fact
that they were good men. But it is impossible to read their
writings, and not feel that we are conversing with men eminently
holy, and of tender consciences, with men acting under an
abiding sense of the presence and omniscience of God, and of
their accountability to him, living in his fear, and walking in
his ways. Now, though, in a single instance, a good man may
fall, when under strong temptations, yet he is not found per-
sisting, for years, in deliberate falsehood, asserted with the
most solemn appeals to God, without the slightest temptation
or motive, and against all the opposing interests which reign in
the human breast. If, on the contrary, they are supposed to
have been bad men, it is incredible that such men should have
chosen this form of imposture ; enjoining, as it does, unfeigned
repentance, the utter forsaking and abhorrence of all falsehood
and of every other sin, the practice of daily self-denial, self-
abasement and self-sacrifice, the crucifixion of the flesh with all
its earthly appetites and desires, indifference to the honours,
and hearty contempt of the vanities of the world; and incul-
cating perfect purity of heart and life, and intercourse of the
soul with heaven. It is incredible, that bad men should invent
falsehoods, to promote the religion of the God of truth. The
sapposition is suicidal. If they did believe in a future state of
retribution, a heaven and a hell hereafter, they took the most
certain course, if false witnesses, to secure the latter for their
portion. And if| still being bad men, they did not believe in
future punishment, how came they to invent falsehoods, the
direct and certain tendency of which was to destroy all their
prospects of worldly honour and happiness, and to ensure their
misery in this life? From these absurdities there is no escape,
but in the perfect conviction and admission that they were
good men, testifying to that which they had carefully observed
and considered, and well knew to be true.*

* This subject has been so fully treated by Dr. Paley, in his view of the Evidencos
of Christianity, Part 1., Prop. I., that it is unnecessary to pursue it farther in this
place.
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§ 83. Inthe second place, as to their ability. The text writer
before cited observes, that the ability of a witness to speak
the truth, depends on the opportunities which he has had for
observing the fact, the accuracy of his powers of discerning,
and the faithfulness of his memory in retaining the facts, once
observed and known.* Of the latter trait, in these witnesses,
we of course know nothing; nor have we any traditionary
information in regard to the accuracy of their powers of dis-
cerning. But we may well suppose that in these respects they
were like the generality of their countrymen, until the contrary
is shown by an objector. It is alwaysto be presumed that men
are honest, and of sound mind, and of the average and ordinary
degree of intelligence. This is not the judgment of mere
charity ; it is also the uniform presumption of the law of the
land ; a presumption which is always allowed freely and fully to
operate, until the fact is shown to be otherwise, by the party
who denies the applicability of this presumption to the particu-
lar case in question. Whenever an objection is raised in oppo-
sition to the ordinary presumptions of law, or to the ordinary
experience of mankind, the burden of proof is devolved on the
objector, by the common and ordinary rules of evidence, and of
practice in courts. No lawyer is permitted to argue in dis-
paragement of the intelligence or integrity of a witness, against
whom the case itself afforded no particle of testimony. This is
sufficient for our purpose, in regard to these witnesses. But
more than this is evident, from the minuteness of their narra-
tives, and from their history. Matthew was trained, by his
calling, to habits of severe investigation and suspicious scrutiny ;
and Luke’s profession demanded an exactness of observation
equally close and searching. The other two evangelists, it has
been well remarked, were as much too unlearned to forge the
story of their Master’s life, as these were too learned and acute -
to be deceived by imposture.

§ 34. In the third place, as to their number and the consist-
ency of their testimony. The character of their narratives is
- like that of all other true witnesses, containing, as Dr. Paley
observes, substantial truth, under circumstantial variety. There

* 1 Stark. Evid., pp. 483, 548.
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is enough of discrepancy to show that there could have been no
previous concert among them ; and at the same time such sub-
stantial agreement as to show that they all were independent
narrators of the same great transaction, as the events actually
occurred. That they conspired to impose falsehood upon the
world is, moreover, utterly inconsistent with the supposition
that they were honest men; a fact, to the proofs of which we
have already adverted. But if they were bad men, still the idea -
of any conspiracy among them is negatived, not only by the
discrepancies alluded to, but by many other circumstances
which will be mentioned hereafter ; from all which, it is manifest
that if they concerted a false story, they sought its accomplish-
ment by a mode quite the opposite to that which all others are
found to pursue, to attain the same end. On this point the
profound remark of an eminent writer is to our purpose ; that
“in a number of concurrent testimonies, where there has been
no previous concert, there is a probability distinct from that
which may be termed the sum of the probabilities resulting
from the testimonies of the witnesses; a probability which
would remain, even though the witnesses were of such a cha-
racter as to merit no faith at all. This probability arises
from the concurrence itself. That such a concurrence should
spring from chance, is as one to infinite; that is, in other
words, morally impossible. If therefore concert be excluded,
there remains no cause but the reality of the fact.”’*

§ 35. The discrepancies between the narratives of the several
evangelists, when carefully examined, will not be found sufficient
to invalidate their testimony. Many seeming contradictions
will prove, upon closer scrutiny, to be in substantial agreement ;
and it may be confidently asserted that there are none that
will not yield, under fair and just criticism. If these different
accounts of the same transactions were in strict verbal con-
formity with each other, the argument against their credibility
would be much stronger. All that is asked for these witnesses
is, that their testimony may be regarded as we regard the testi-
mony of men in the ordinary affairs of life. This they are

s Campbell’s Philosophy of Rhetoric, c. v. b. 1. Part 3, p. 125. Whately’s
Rhetoric, Part 1. ch. 2. § 4. 1 Stark. Evid,, p. 487.
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justly entitled to; and this no honourable adversary can refuse.
We might, indeed, take higher ground than this, and confidently
claim for them the severest scrutiny; but our present purpose
is merely to try their veracity by the ordinary tests of truth,
admitted in human tribunals.

§ 36. If the evidence of the evangelists is to be rejected
because of a few discrepancies among them, we shall be
obliged to discard that of many of the contemporaneous his-
tories on which we are accustomed to rely. Dr. Paley has
noticed the contradiction between Lord Clarendon and Burnett
and others in regard to Lord Strafford’s execution ; the former
stating that he was condemned to be hanged, which was done
on the same day ; and the latter all relating that on a Saturday
he was sentenced to the block, and was beheaded on the fol-
lowing Monday. Another striking instance of discrepancy has
since occurred, in the narratives of the different members of the
royal family of France, of their flight from Paris to Varennes,
in 1792. These narratives, ten in number, and by eye-
witnesses and personal actors in the transactions they relate,
contradict each other, some on trivial and some on more
essential points, but in every case in a wonderful and inex-
plicable manner.¥ Yet these contradictions do not, in the
general public estimation, detract from the integrity of the
narrators, nor from the credibility of their relations. In the
points in which they agree, and which constitute the great

¢ See the Quarterly Review, vol. xxviii, p. 465. These narrators were, the
Duchess D’Angouléme herself, the two Mesars. De Bouills, the Duc De Choiseul,
his servant, James Brissac, Messrs. De Damas and Deslons, two of the officers com-
manding detachments on the road, Messrs. De Moustier and Valori, the garde du
corps who accompanied the king, and finally M. de Fontanges, archbishop of
Toulouse, who though not himself a party to the transaction, is sapposed to have
written from the information of the queen. An earlier instance of similar dis-
crepancy is mentioned by Sully. After the battle of Aumale, in which Heory IV.
was wounded, when the officers were around the king's bed, conversing upon the
events of the day, there were not two who agreed in the recital of the most particular
circumstances of the action. D’Aubigné, a contemporary writer, does not even
mention the king’s wound, though it was the only one he ever received in his life.
See Memoirs of Sully, vol.i. p. 245. If we treated these narratives as sceptics
would have us treat those of the sacred writers, what evidence should we have of
any battle at Aumale, or of any flight to Varennes !
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body of their narratives, their testimony is of course not
doubted ; where they differ, we reconcile them as well as we
may ; and where this cannot be done at all, we follow that
light which seems to us the clearest. Upon the principles of
the sceptic, we should be bound utterly to disbelieve them all.
On the contrary, we apply to such cases the rules which, in
daily experience, our judges instruct juries to apply, in weigh-
ing and reconciling the testimony of different witnesses; and
which the courts themselves observe, in comparing and recon-
ciling different and sometimes discordant reports of the same
decisions. This remark applies especially to some alleged
discrepancies in the reports which the several evangelists have
given of the same discourses of our Lord.*

¢ Far greater discrepancies can be found in the different reports of the same
case, given by the reporters of legal judgments than are shown among the evan-
gelists ; and yet we do not consider them as detracting from the credit of the re-
porters, to whom we still resort with confidence, as to good authority. Some of
these discrepancies seem utterly irreconcilable. Thus, in & case, 45 Edw. III. 19,
where the question was upon a gift of lands to J. de C. with Joan, the sister of the
donor, and to their heirs, Fitzherbert (tit. Zail, 14) says it was adjudged fee simple,
and not frankmarriage ; Statham (tit. Tail) says it was adjudged a gift in frank-
marriage ; while Brook (tit. Frankmarriage) says it wasnot decided. (Vid. 10 Co.
118.) Others are irreconcilable, until the aid of a third reporterisinvoked. Thus,
in the case of Cooper v. Franklin, Croke says it was not decided, but adjourned ; (Cro.
Jac. 100) ; Godbolt says it was decided in a certain way, which he mentions ;
(Godb. 269) ; Moor also reports it as decided, but gives a different account of the
question raised ; (Moor, 848) ; while Bulstrode gives a still different report of the
jodgment of the court, which he says was delivered by Croke himself. But by his
account it further appears, that- the case was previously twice argued; and thus it
at length results that the other reporters relate only what fell from the court on
each of the previous occasions. Other similar examples may be found in 1 Dougl.
6, n. compared with 5 East, 475, n. in the case of Galbraith v. Neville ; and in that
of Stoughton v. Reynolds, reported by Forteecue, Strange, and in Cases temp.
Hardwicke. (See 3 Barnw. & Ald. 247, 248.) Indeed, the books abound in such
instances. Other discrepancies are found in the names of the same litigating parties,
as differently given by reporters ; such as, Putt v. Roster, (2 Mod. 318) ; Foot v.
Rastall, (Skin. 49), and Putt v. Royston, (2 Show. 211) ; also, Hosdell v. Harris, (2
Keb. 462) ; Hodson v. Harwich, (Ib. 533), and Hodsden v. Harridge, (2 Saund. 64),
and a multitnde of others, which are universally admitted to mean the same cases,
even when they are not precisely within the rule of idem sonans. These diversities,
it is well known, have never detracted in the slightest degree from the estimation in
which the reporters are all deservedly held, as authors of merit, enjoying, to this
day the confidence of the profession. Admitting now, for the sake of argument,
(what is not conceded in fact,) that diversities equally great exist among the sacred
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§ 37. In the fourth place, as to the conformity of their testi-
mony with experience. The title of the evangelists to full credit
for veracity would be readily conceded by the objector, if the
facts they relate were such as ordinarily occur in human
experience. But they also relate events which were miraculous,
or out of the ordinary course of human experience, and on
this circumstance an argument is founded against their credi-
bility. Miracles, say the objectors, are impossible ; and there-
fore the evangelists were either deceivers or deceived ; and in
either case their narratives are unworthy of belief. ~Spinosa’s
argument against the possibility of miracles, was founded on
the broad and bold assumption that all things are governed by
immutable laws, or fixed modes of motion and relation, termed
the laws of nature, by which God himself is of necessity bound.
This erroneous assumption is the tortoise, on which stands the
elephant that upholds his system of atheism. He does not
inform us who made these immutable laws, nor whence they
derive their binding force and irresistible operation. The
argument supposes that the creator of all things first made a
code of laws, and then put it out of his own power to change
them. The scheme of Mr. Hume is but another form of the
same error. He deduces the existence of such immutable laws
from the uniform course of human experience. This, he affirms,
is our only guide in reasoning concerning matters of fact ; and
whatever is contrary to human experience, he pronounces
incredible.* Without stopping to examine the correctness of

writers ; how can we consistently, and as lawyers, raise any serious objection against
them on that account, or treat them in any manuer different from that which we
observe towards our own reporters

¢ Mr, Hume’s argument is thus refuted by Lord Brougham. ¢ Here are two
answers, to which the doctrine proposed by Mr. Hume is exposed, and either
appears sufficient to shake it. )

% First—Our belief in the uniformity of the laws of nature rests not altogether
upon our own experience. We believe no man ever was raised from the dead,—
not merely because we ourselves never saw it, for indeed that would be a very
limited ground of deduction; and our belief was fixed on the subject long before
we had any considerable experience,—fixed chiefly by authority,—that is, by
deference to other men’s experience. We found our confident belief in this
negative position partly, perhaps chiefly, upon the testimony of others; and at all
events, our belief that in times before our own the same position held good, must
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this doctrine, as a fundamental principle in the law of evidence,
it is sufficient in this place to remark, that it contains this

of necessity be drawn from our trusting the relations of other men—that is, it
depends upon the evidence of testimony. If, then, the existence of the law of
nature is proved, in great part at least, by such evidence, can we wholly reject the
like evidence when it comes to prove an exception to the rule—a deviation from
the law ! The more numerous are the cases of the law being kept—the more
rare those of its being broken—the more scrupulous certainly ought we to be in
admitting the proofs of the breach. But that testimony is capable of making good
the proof there seems no doubt. In truth, the degree of excellence and of strength
to which testimony may arise seems almost indefinite. There is hardly any
cogency which it is not capable by possible supposition of attaining. The endless
multiplication of withesses,—the unbounded variety of their habits of thinking,
their prejudices, their interests,—afford the means of conceiving the force of their
Mmy,mgmhdadtmm these circumstances afford the means
of diminishing indefinitely the chances of their being all mistaken, all misled, or all
combining to deceive us. Let any man try to calculate the chances of a thousand
persons who come from different quarters, and never saw each other before,
and who all vary in their habits, stations, opinions, interests,—being mistaken or
combining to deceive us, when they give the same account of an event as
having happened before their eyes,—these chances are many hundreds of thousands
to one. And yet we can conceive them multiplied indefinitely ; for one hundred
thousand such witnesses may all in like manner bear the same testimony ; and they
may all tell us their story within twenty-four hours after the transaction, and in the
next parish.  And yet, acccording to Mr. Hume’s argument, we are bound to dis-
believe them all, because they speak to a thing contrary to our own experience, and
to the accounts which other witnesses had formerly given us of the laws of nature,
and which our forefathers had handed down to us as derived from witnesses who
lived in the old time before them. It is unnecessary to add that no testimony of
the witnesses, whom we are supposing to concur in their relation, contradicts any
testimony of our own senses. If it dnd,ﬁgugmtwmldmble Archbishop
Tillotson’s upon the Real Presence, and our disbelief would be at once warranted.
& Secondly—This leads us to the next objection to which Mr. Hume’s argument is
liable, and which we have in part anticipated while illustrating the first. He
requires us to withhold our belief in circumstances which would force every man of
common understanding to lend his assent, and to act upon the supposition of the
story told being true. For, suppose either such numbers of various witnesses as
we have spoken of ; or, what is perhaps stronger, suppose a miracle reported to us,
first by & number of relators, and then by three or four of the very soundest judges
and most incorruptibly honest men we know,—men noted for their difficult belief of
wonders, and, above all, steady unbelievers in miracles, without any bias in favour
of religion, but rather accustomed to doubt, if not disbelieve,—~most people would
lend an easy belief to any miracle thus vouched. But let us add this circumstance,
that a friend on his death-bed had been attended by us, and that we had told him &
fact known only to ocurselves,—something that we had secretly done the very
moment before we told it to the dying man, and which to no other being we had
ever revealed,—and that the credible witnesses we are supposing, informed us that
D
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fallacy; it excludes all knowledge derived by inference or
deduction from facts, confining us to what we derive from

the deceased appeared to them, conversed with theri, remained with them a day or
two, accompanying them, and to avouch the fact of his reappearance on this earth,
communicated to them the secret of which we had made him the sole depository
the moment before his death ;—according to Mr. Hume, we are bound rather to
believe, not only that those credible witnesses deceive us, or that those sound and
unprejudiced men were themselves deceived, and fancied things without real
existence, but further, that they all hit by chance upon the discovery of a real
secret, known only to ourselves and the dead man. Mr. Hume's argument requires
us to believe this as the lesser improbability of the two—as less unlikely than the
rising of one from the dead ; and yet every one must feel convinced, that were he
placed in the situation we have been figuring, he would not only lend his belief to
the relation, but if the relators jed it with a special warning from the
deceased person to avoid a certain contemplated act, he would, acting upon the
belief of their story, take the warning, and avoid doing the forbidden deed. Mr.
Hume’s argument makes no exception. This is its scope ; and whether he chooses
to push it thus far or no, all miracles are of neceesity denied by it, without the
Jeast regard to the kind or the quantity of the proof on which they are rested ; and
the testimony which we have supposed, accompanied by the test or check we have
supposed, would fall within the grasp of the argument just as much and as clearly
as any other miracle avouched by more ordinary combinations of evidence.

“ The use of Mr. Hume’s argument is this, and itis an important and a valuable
one. It teaches us to sift closely and rigorously the evidence for miraculous
events. It bids us remember that the probabilities are always, and must always be
incomparably greater against, than for, the truth of these relations, because it is
always far more likely that the testimony should be mistaken or false, than that
the general laws of nature should be suspended. Further than this the doctrine
cannot in soundness of reason be carried. It doee not go the length of proving
that those general laws cannot, by the force of human testimony, be shown to have
been, in a particular instance, and with a particular purpose, suspended.” See his
Discourse of Natural Theology, Note 5, p. 210—214. (Ed. 1835.)

Laplace, in his Essai sur les Probabilités, maintains that, the more extraordi-
nary the fact attested, the greater the probability of error or falsehood in the
attestor. Simple good sense, he says, suggests this; and the calculation of proba-
bilities confirms its suggestion. There are some things, he adds, so extraordinary,
that nothing can balance their improbability. The position here laid down is, that
the probability of error, or of the falsehood of testimony, becomes in proportion
greater, as the fact which is attested is more extraordinary. And hence a fact
extraordinary in the highest possible degree, becomes in the highest possible degree
improbable ; or so much so, that nothing can counterbalance its improbability.

This argument has been made much use of, to discredit the evidence of miracles,
and the truth of that divine religion which is attested by them. But however
sound it may be, in one sense, this application of it is fallacious. The fallacy lies
in the meaning affixed to the term “extraordinary.” If Laplace means a fact
extraordinary under its existing circumstances and relations, that is, a fact remain-
ing extraordinary, notwithstanding all its circumstances, the position needs not
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experience alone, and thus depriving us of any knowledge,
or even rational belief, of the existence or character of God.
Nay more, it goes to prove that successive generations of men
can make no advancement in knowledge, but each must begin
de novo, and be limited to the results of its own experience.

here to be controverted. But if the term means extraordinary in the abstract,
it is far from being universally true, or affording a correct test of truth, or rule
of evidence. Thus, it is extraordinary that a man should leap fifteen feet at a
bound ; but not extraordinary that a strong and active man should do it, under a
sudden impulse to save his life. The former is improbable in the abstract ; the
latter is rendered probable by the circumstances. So, things extraordinary, and
therefore improbable under one hypothesis, become the reverse under another.
Thus, the oocurrence of a violent storm at sea, and the utterance by Jesus of the
the words, “ Peace, be still,” succeeded instautly by a perfect calm, are facts which,
taken separately from each other, are not in themselves extraordinary. The con-
nexion between the command of Jesus and the ensuing calm, as cause and effect,
would be extraordinary and improbable if he were a mere man ; but it becomes
perfectly natural and probable, when his divine power is considered. Each of those
facts is in its nature so simple and obvious, that the most ignorant person is capable
of observing it. There is nothing extraordinary in the facts themselves ; and the
extraordinary coincidence, in which the miracle consists, becomes both intelligible
and probable upon the hypothesis of the Christian. (See the Christian Observer for
Oct. 1838, p. 617.) The theory of Laplace may, with the same propriety, be
applied to the creation of the world. That matter was created out of nothing is
extremely improbable, in the abstract, that is, if there is no God ; and therefore
it is not to be believed. But if the existence of a Supreme Being is conceded, the
fact is perfectly credible.

Laplace was so fascinated with his theory, that he thought the calculus of proba-
bilities might be usefully employed in discovering the value of the different
methods resorted to, in those sciences which are in a great measure conjectural, as
medicine, agriculture, and political economy. And he proposed that there should be
kept, in every branch of the administration, an exact register of the trials made of
different measures, and of the results, whether good or bad, to which they have led.
(See the Edinburgh Review, vol. xxiii. pp. 335, 336.) Napoleon, who appointed
him Minister of the Interior, has thus described him : “ A geometrician of the
first clase, he did not reach mediocrity as a statesman, He never viewed any
subject in its true light ; he was always occupied with subtleties ; his notions were
all problematic ; and he carried into the administration the spirit of the infinitely
small.” See the Encyclopedia Britannica, art. Laplace, vol. xiii. p. 101. Memoires
Eerits 4 Ste. Helena, i. 3. The injurious effect of deductive reasoning, upon the
minds of those who addict themselves to this method alone, to the exclusion of all
other modes of arriving at the knowledge of truth in fact, is shown with great clear-
ness and succees, by Mr. Whewel in the ninth of the Bridgewater Treatises, book
3,¢ch. 6. The calculus of probabilities has been applied by some writers, to judicial
evidence ; but its very slight value as a test, is clearly shown in an able article on
Presumptive Evidence, in the Law Magazine, vol. i. pp. 28—32, (New Series.)

D2
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But if we may infer, from what we see and know, that there is
a Supreme Being, by whom this world was created, we may
certainly, and with equal reason, believe him capable of works
which we have never yet known him to perform. We
may fairly conclude that the power which was originally put
forth to create the world is still constantly and without ceasing
exerted to sustain it; and that the experienced connexion
between cause and effect is but the uniform and constantly
active operation of the finger of God. Whether this uniformity
of operation extends to things beyond the limits of our obser-
vation, is a point we cannot certainly know. Its existence in
all things that ordinarily concern us may be supposed to be
ordained as conducive to our happiness ; and if the belief in a
revelation of peace and mercy from God is conducive to the
happiness of man, it is not irrational to suppose that he would
depart from his ordinary course of action, in order to give it
such attestations as should tend to secure that belief. “A
miracle is improbable, when we can perceive no sufficient
cause, in reference to his creatures, why the Deity should vary
his modes of operation; it ceases to be so, when such cause is
assigned.” *

§ 38. But the full discussion of the subject of miracles forms
no part of the present design. Their credibility has been fully
established, and the objections of sceptics most satisfactorily
met and overthrown, by the ablest writers of our own day,
whose works are easily accessible.t Thus much, however, may

¢ See Mr. Norton’s “ Discourse on the latest form of Infidelity,” p. 18.

+ The arguments on this subject are stated in a condensed form, by Mr. Horne,
in his Introduction to the Study ‘of the Holy Scriptures, vol. i. ch. 4, sec. 2 ; in
which he refers, among others, to Doctor Gregory’s Letters on the Evidences of
the Christian Revelation ; Dr. Campbell’s Dissertation on Miracles ; Vince's
Sermons on the Credibility of Miracles ; Bishop Marsh’s Lectures, part 6, lect. 30 ;
Dr. Adams’s Treatise in reply to Mr. Hume ; Bishop Gleig’s Dissertation on
Miracles, (in the third volume of his edition of Stackhouse’s History of the Bible, p.
240, &c.) ; Dr. Key’s Norissian Lectures, vol. i. See also Dr. Hopkins’s Lowell
Lectures, lect. I. and II. delivered in Boston in 1844, where this topic is treated
with great perspicuity and cogency.

Among the more popular treatises on miracles, are Bogue’s Essay on the Divine
Authority of the New Testament, ch. 5 ; Bishop Wilson’s Evidences of Christianity,
vol. i. lect. 7 ; Bishop Sumner’s Evidenoes, ch. 10 ; Gambier’s Guide to the Study
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here be remarked ; that in almost every miracle related by the
evangelists, the facts, separately taken, were plain, intelligible,
transpiring in public, and about which no person of ordinary
observation would be likely to mistake. Persons blind or
crippled, who applied to Jesus for relief, were known to have
been crippled or blind for many years ; they came to be cured ;
he spake to them ; they went away whole. Lazarus had been
dead and buried four days; Jesus called him to come forth
from the grave ; he immediately came forth, and was seen alive
for a long time afterwards. In every case of healing, the
previous condition of the sufferer was known to all; all saw
his instantaneous restoration; and all witnessed the act of
Jesus in touching him, and heard his words.* All these,
separately considered, were facts, plain and simple in their
nature, easily seen and fully comprehended by persons of
common capacity and observation. If they were separately
testified to, by different witnesses of ordinary intelligence and
integrity, in any court of justice, the jury would be bound to
believe them; and a verdict, rendered contrary to the uncon-
tradicted testimony of credible witnesses to any one of these
plain facts, separately taken, would be liable to be set aside, as
a verdict against evidence. If one credible witness testified to
the fact, that Bartimeus was blind, according to the uniform
course of administering justice, this fact would be taken as
satisfactorily proved. So also, if his subsequent restoration to
sight were the sole fact in question, this also would be deemed
established, by the like evidence. Nor would the rule of
evidence be at all different, if the fact to be proved were the
declaration of Jesus, immediately preceding his restoration to
sight, that his faith had made him whole. In each of these
cases, each isolated fact was capable of being accurately ob-
served, and certainly known ; and the evidence demands our
assent, precisely as the like evidence upon any other indifferent
subject. The connexion of the word or the act of Jesus with
the restoration of the blind, lame and dead, to sight, and health,

of Moral Evidence, ch. v ; Mr. Norton’s Discourse on the latest form of Infidelity,
sod Dr. Dewey’s Dudleian Lecture, delivered before Harvard University, in
May, 1836. ® See Bishop Wilson’s Evidences, lect. 7, p. 130.
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and life, as cause and effect, is a conclusion which our reason is
compelled to admit, from the uniformity of their concurrence,
in such a multitude of instances, as well as from the universal
conviction of all, whether friends or foes, who beheld the
miracles which he wrought. Indeed, if the truth of one of the
miracles is satisfactorily established, our belief cannot reason-
ably be withheld from them all.  This is the issue proposed by
Dr. Paley, in regard to the evidence of the death of Jesus upon
the cross, and his subsequent resurrection, the truth of which
he has established in an argument, incapable of refutation.

§ 89. In the fifth place, as to the coincidence of their testimony
with collateral and contemporaneous facts and circumstances.
After a witness is dead, and his moral character is forgotten,
we can ascertain it only by a close inspection of his narrative,
comparing its details with each other, and with contemporary
accounts and collateral facts. This test is much more accurate
than may at first be supposed. Every event which actually
transpires, has its appropriate relation and place in the vast com-
plication of circumstances, of which the affairs of men consist;
it owes its origin to the events which have preceded it, is inti-
mately connected with all others which occur at the same time
and place, and often with those of remote regions, and in its
turn gives birth to numberless others which succeed. In all
this almost inconceivable contexture, and seeming discord, there
is perfect harmony ; and while the fact, which really happened,
tallies exactly with every other contemporaneous incident,
related to it in the remotest degree, it is not possible for the
wit of man to invent a story, which, if closely compared with
the actual occurrences of the same time and place, may not be
shown to be false* Hence it is, that a false witness will not
willingly detail any circumstances, in which his testimony will
be open to contradiction, nor multiply them where there is
danger of his being detected by a comparison of them with
other accounts, equally circumstantial. He will rather deal in
general statements and broad assertions; and if he finds it
necessary for his purpose to employ names and particular cir-

¢ ] Stark on Evid. p. 496—499
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cumstances in his story, he will endeavour to invent such as
shall be out of the reach of all opposing proof ; and will be the
most forward and minute in details, where he knows that any
danger of contradiction is least to be apprehended.* Therefore
it is, that variety and minuteness of detail are usually regarded
as certain tests of sincerity, if the story, in the circumstances
related, is of a nature capable of easy refutation if it were false.
§ 40. The difference, in the detail of circumstances, between
artful or false witnesses and those who testify the truth, is
worthy of especial observation. The former are often copious
and even profuse in their statements, as far as these may have
been previously fabricated, and in relation to the principal
matter; but beyond this, all will be reserved and meagre, from
the fear of detection. Every lawyer knows how lightly the
evidence of a non-mi-recordo witness is esteemed. The testi-
mony of false witnesses will not be uniform in its texture, but
will be unequal, unnatural, and inconsistent. On the contrary,
in the testimony of true witnesses there is a visible and
striking naturalness of manner, and an unaffected readiness and
copiousness in the detail of circumstances, as well in one part
of the narrative as another, and evidently without the least
regard either to the facility or difficulty of verification or detec-
tion.t It is easier, therefore, to make out the proof of any fact,
if proof it may be called, by suborning one or more false wit-
nesses, to testify directly to the matter in question, than to
procure an equal number to testify falsely to such collateral and
separate circumstances as will, without greater danger of detec-
tion, lead to the same false result. The increased number of
witnesses to circumstances, and the increased number of the
circumstances themselves, all tend to increase the probability of
detection if the witnesses are false, because thereby the points
are multiplied in which their statements may be compared with
each other, as well as with the truth itself, and in the same pro-
portion is increased the danger of variance and inconsistency}

* 1 Stark. on Evid. p. 523.

+ 1 Stark. Evid. 487. The Gospels abound in instances of this. Sce, for example,
Mark, xv. 21. John, xviii. 10. Luke, xxiii. 6. Matt. xxvii. 58—60. John xi. I.

+ 1 Stark. Evid. 522, 585.
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Thus the force of circumstantial evidence is found to depend on
the number of particularsinvolved in the narrative; the difficulty
of fabricating them all, if false, and the great facility of detec-
tion; the nature of the circumstances to be compared, and
from which the dates and other facts are to be collected; the
intricacy of the comparison; the number of the intermediate
steps in the process of deduction ; and the circuity of the inves-
tigation. The more largely the narrative partakes of these
characters, the further it will be found removed from all sus-
picion of contrivance or design, and the more profoundly the
mind will repose on the conviction of its truth.

§ 41. The narratives of the sacred writers, both Jewish and
Christian, abound in examples of this kind of evidence, the
value of which is hardly capable of being properly estimated.
It does not, as has been already remarked, amount to mathe-
matical demonstration; nor is this degree of proof justly de-
mandable in any question of moral conduct. In all human
transactions, the highest degree of assurance to which we can
arrive, short of the evidence of our own senses, is that of
probability. The most that can be asserted is, that the narra-
tive is more likely to be true than false; and it may be in the
highest degree more likely, but still be short of absolute mathe-
matical certainty. Yet this very probability may be so great as
to satisfy the mind of the most cautious, and enforce the assent
of the most reluctant and unbelieving. If it is such as usually
satisfies reasonable men, in matters of ordinary transaction, it is
all which the greatest sceptic has a right to require; for it is by
such evidence alone that our rights are determined, in the civil
tribunals; and on no other evidence do they proceed, even in
capital cases. Thus, where a house had been feloniously broken
open with a knife, the blade of which was broken and left in the
window, and the mutilated knife itself, the parts perfectly agree-
ing, was found in the pocket of the accused, who gave no satis-
factory explanation of the fact, no reasonable doubt remained
of his participation in the crime. And where a murder had been
committed by shooting with a pistol, and the prisoner was con-
nected with the transaction by proof that the wadding of the
pistol was part of a letter addressed to him, the remainder of
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which was found upon his person, no juror’s conscience could
have reproached him for assenting to the verdict of condemna-
tion.* Yet the evidence, in both cases, is but the evidence of
circumstances ; amounting, it is true, to the highest degree of
probability, but yet not utterly inconsistent with the innocence
of the accused. The evidence which we have of the great facts
of the Bible history belongs to this class, that is, it is moral
evidence ; sufficient to satisfy any rational mind, by carrying it
to the highest degree of moral certainty. If such evidence will
justify the taking away of human life or liberty, in the one case,
surely it ought to be deemed sufficient to determine our faith in
the other.

§ 42. 'All that Christianity asks of men on this subject, is,
that they would be consistent with themselves ; that they would
treat its evidences as they treat the evidence of other things;
and that they would try and judge its actors and witnesses, as
they deal with their fellow-men, when testifying to human
affairs and actions, in human tribunals. Let the witnesses be
compared with themselves, with each other, and with surround-
ing facts and circumstances ; and let their testimony be sifted,
as if it were given in a court of justice, on the side of the adverse
party, the witnesses being subjected to a rigorous cross-exami-
nation. The result, it is confidently believed, will be an
undoubting conviction of their integrity, ability, and truth. In
the course of such an examination, the undesigned coincidences
will multiply upon us at every step in our progress; the pro-
bability of the veracity of the witnesses and of the reality of the
occurrences which they relate will increase, until it acquires, for
all practical purposes, the value and force of demonstration.

§ 43. It should be remembered, that very little of the litera-
ture of their times and country has come down to us; and that
the collateral sources and means of corroborating and explaining
their writings are proportionally limited. The contemporary
writings and works of art which have reached us, have invariably
been found to confirm their accounts, to reconcile what was
apparently contradictory, and supply what seemed defective or

* See 1 Stark. Evid. 498. Wills on Circumstantial Evidence, pp. 128, 129.
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imperfect. We ought therefore to conclude, that if we had
more of the same light, all other similar difficulties and imper-
fections would vanish. Indeed they have been gradually
vanishing, and rapidly too, before the light of modern research,
conducted by men of science in our own times. And it is
worthy of remark, that of all the investigations and discoveries
of travellers and men of letters, since the overthrow of the
Roman empire, not a vestige of antiquity has been found,
impeaching,, in the slightest degree, the credibility of the
sacred writers; but, on the contrary, every result has tended to
confirm it.

§ 44. The essential marks of difference between true narratives
of facts and the creations of fiction, have already been adverted
to. - It may here be added that these attributes of truth are
strikingly apparent throughout the gospel histories, and that
the absence of all the others is equally remarkable. The writers
allude, for example, to the existing manners and customs, and
to the circumstances of the times and of their country, with the
utmost minuteness of reference. And these references are
never formally made, nor with preface and explanation, never
multiplied and heaped on each other, nor brought together, as
though introduced by design ; but they are scattered broad-cast
and singly over every part of the story, and so connect them-
selves with every incident related, as to render the detection of
falsehood inevitable. This minuteness, too, is not peculiar to
any one of the historians, but is common to them all. Though
they wrote at different periods, and without mutual concert,
they all alike refer incidentally to the same state of affairs, and
to the same contemporary and collateral circumstances. Their
testimony, in this view, stands on the same ground with that of
four witnesses, separately examined before different com.
missioners, upon the same interrogatories, and all adverting
incidentally to the same circumstances as surrounding and
accompanying the principal transaction, to which alone their
attention is directed. And it is worthy of observation that
these circumstances were at that time of a peculiar character.
Hardly a state or kingdom in the world ever experienced so
many vicissitudes in its government and political relations, as
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did Judea, during the period of the gospel history. It was
successively under the government of Herod the Great, of
Archelaus, and of a Roman magistrate; it was a kingdom, a
tetrarchate, and a province ; and its affairs, its laws, and the
administration of justice, were all involved in the confusion and
uncertainty naturally to be expected from recent conquest. It
would be difficult to select any place or period in the history of
nations, for the time and scene of a fictitious history or an im-
posture, which would combine so many difficulties for the
fabricator to surmount, so many contemporary writers to con-
front him with, and so many facilities for the detection of
falsehood.*

§ 45. “Had the evangelists been false historians,” says Dr.
Chalmers, “they would not have committed themselves upon
80 many particulars. They would not have furnished the
vigilant inquirers of that period with such an effectual instru-
ment for bringing them into discredit with the people; nor
foolishly supplied, in every page of their narrative, so many
materials for a cross-examination, which would infallibly have
disgraced them. Now, we of this age can institute the same
cross-examination. We can compare the evangelical writers
with contemporary authors, and verify a number of circum-
stances in the history, and government, and peculiar economy of
the Jewish people. We therefore have it in our power to in-
stitute a cross-examination upon the writers of the New Testa-
ment; and the freedom and frequency of their allusions to
these circumstances supply us with ample materials for it.
The fact, that they are borne out in their minute and incidental
allusions by the testimony of other historians, ‘gives a strong
weight of what has been called circumstantial evidence in
their favour. As a specimen of the argument, let us confine
our observations to the history of our Saviour’s trial, and exe-
cution, and burial. They brought him to Pontius Pilate. We
know both from Tacitus and Josephus, that he was at that
time governor of Judea. A sentence from him was necessary
before they could proceed to the execution of Jesus; and we

* Sece Chalmers’s Evidence, chap. iii.
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know that the power of life and death was usually vested in
the Roman governor. Our Saviour was treated with derision;
and this we know to have been a customary practice at that
time, previous to the execution of criminals, and during the
time of it. Pilate scourged Jesus before he gave him up to be
crucified. We know from ancient authors, that this was a very
usual practice among the Romans. The accounts of an execu-
tion generally run in this form: he was stripped, whipped, and
beheaded or executed. According to the evangelists, his accu-
sation was written on the top of the cross; and we learn from
Suetonius and others, that the crime of the person to be exe-
cuted was affixed to the instrument of his punishment. Ac-
cording to the evangelists, this accusation was written in three
different languages; and we know from Josephus that it was
quite common in Jerusalem to have all public advertisements
written in this manner. According to the evangelists, Jesus
had to bear his cross; and we know from other sources of in-
formation, that this was the constant practice of these times.
According to the evangelists, the body of Jesus was given up
to be buried at the request of friends. We know that, unless the
criminal was infamous, this was the law or the custom with all
Roman governors.”*

§ 46. There is also a striking naturalness in the characters
exhibited in the sacred historians, rarely if ever found in works
of fiction, and probably nowhere else to be collected in a simi-
lar manner from fragmentary and incidental allusions and ex-
pressions, in the writings of different persons. Take, for exam-
ple, that of Peter, as it may be gathered from the evangelists,
and it will be hardly possible to conceive that four persons,
writing at different times, could have concurred in the delinea-
tion of such a character, if it were not real; a character too,
we must observe, which is nowhere expressly drawn, but is
shown only here and there, casually, in the subordinate parts
of the main narrative. Thus disclosed, it is that of a con-
fident, sanguine, and zealous man ; sudden and impulsive, yet

* See Chalmers’s Evidence, pp. 76—78, Amer. ed. Proofs of this kind are
copiously referred to by Mr. Horne, in his Introduction, &c. vol. i., ch. 3, sect. I1. 2.
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humble and ready to retract ; honest and direct in his purposes ;
ardently loving his master, yet deficient in fortitude and firm-
ness in his cause.* When Jesus put any question to the apos-
tles, it was Peter who was foremost to reply;+ and if they
would inquire of Jesus, it was Peter who was readiest to
speak.] He had the impetuous courage to cut off the ear of the
High Priest’s servant, who came to arrest his master; and the
weakness to dissemble before the Jews, in the matter of eating
with Gentile converts.§ It was he who ran with John to the
sepulchre, on the first intelligence of the resurrection of Jesus,
and with characteristic zeal rushed in, while John paused
without the door.|| He had the ardour to desire and the faith
to attempt to walk on the water, at the command of his Lord ;
but as soon as he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid.q He
was the first to propose the election of another apostle in the
place of Judas ;%* and he it was who courageously defended them
all, on the day of Pentecost, when the multitude charged them
with being filled with new wine.++ He was forward to acknow-
ledge Jesus to be the Messiah;}} yet having afterwards eu-
dangered his own life by wounding the servant of the High
Priest, he suddenly consulted his own safety by denying the
same Master, for whom, but a few hours before, he had de-
clared himself ready to die.§§ We may safely affirm that the
annals of fiction afford no example of a similar but not uncom-
mon character, thus incidentally delineated.

§ 47. There are other internal marks of truth in the narra-
tives of the evangelists, which, however, need here be only
alluded to, as they have been treated with great fulness and
force by able writers, whose works are familiar to all.|||| Among

* See Mark viii. 32 ; ix. 5; and xiv. 29 ; Matt. xvi. 22 ; and xvii. 5 ; Luke ix.
33 ; and xviii. 18 ; John xiii. 8 ; and xviii. 15.

4+ Mark viii. 29 ; Matt. xvi. 16 ; Luke ix. 20.

4 Matt. xviii. 21 ; and xix. 27 ; John xiii. 36.

§ Galii 1. | John xx. 3—6. 9 Matt. xiv. 30.

% Actsi. 15. 1+ Actsii. 14.

33 Matt. xvi. 16 ; Mark viii, 29 ; Luke ix. 20 ; John vi. 69.

86 Matt. xxvi. 33, 35 ; Mark xiv. 29.

Il See Paley’s view of the Evidences of Christianity, part ii. chapters iii. iv. v. vi.
vii. ; Ibid. part iii. ch. i. ; Chalmers on the Evidence and Authority of the Christian
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these may be mentioned the nakedness of the narratives; the
absence of all parade by the writers about their own integrity,
of all anxiety to be believed, or to impress others with a good
opinion of themselves or their cause, of all marks of wonder, or
of desire to excite astonishment at the greatness of the events
they record, and of all appearance of design to exalt their
Master. On the contrary, there is apparently the most perfect
indifference on their part, whether they are believed or not ;
or rather, the evident consciousness that they were recording
events well known to all, in their own country and times, and
undoubtedly to be believed, like any other matter of public
history, by readers in all other countries and ages. It is worthy,
too, of especial observation, that though the evangelists record
the unparalleled sufferings and cruel death of their beloved
Lord, and this too, by the hands and with the consenting voices
of those on whom he had conferred the greatest benefits, and
their own persecutions and dangers, yet they have bestowed no
epithets of harshness or even of just censure on the authors of
all this wickedness, but have everywhere left the plain and unin-
cumbered narrative to speak for itself, and the reader to
pronounce his own sentence of condemnation; like true wit-
nesses, who have nothing to gain or to lose by the event of the
cause, they state the facts, and leave them to their fate. Their
simplicity and artlessness, also, should not pass unnoticed, in
readily stating even those things most disparaging to themselves.
Their want of faith in their Master, their dulness of apprehension
of his teachings, their strifes for preéminence, their inclination
to call fire from heaven upon their enemies, their desertion of
their Lord in his hour of extreme peril ; these, and many other
incidents tending directly to their own dishonour, are neverthe-
less set down with all the directness and sincerity of truth, as
by men writing under the deepest sense of responsibility to
God. Some of the more prominent instances of this class of
proofs will be noticed hereafter, in their proper places, in the
narratives themselves.

Revelation, ch. iii. iv. viii. ; Wilson’s Evidences of Christianity, lect. vi. ; Bogue’s
Essay on the Divine Authority of the New Testament, chap. iii. iv.
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§ 48. Lastly, the great character they have portrayed is per-
fect. It is the character of a sinless Being; of one supremely
wise and supremely good. It exhibits no ‘error, no sinister
intention, no imprudence, no ignorance, no evil passion, no
impatience ; in a word, no fault; but all is perfect uprightness,
innocence, wisdom, goodness and truth. The mind of man has
never conceived the idea of such a character, even for his gods;
nor has history nor poetry shadowed it forth. The doctrines
and precepts of Jesus are in strict accordance with the attributes
of God, agreeably to the most exalted idea which we can form of
them, either from reason or from revelation. They are strikingly
adapted to the capacity of mankind, and yet are delivered with
a simplicity and majesty wholly divine. He spake as never man
spake. He spake with authority ; yet addressed himself to the
reason and the understanding of men ; and he spake with wisdom,
which men could neither gainsay nor resist. In his private life,
he exhibits a character not merely of strict justice, but of over-
flowing benignity. He is temperate, without austerity; his
meekness and humility are signal ; his patience is invincible ;
truth and sincerity illustrate his whole conduct; every one of
his virtues is regulated by consummate prudence; and he both
wins the love of his friends, and extorts the wonder and admira-
tion of his enemies.* He is represented in every variety of
situation in life, from the height of worldly grandeur, amid the
acclamations of an admiring multitude, to the deepest abyss of
human degradation and woe, apparently deserted of God and
man. Yet everywhere he is the same ; displaying a character
of unearthly perfection, symmetrical in all its proportions, and
encircled with splendour more than human. Either the men of
Galilee were men of superlative wisdom, of extensive knowledge
and experience, and of deeper skill in the arts of deception,
than any and all others, before or after them, or they have truly
stated the astonishing things which they saw and heard.

The narratives of the evangelists are now submitted to the
reader’s perusal and examination, upon the principles and by
the rules already stated. For this purpose, and for the sake of
more ready and close comparison, they are arranged in juxta-

* See Bogue’s Easay, chap. i. sect. 2 ; Newcome’s Obs. part ii. ch. i. sec. 14.
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position, after the general order of the latest and most approved
harmonies. The question is not upon the strict propriety of
the arrangement, but upon the veracity of the witnesses and
the credibility of their narratives. With the relative merits of
modern harmonists, and with points of controversy among
theologians, the writer has no concern. His business is that of
a lawyer, examining the testimony of witnesses by the rules of
his own profession, in order to ascertain whether, if they had
thus testified on oath, in a court of justice, they would be
entitled to credit; and whether their narratives, as we now have
them, would be received as ancient documents, coming from
the proper custody. If so, then it is believed that every honest
and impartial man will act consistently with that result, by
receiving their testimony in all the extent of its import. To
write out a full commentary or argument upon the text, would
be a useless addition to the bulk of the volume; but a few notes
have been added for illustration of the narratives, and for the
clearing up of apparent discrepancies, as being all that members
of the legal profession would desire.



HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS.

PART L

EVENTS

CONNEOTEDP WITH THE

BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS.

Tiuz, About thirteen and a half years.



50

HARMONY OF

[PaRT I

§ 1. Preface to

MATTHEW,

MARK.

§ 2. An Angel appears




sxc. 1, 2 THE GOSPELS.

51

Luke’s Gospel.

LUKE.
cH. 1. 1—4.
Forasuuca as many have taken in
hand to set forth in order a declara-

tion of those things which are most

surely believed among us,

2 Even as they delivered them unto |

us, which from the beginning were
eye-witnesses, and ministers of the
word ;

3 It seemed good to me also, hav-
ing had perfect understanding of all
things from the very first, to write
unto thee in order, most excellent
Theophilus,

4 t thou mightest know the
certainty of those things wherein thou
hast been instructed.

JOHN.

to Zacharias.

Jerusalem.

cH. 1. 5—25.

5 Tuxee was in the days of Herod
the king of Judea, a certain priest
mmedn%aclmrias, of the course of
Abia: and his wife was of the daugh-
ters of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth.

6 And they were both righteous
before God, walking in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless,

7 and they had no child, because;

that Elisabeth was barren; and they
both were now well stricken in years.

8 And it came to pass, that, while
he executed the priest’s office before
God in the order of his course,

9 According to the custom of the
priest’s office, his lot was to burn in-
cense when he went into the temple
of the Lord.

10 And the whole multitude of the
people were praying without, at the
time of ix:leeux:se. .

11 An mapfeued unto him an

1 of the Lord, standing on the
ight side of the altar of incense.

12 And when Zacharias saw Aim,
: was troubled, and fear fell upon

m.

13 But the angel said unto him,
Fear not, Zacharias : for thy prayer is
heard ; and thy wife Elisabeth shall
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call
his name John.

14 And thou shalt have joy and
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to Zacharias. Jerusalem.

LUKE.
cH. 1. 5—25.
ladness, and many shall rejoice at his

15 For he shall be great in the sight
of the Lord, and drink neither
wine nor strong drink ; and he shall be
filled with the Holy Ghost, even from
his mother’s womb.

16 And many of the children of
g;adel shall he turn to the Lord their

17 And he shall go before him in the
spirit and power of Elias,* to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children,
nul:;l the disoﬁen:“tg the wistllom of

just ; to e a people pre-
pné‘d for the Lord. v o e

18 And Zacharias said unto the
angel, Whereby shall I know this?
for I am an old man, and my wife
well stricken in years.

19 And the angel, answering, said
unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in
the nce of God ; and am sent to

unto thee, and to shew thee
se glad tidings.

20 And behold, thou shalt be dumb,
and not able to speak, until the da
that these things shall be performed,
because thou believest not my words,
which shall be fulfilled in their season.

21 And the people waited for Zach-
arias, and marvelled that he tarried so
long in the temple.

23 And when he came out, he could
not unto them: and they per-
ceived that he had seen a vision in the
temple; for he beckoned unto them,
and remained speechless.

23 And it came to pass, that as
soon as the days of his ministration
were accomplished, he departed to his
own house.

24 And after those days his wife
Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself
five months, saying,

25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with
me in the days wherein he looked on
me, to take away my reproach among
men,

* Mal. iv. 5, 6.

JOHN.
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to Mary. Nazareth.

LUKE.
cH. 1. 36—38.

26 And in the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent from God unto a city
of ;‘7‘511'”’ named Nm;:eﬁ(;,

0 a virgi to a man
whose mme“vl;gal: J:c?;h, of the house
of David; and the virgin’s name was

28 And the came in unto her,
and said, Hail, that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women.

29 And when she saw Asm, she
was troubled at his saying, and cast
in her mind what manner of salutation
this should be.

Fear 2ok, Mavy : Tor thou hast Toned
‘ear n : for thon oun
favour &tb God.

31 And behold, thou shalt conceive
in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name JESUS.

33 He shall be great, and shall be
called the son of the Highest; and the
Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David.

33 And*® he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end.

34 Then said Mary unto the angel,
How shall this be, seeing 1 know not
aman?

35 And the angel answered and said
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest
.i':n? overshadow thee : therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of
thee, shall be called the Son of God.

36 And behold, thy cousin Elisa-
beth, she hath also conceived a son in
her old age ; and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren :

37 For with God nothing shall be
impossible.

38 And Mary said, Behold the
handmaid of t.]txhe I;:;d, bAen:lt gto m?
according to word. ange
departed from K

er.

JOHN.

Elisabeth. Juttah.

And Mary ! those da
39 An arose in those

and went into the hill-country wnyt;’
haste, into a city of Juda, !

* Mic. iv. 7.
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Elisabeth. Justak.

LUKE.
CH. 1, 39—56.

40 And entered into the house of
Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.

41 And it came to pass, that when
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary,
the babe leaped in her womb: and
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy
Ghost.

42 And she spake out with a loud
voice and said, Blessed ar¢ thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb.

43 And whence ss this to me, that
the "mother of my lord should come to
me

44 For lo, as soon as the voice of
thy salutation sounded in mine ears,
the babe leared in my womb for joy.

45 And blessed 1s she that believed:
for there shall be a performance of those
tihi(::f‘ which were told her from the

46 And Mary said, My soul doth
magnify the Lord,

47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour.

48 FYor he hath regarded the low
estate of his handmaiden : for behold,
from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed.

49 For he that is mighty hath done
to me great things; and holy és his
nam

e.

50 And his mercy ¢s on them that
fear him, from generation to genera-
tion.

51 He hath shewed stre with
his arm ; he hath scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.

52 He hath put down the mighty
from their seats, and exalted them of
low degree.

53 He hath filled the hungry with
good things, and the rich he hath sent
empty away.

54 He hath holpen his servant Is-
rael, in remembrance of Ais mercy ;

55 As* he spake to our fathers, to
Abrabam, and to his seed, for ever.

56 And Mary abode with her about
three months, and returned to her own
house.

* ls. xli. 8, 9; Gen. xxii. 16, seq.

JOHN.
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John the Baptist. Justah.

LUKE. . JOHN.
cH. 1. 57—80.

57 Now Elisabeth’s full time came
that she should be delivered ; and she
brought forth a son.

58 And her neighbours and heri
31:313 heard how the Il:)rd hagl
ew t mercy upon her; an

they rejom with her.

59 And it came to pass, that on
the eighth day they came to cir-
cumcise the child; and they called,
him Zacharias, after the name of his
father. i

60 And his mother answered and
said, not so; but he shall be called !
John.

61 And they said unto her, There
is none of thy kindred that is called
by this name.

62 And they made signs to his
father, how he would have him
called

63 And he asked for a writing-
table, and wrote, saying, His name 1s
John. And they marvelled all.

64 And his mouth was opened im-
mediately, and his tongue loosed, and |
he spake, and praised God.

65 And fear came on all that dwelt
round about them : and all these say-
ings were noised abroad throughout

the hill-country of Judea.

66 And all they that heard them,
laid tkess up in their hearts, saying,
What manner of child shall this be !
i:ind the hand of the Lord was with

m.

67 And his father Zacharias was
filled with the Holy Ghost, and pro-
phesied, saying,

68 Blessed b¢ the Lord God of Is-
rael; for he hath visited and redeemed
his people,

69 And hath raised up a horn of
salvation for us, in the house of his
servant David :

70 As he Tke by the mouth of
his holy prog ets, which have been '
sinee the world began : *

71 That we should be saved from
our enemies, and from the hand of all
T

o rm the mercy promis
to our fatieen, and to remember his
holy covenant ;
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§ 5. The birth of
MATTHEW. MARK.

§ 6. An Angel appears

cH. 1, 18—25.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ
was on this wise : When as his mo-
ther Mary was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, being |
a just man, and not willing to make .
her a public example, was minded to
put her away rmY

20 But while he thought on these
things, Behold, the angel of the Lord
Jppeared unto him in a dream, saying, |

oseph, thou son of David, fear not to :
take unto thee Mary thy wxfe for that |
which is conceived in her is of the!
Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call his name JESUS :
for he shall save his people from their
sins.

22 Now Al this was done, that it |

Matt. i. 19. hubaud.] There was commonly an interval of ten or twelve months, between
the making of the contract of marriage and the time of its celebration. Gen. xxiv. 55;
Judyg. xiv. 8. During this period, though there was no intercourse between the bride and
bridegroom, not even so much as an interchange of conversation, yet they were considered
and spoken of as husband and wife, If, at the end of this probationary period, the bride-
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John the Baptist. Juttak.

LUKE.
cA. 1. 57—80.

73 The oath which he sware to our
father Abraham *

74 That he would grant unto us,
that we, being delivered out of the
hand of our enemies, might serve him
without fear,

75 In holiness and righteousness
before him, all the days of our life.

76 And thou, child, shalt be called
the Prophet of the Highest, for thou
shalt go before the face of the Lord to

repare his ways ;

77 To give {nowledge of salvation
unto his people, by the remission of
their sins,

78 Through the tender mercy of our
God; whergb{et.‘}xe day-spring from on

ul

hx%h hath visi 8,
9 To give light to them that sit in
darkness and ¢n the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
80 And the child grew, and waxed
in spirit, and was in the deserts
till the day of his shewing unto Israel.

JOHN.

to Joseph.

Nazareth.

* Qen. xxii. 16, seq.

groom was unwilling to solemnize his engagements by the marriage of the bride, he was

bound to give her a bill of divorce, as if she had been his wife.

same
adulteress. Jaun’s Archeol. § 154,

, had illicit intercourse with another man

And if she, during the
, she was lisble to punishment, as an
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§6. An Angel appears

MATTHEW. MARK.
cH. 1. 18—26.
might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, mgng,
23 Behold,* a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son, and
they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with

us.

24 Then Joseph, being raised from
sleep, did as the 1 of the Lord had
biddenhim, and took unto him his wife :

25 And knew her not till she had
brought forth her first-born soun : and
he called his name JESUS. l

§7. The birth

§8. An Angel appears

* Is. vii. 14,

Luke ii. 1. @ decree.] This decree was issued eleven years before it was carried into
effect, the delay having been procured by Herod. This fact reconciles the evangelist with
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to Joseph. Nazareth.
LUKE. . ' JOHN.

of Jesus. Bethlehem.

cH. 1. 1—7. Bose da

AND it came to pass in those days,
that there went out a decree from
Cesar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed.

2 (And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

3 And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city.

4 And Jonrh also went,up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, (because
he was of the house and lineage of
David,)

5 To be taxed with Mary his

wife, being great with child.

6 And so it was, that while they
were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered.

7 And she brought forth her first-
born son, and wmﬂ:ed him in swad-
dling-clothes, and laid him in a man-
ger; because there was no room for
them in the inn.

to the Shepherds. Near Bethlehem.

cn. 11, 8—20.

8 And there were in the same coun-
try shepherds abiding in the field, keep-
ing watch over their flock by night.

9 And lo, the 1 of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the

the Roman historians, from whom it appears that Cyrenius was not governor when the
decree was issued, though he held that office when the census was taken and the tax
ssscased. See Townskxo, in loc.
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to the Shepherds. Near Bethlehem.
LUKE. JOHN.
cH. 1. 8—20.

Lord shone round about them; and
they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them,
Fear not : for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all peol?le.

11 For unto you is born this day,
in the city of David, a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.

12 And thisskall be a sign unto you ;
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling-clothes, lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host

ising God, and saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men.

15 And it came to , a8 the an-

els were gone away from them into
ﬁeaven, the shepherds said one to
another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us.

16 And they came with haste, and
found Mary and Joseph, and the babe
lying in a manger.
ﬂfg And when they had seen ¢, the
made known abroad the saying whic
was told them concerning this child.

18 And all they that heard iz, won-
dered at those things which were told
them by the she; heldx:u o

19 But Mary kept ese things,
and pondered them in her heart.

.20 And ;he al;ephelgs o;etfum:ﬂ, gtlho-
rifying and praising or e
things that fiey had heard and seen,
as it was told unto them.

his presentation in the temple. Bethlehem. Jerusalem.

cH. 11, 21—38.

21 And when eight days were ac-
complished for the circumcising of the
child,* his name was called JESUS,
which was s0 named of the angel be-
fore he was conceived in the womb.

22 And when the days of her puri-
fication according to the law of Moses
were accomplished, they brought him
ti: .Lemsalem, to present Aém to the

Td ;

* Gen. xvii, 12; Lev. xii. 3.
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his presentation in the Temple. Bethlahem. Jerusalem.

LUKE. '
cH. 1. 21—38. )

23 (Asit is written in the law of the
Lord,* Every male that openeth the
wombshall becalled holytothe Lord ;)

24 And to offer a sacrifice according
to that which is said in the law of the
Lord,+ A pair of turtle-doves, or two,
yo igeons.

;:gznd behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name toas Simeon ;.
and the same man twas just and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel :
and the Holy Ghost was upon him. |

26 And it was revealed unto him
by the Holy Ghost, that he should not
see death, before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ.

27 And he came by the Spirit into
the temple ; and when the parents
brought 1 the child Jesus, to do for
him after the custom of the law,

28 Then took he him up in his
arms, and blessed God, and said,

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy ser-
“onrt('l depart in peace, according to thy
word :

30 For mine eyes have seen thy sal-
vation,
31 Which thou hast prepared be-

fore the face of all people ;

32 A light to ligget:n the Gentiles,
and the glory of thy people Israel.

33 And Joeeph and his mother mar-
velled at those things which were
spoken of him.

34 And Simeon blessed them, and
said unto Mary his mother, Behold,
this child is $ set for the fall and rising
again of many in Israel; and for a
sign which shall be spoken against,

35 (Yea,a swordshall piercethrough l
thy own soul also;) that the thoughts
of many hearts may be revealed. J

36 And there was one Anna,a lpro-
phetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Aser: she was of a great
age, and had lived with a husband
seven years from her virginity.

37 And she was a widow of about
fourscore and four years, which de-
parted not from the temple, but served
God with fastings and prayers night

and day.
* Ex. xiif. 2; Numb. viii. 16, 17.

JOHN.

+ Lev. xii. 6, 8.

re

2 I vidi. 14,
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$9. The circamcision of Jesus and
MATTHEW. MARK.

§ 10. The Magi.

cH. 1. 1—12,

Now when Jesus was born in Beth-
lehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men
from the East to Jerusalem

2 Saying, Where is he that is born
king of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are come to
worship him.

3 en Herod the king had heard
these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him.

4 And whenhe had gathered all the
chief priests and scribes of the
ple together, he demanded of them
where Christ should be born.

5 And they said unto him, in Beth-
lehem of Judea: for thus it is written
by the prophet,

6 And* thou Bethlehem, ¢ the land
of Juda, art not thesleast among the
princes of Juda: for out of thee shall
come a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel.

7 Then Herod, when he had pri-
vily called the wise men, inquired
of them diligently what time the star
appeared.

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem,
and said Go, and search diligently for
the young c‘:ild; and when ye have
found Aém, bring me word again, that
I maw:me and worship him also.

9 en they had heard the king,
they departed ; and lo, the star, whic
they saw in the east, went before them,
till it came and stood over where the
young child was.

10 When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

11 And when they were come
into the house, they saw the yo
child with Mary his mother, and fe

Mic. v. 2.

Matth. ii. 8, ke was troudled.] According to Josephus, Herod was always in fear for
the stability of his throne, and anxious to pry into futurity to discover whether it was
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his presentation in the Temple. Bethlehem. Jerusalem.

LUKE. JOHN:
cH. m. 21-38.

38 And she coming in that ipstant,
gave thanks likewise unto the Lord,
and e of him to all them that
! for redemption in Jerusalem.

Jerusalem. Bethlehem.

likely to endure. Thus, when advanced to regal power, he sent for Manahem, an Essene,
who had predicted of him when a boy that he would be a king, to inquire of him how
long be should reign. Joszrn. Ant. xv. § 5. BLunT, Veracity, &c. § ii. 2.
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" 510. The Magi.

MATTHEW. |

cH. 1. 1—12.
down, and worshipped him: and when '
they had opened their treasures, they ,
resented unto him gifts ; gold, and |
incense, and myrrh. |
12 And being warned of God in
a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed into their own

country another way.

§ 11. The flight into Egypt. Herod's

q cnlal. 1. }13—23 d

13 And when they were departed,
behold, the angel of {he Lord appear-
eth to Joseph in a dream, saying,
Arise, and take the young child and
his mother, and flee into Egypt, and
be thou there until I bring thee word:
for Herod will seek the young child to
destroy him.

14 en he arose, he took the
young child and his mother by night,
and departed into Egypt :

15 And was there until the death
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the
fﬁ?et’ saying,* Out of Egypt have

ed my Son.

16 Then Herod, when he saw
that he was mocked of the wise men,
was exceeding wroth, and sent forth,
and slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts there-
of, from two years old and under, ac-
cording to the time which he had dili-
gently inquired of the wise men.

17 Then was fulfilled that which
was spoken by Jeremy the prophet,
saying,

18 In+ Rama was there a voice
heard, lamentation, and weeping, and

eat mourning, Rachel weeping for

er children, and would not be com-
forted, because they are not.

19 But, when Herod was dead, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeareth
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,

20 Saying, Arise, and take the

oung cg;ld and his mother, and go
into the land of Israel : for they are
i‘l:ad which sought the young child’s
ife.

21 And he arose, and took the young

® Hos. xi. 1. + Jer. xxxi. 15, and xI. 1.
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Jerusalem. Bethlehom.

LUKE.

JOHN.

cruelty. The return.

Bethlehem. Naszareth.

cH. 1. 39, 40.
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§ 11. The flight into Egypt. Herod’s

MATTHEW. MARK.
cH. 1. 13—23.
child and his mother, and came into
the land of Israel.

22 But when he heard that Arche-
laus did reign in Judea in the room of
his father Herod, he was afraid to
go thither: noththstmdmg, bei
warned of God in a dream, he turn
aside into the parts of Galilee :

23 And he came and dwelt in a cit, f'
called Nazareth : that it might be fu
filled which was spoken by the pro-
phets, He shall be called a Nazarene.*

§ 12. At twelve years of age, Jesus

* Is. xi. 1, and liii. 2; Zech. vi. 12; Rev. v. 5.

Matth. ii. 22, ke was afraid.] The naked statement of this fact, without explanation,
is a mark of the sincerity of the evangelist, for the value of which we are indebted to
Jouphuo, whorelates, (Ant. b. 17,¢h. 9, § 3,) an instance of savago crnelty in Archelaus,

diately on his to the throne, in three th persons to be
butcherod in cold blood, at the first passover after Herod's death. Such an act, committed
under such circumstances, must have been rapidly made known abroad, and inspired all
persons with horror,  Well, therefore, might Joseph fear to return. But Matthew's
incidental allusion to the cause, is characteristic of a man mtcnt only upon the statement
;f thg. main facts, and regardless of ap or exy BLounT, Veracity, &c.

i

Luke ii. 42; twelve years old.] Jewish children were not obliged to the observances
of the cemmonul law, until they attained to years of discretion, which, in males, was
fixed by common consent at twelve years. On arriving at this age, '.hey were taken to
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cruelty. The return. Bethlchem. Nazareth.
T

LUKE: JOHN.
cH. 1. 39, 40.

39 And when they had performed
according to the law of the
Lord ey returned into Galilee, to
their own city Nazareth.
40 And the child grew, and waxed
ni in spirit, filled with wisdom ;
e grace of God was upon him.

goes to the Passover. Jerusalem.

cH. 1. 41—52.

41 Now his parents went to Jerusa-
lem every year at the feast of the

ver.

42 And when he was twelve years
old, they went up to Jerusalem after
the custom of the feast.

43 And when they had fulfilled the
days, as they returned, the child Jesus
tarried behind in Jemsalem and
Joseph and his mother knew not g lt

44 But they, supposing him to
been in the company, went a day’s
journey ; and they sought him among
tAeir kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 And when they found him not,
the tm-}n:lel;il back again to Jerusalem,

46 And it came to pass, that after
three days they found him in the tem-

le, sitting in the midst of the doctors,
Eoth hearing them, and aslnng them
questions.

47 And all that heard him were

Jerusalem at the passover, of which they thenceforth participated, as “ sons of com-
mandment,” being fully initiated into the doctrines and ceremonies of the Jewish church, -
probably after examination by the doct This ts for the circumstance of his
being found among them, both hearing, and asking them questions. Sracxmousz, Hist.
N.T.ch.i; Bwolnun,m

Lukeii. 44 ; i the company. ] All who came, not only from the same aty, but from
the same canton or district, made one company. They carried necessaries along with
them, and tents for their lodging at night. Such companies they now call caravans,
and in several places have houses fitted up for their reception, called caravanseries.
This t of their of travelling furnishes a ready to the questi
How could Joseph and Mary make a day’s journey, without discovering, before mght,
that Jesus was not in the company? In the day-time, we may rcasonably presume,
the travellers would mingle with different parties of their friends and acquaintance; but
in the evening, when they were about to encamp, every one would join the family to
which he belonged. Caurssry, in loc.
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[parr 1.

§ 12. Attwelve years of age, Jesus

MATTHEW.

MARK.

§ 13.

The

oH. . 1—17.

Tue book of the generation of Jesus .
Christ, the son of David, the son of |
Abraham. i

2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac.

t Jacob ; and Jacob begat Judas:
and his brethren ; !

3 And Judas t Phares and Zara
of Thamar ; and P begat Esrom ;
and Esrom begat Aram;

4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and
Aminadab begat Naasson ; and Naas- |
son begat Salmon ; i

5 And Salmon begat Booz of Ra-
chab ; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth ;!
and Obed begat Jesse ;

6 And Jesse begat David the king;
and David the king begat Solomon of |
her that had been the wife of Urias ; .,

7 And Solomon begat Roboam ; and |
l‘:oboam begat Abia; and Abia bega.t,

sa;
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goes to the Passover. Jerusalem.

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. 11. 41—52, :

astonished at his understanding and

answers.

48 And when they saw him, they
were amazed: and his mother said
unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
dealt with us? Behold, thy father
and I have sought thee sorrowing.

49 And he said unto them, How is
it that {:songht me ? wist ye not that
1 maust be about my Father’s business ?

50 And they understood not the
saying which he spake unto them.

51 And he went down with them,
and came to Nazareth, and was subject
unto them : but his mother kept all
these sayings in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God
and man.

Genealogies.

cH. 1. 23—38, INVERTED.

38 The son of God, the son of
Adam, the som of Seth, the som of
Enos,

37 The son of Cainan, the son of
Maleleel, the son of Jared, the son of
Enoch, the son of Mathusala,

36 The son of Lamech, the son of
Noe, the son of Sem, the son of Ar-

the son of Cainan,

35 The son of Sala, the son of
Heber, the son of Phalec, the son of
Ragau, ¢he son of Sarach,

34 The son of Nachor, the son of

the son of Abraham, the son of
Isaac, the son of Jacob,

33 The son of Juda, the som of
Phares, the son of Esrom, the son of
Aram, the son of Aminadab,

32 The son of Naasson, the son of
Salmon, the son of Booz, the son of
Obed,!jwmofJesse,

31 The som of David, the son of
Nathan, the son of Mattatha, the son
of Menan, the son of Melea,

i
'

!
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[PaRT L

§13.

The

MATTHEW.
cH. 1. 1—17.

8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and
Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram
begat Ozias ;

9 And Ozias begat Joatham ; and
Joatham begat Achaz ; and Achaz be-
gat Ezekias ;

10 And Ezekias begat Manasses ;
and Manasses begat Amon ; and Amon
begat Josias ;

11 And Josias begat Jechonias and
his brethren, about the time they were
carried away to Babylon :

12 And after they were brought to
Babylon, Jechonias t Salathiel ;
and Salathiel begat Zorobabel ;

13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud;
and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Elia-
kim begat Azor;

14 And Azor begat Sadoc ; and Sa-
doc begat Achim ; and Achim begat
Eliud ;

16 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and
Eleazar begat Matthan ; and Matthan
begat Jacob ;

16 And Jacob begat Joseph the
husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus, who is called Christ.

17 8o all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen ge-
nerations ; and from David until the
carrying away into Babylon are four-

teen generations ; and from the -

ing away into Babylon unto Chnst
are fourteen generations.

MARK.

Note.—The Genealogy of Jesus, as given by Luke, is here inverted for the sake of
more convenient comparison with that given by Matthew.
The apparent discrepancies in these accounts are reconciled by Dr. Robinson, in the

following manner :

“1. In the genealogy given by Matthew, considered by iteelf, some difficulties present

themselves.

“1. There is some diversity among commentators in making out the three divisions,
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Genealogies.

7

LUKE.

cH. 111, 23—38, INVERTED.

30 TAe son of Eliakim, the son of
Jonan, the son of Joseph, the son of
Juda, the son of Simeon,

29 The som of Levi, the son of
Matthat, the son of Joram, the son of
Eliezer, the son of Jose,

28 The son of Er, the son of Elmo-
dam, ¢ke som of Cosam, the son of Addi,
the son of Melchi,

27 The son of Neri, the son of Sala-
thiel, the som of Zorobabel, the son of
Rhesa, the son of Joanna,

26 The son of Juda, the som of
Joseph, the son of Semei, the son of
Mattathias, the son of Maath,

25 The son of Nagge, the son of
Esli, the son of Naum, the son of
Amos, the son of Mattathias,

24 The son of Joseph, the son of
Janna, the son of Melchi, the son of
Levi, the son of Matthat,

23 TZhe son of Heli, the son of
Joseph,—And Jesus himself . . . be-

ing (as was supposed)—

JOHN.

each of fourteen generations, v. 17. It is, however, obvious, that the first division begins
with Abraham and ends with David. But does the second begin with David, or with
Solomon?  Assuredly with the former; because, just as the first begins apo Abraham,
so the second also is mid to begin apo David. The first extends heos Dawvid, and
includes him ; the second extends to an epoch and not to a person; and therefore the
persons who are mentioned as coeval with this epoch are not reckoned before it. After
the epoch the emumeration begins again with Jechoniah, and ends with Jesus. In this

way the three divisions are made out thus :—
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1. Abrabham. 1. David. 1. Jechoniah.
2. Isaac. 2. Bolomon. 2. Balathiel.
8. Jacob. 3. Roboam. 3. Zorobabel.
4. Judah. 4. Abish. 4. Abiud.
5. Phares. 5. Am. 5. Eliakim.
6. Esrom. 6. Josaphat. 6. Azxor.
7. Aram. 7. Joram. 7. Sadoc.
8. Aminadab. 8. Uzziah (Ozias). 8. Achim.
9. Naasson. 9. Jotham. 9. Eliud.
10. Salmon. 10. Abaz. 10. Eleazar.
11. Boaz. 11. Hezekiah. 11. Matthan,
12, Obed. 12. Manasseh. 12. Jacob.
18. Jesse. 13. Amon. 13. Joseph.
14. David. 14. Josish, 14. Jesus.

« 2. Another difficulty arises from the fact, that between Joram and Ozias, in v. 8,
three names of Jewish kings are omitted, viz. Ahazish, Joash, and Amazish ; see 2 K.
8, 25 and Chr. 22, 1. 2 K. 11, 2. 21 and 2 Chr. 22, 11. 2 K. 12, 21. 14, 1 and 2 Chr.
24, 27. Further, between Josiah and Jochoniah in v. 11, the name of Jehoiakim is also
omitted ; 2 K. 23, 34. 2 Chr. 36, 4. comp. 1 Chu. 8, 15. 16. lfthmfourmmu are to
be reckoned, then the second dmnon, instead of fourteen ge will tail
eighteen, in contradiction to v. 17. To avoid this diffculty, Newcome and some others
have regarded v. 17 as a mere gloss, ‘a marginal note taken into the text." This indeed
is in itself pounble ; yetall the external testimony of manuscripts md versions is in
favour of the genuineness of that verse. It is better therefore to d these as
having been cummtnly omitted in the current genealogwtl tables, from which Matthew
copied. Such omissions of particular generations did sometimes actually occur, ¢ propteres
quod malm essent et impim,’ according to R. Sal. Jarchi; Lightfoot, Hor. Heb. in Matth.
1, 8. A striking example of an omission of this kind, apparently without any such reason,
is found in Ezra 7, 1—5, compared with 1 Chr. 6, 3—15. This latter passage contains
the lineal descent of the high-priests from Aaron to the captivity ; while Ezra, in the place
cited, in tracing back his own genealogy through the very same line of descent, omits at
least six generations. A similar omission is necessarily implied in the genealogy of David,
s given Ruth 4, 20—22. 1 Chr. 2, 10—12. Matth. 1, 5, 6. Salmon was contemporary
with the capture of Jericho by Joshus, and married Rahab. But from that time until
David, an interval ofat least four hundred and fifty years (Acts 13, 20,) there intervened,
according to the list, only four generations, averaging of course more than one hundred
years to each. But the highest average in point of fact is three generations to a century ;
and if reckoned by the eldest sons they are usually shorter, or three generations for every
seventy-five or eighty years. 8ee 8ir I. Newton’s Chronol. p. 53. Lond. 1728.

“ We may therefore rest in the neceseary conclusion, that as our Lord’s regular descent
from David was alnye u.aﬂ.ed, and was never denied even by the Jews ; so Matthew, in
tracing this led to logical tables, which were public and
acknowledged in the family and tribe from which Christ sprang. He could not indeed do
otherwise. How much stress was laid by the Jews upon lincage in general, and how much
care and attention were bestowed upon such tables, is well known. See Lightfoot, Hor.
Heb. in Matth, 1, 1. Comp. Phil. 3, 4, 5.

“II. Other questions of some dlﬂicnlty present themselves, when we compare together
the two genealogies.

“ 1. Both tables at first view purport to give the lineage of our Lord through Joseph.
But Joseph cannot have been the son by natural descent of both Joseph and Heli (Eli),
Matth. 1, 16. Luke 3, 23. Only one of the tables therefore can give his true lineage by
genenuon. This is done apparently in that of Matthew ; because, beginning at Abraham,
it proceeds by natural descent, as we know from huwry, until after the exile ; ; and then
continues on in the same mode of expn.xon until Joseph. Here the phrase is changed ;
and it is no longer Joseph who ¢ begat * Jesus, but Joseph ¢ the husband of Mary, of whom
was born Jesus who is called the Christ.’ See Augustine de Consensu Evmgel. 1L 5.

“2. To whom then does the guneslogy in Luke chiefly relate? If in any way to
Joseph, as the language purports, then it must be because he in some way bore the log:l
relation of son to Heli, either by adoption or by marrisge. If the former simply, it is
difficult to comprehend why, along with his true personal lineage as traced by Matthew up
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Genealogies.

throngh the royal line of Jewish kings to David, there should be given also another
subordinate genealogy, not personally his own, and running back through a different and
inferior line to the same great ancestor. 1If, on the other hand, as is most probable, this
relation to Heli came by marriage with his daughter, so that Joseph was truly his son-in-
law (comp. Ruth 1, 8. 11. 12) ; then it follows, that the genealogy in Luke is in fact that
of Mary the mother of Jesus. This being 50, we can perceive a sufficient reason why this
genealogy should be thus given, viz. in order to show definitely, that Jesus was in the
most full and perfect sense a descendant of David : not only by law in the royal line of
hng through his reputed father, but also in fact by direct personal descent through his
mother.

“That Mary, like Joseph, was a descendant of David, is not indeed elsewhere expresaly
mid in the New Testament. Yet a very strong presumption to that effect is to be drawn
from the address of the angel in Luke 1, 32; as also from the language of Luke 2, 5,
where Joseph, as one of the posterity of David, is said to have gone up to Bethlehem, to
enroll himself with Mary his espoused wife. The ground and circumstances of Mary's
enrolment must obviously have been the same as in the case of Joseph himself. Whether
all this arose from her having been an only child and heiress, as some suppose, so that she
was espoused to Joseph in accordance with Num. 36, 8, 9, it is not necessary here to inquire.
See Michaelis ¢ Commentaries on the Laws of Moses, Part II. § 78.

“It is indeed objected, that it was not customary among the Jews to trace back descent
through the female line, that is, on the mother’s side. There are, however, examples to
show that this was sometimes done; and in the case of Jesus, as we have seen, there wasa
sufficient reason for it. Thus in 1 Chr. 2, 22, Jair is enumerated among the posterity of
Judah by regular descent. But the grandfather of Jair had married the daughter of Machir,
one of the heads of Manasseh, 1 Chr. 2,21, 7,14 ; and therefore in Num. 32, 40. 41, Jair
is called the son (d dant) of M h. In like manner, in Ezra, 2, 61, and Neh. 7,
63, a certain family is spoken of as ‘the children of Barzillai ;* because their ancestor ¢took
a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called after their name.’

“ 3. A question is raised as to the identity, in the two genealogies, of the Salathiel and
Zorobabel named as father and son, Matth. 1, 12. Luke 3,27. The Zorobabel of Matthew
is no doubt the chief, who led back the first band of captives from Babylon, and rebuilt the
temple, Ezra c. 2—6. He is also called the son of Salathicl in Ezra 3, 2. Neh. 12, 1.
Hagg. 1, 1. 2, 2. 23. Were then the Salathiel and Zorababel of Luke the same persons ?
Those who assume this, must rest solely on the identity of the names; for there is no
other possible evidence to prove, either that they were contemporary, or that they were not
different persons. On the other hand, there are one or two considerations, of some force,
which go to show that they were probably not the same persons.

“ First, if Salathiel and Zorobabel are indeed the same in both genealogies, then Sala-
thiel, who according to Matthew, was the son of Jechoniah by natural descent, must have
been called the son of Neri in Luke either from adoption or marriage. In that case, his
connection with David through Nathan, as given by Luke, was not his own personal
genealogy. It is difficult, therefore, to see, why Luke, after tracing back the descent of
Jesus to Salathiel, should abandon the true personal lineage in the royal line of kings, and
tarn aside again to a merely collateral and humbler line. If the mother of Jesus was in
fact descended from the Zorobabel and Salathiel of Matthew, she, like them, was descended
also from David through the royal line. Why rob her of this dignity, and ascribe to her
only a descent through an inferior lincage ? See Spanheim Dubia Evangel. I. p. 108, sq.

“ Again, the mere identity of names under these circumstances, affords no proof; for
nothing is more common even among contemporaries. Thus we have two Ezras; one in
Neh. 12, 1. 13, 33 ; from whom Ezra the scribe is expressly distinguished in v. 36. We
bave likewise two Nehemishs; one who went up with Zorobabel, Ezra 2, 2; and the other
the governor who went later to Jerusalem, Neh. 2,9, 8q. So too, as contemporaries, Joram
son of -Ahab, king of Israel, and Joram (Jehoram,) son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah ;
2 K. 8, 16, coll. v. 23. 24. Also Joash king of Judah, and Joash king of Israel ; 2 K.
13,9, 10. Further, we find in succession g the d dants of Cain the following
names : Enoch, Irad, Mehujael, Methusael, Lamech, Gen. 4,17, 18 ; and later among the
descendants of Seth these similar ones: Enoch, Methusalah, Lamech, Gen. 5, 21—25.
See Dr. Robinson’s Greek Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 183—187.
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[PaRrT M.

§ 14. The Ministry of

MATTHEW.

cA. 11, 1—12,

I~ those days came John the Bap-
tist, preaching in the wilderness of
Judea,

2 And saying, Repent ye ; for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.

3 For this is he that was spoken of
by the prophet Esaias, saying, The
voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.

4 And the same John had his rai-
ment of camel’s hair, and a leathern
girdle about his loins; and his meat
was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then went out to him Jerusalem,
and all Judea,and all the region round
about Jordan,

6 And were baptized of him in Jor-
dan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, O gene-
ration of vipers, who hath warned you
to flee from the wrath to come ?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet
for repentance :

9 And think not to say within your-
selves, We have Abraham to our
father: for I say unto you, that God
is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham.

10 And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: therefore
every tree which bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire.

MARK.
Tux beginuing of th 1 of
HE of the gog o
Jesus Christ the Son of God,g pe

2 As it is written in the prophets,*
Behold, I send my messenger before
thy face, which shall prepare thy way
before thee ;

3 The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.

4 John did baptize in the wilderness,
and preach the ll:aptism of repentance,
for the remission of sins.

5 And there went out unto him all
the land of Judea, and they of Jern-
salem, and were all baptized of him
in the river of Jordan, confessing their

sins.

6 And John was clothed with
camel’s hair, and with a girdle of a
skin about his loins; and he did eat
locusts and wild honey ;

* Mal. iii. 1; Is.xl. 3.

Luke iii. 2, Aigh priests.] In the New Testament, the same word is used for the
high priests, and the chicf priests, who were the heads of the twenty-four courses. So
that the two persons whom the Roman governor considered as the chief of the priests,
aud whose names stood as such in thoee public registers which seem here referred to,
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John the Baptist. _The Desers. The Jordan.

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. m. 1—-18.

Now in the fifteenth year of the
reign of Tiberius Cesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, and Herod
beingptetmrch of Galilee, and his bro-
ther Philip tetrarch of Iturea and of
the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias
the tetrarch of Abilene,

2 Annas and Caiargbu being the
high priests, the word of God came
unto John the son of Zacharias in the
wilderness.

3 And he came into all the coun-
try about Jordan, preaching the bap-
tism of repentance, for the remission
of mins ;

4 As it is written in the book of
the words of Esaias the prophet, say-
i:ﬁ" The voice of one crying in the

derness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.

5 Every valley shall be filled, and
every mountain and hill shall be
brought low; and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways
ghall be made smooth ;

6 And all flesh shall see the salva-
tion of God.

7 Then said he to the maltitude
that came forth to be baptized of him,
O generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath to
come !

8 Bring forth therefore fruits wor-
thy of repentance, and beﬂn not to
say within yourselves, We have Abra-
ham to owr father: for I say unto you,
That God is able of these stones to
raise up children unto Abraham.

9 And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees : every tree
therefore which bringeth not forth

fruit, is hewn down, and cast
into the fire,

10 And the people asked him, say-
ing, What shall we do then ?

® Is. xl. 3, seq.

may be intended.  An irregularity hed arisen out of the confusion of the times : and the
ruler or prince under the Romans, though a chief priest, was a distinct person from the
Aigh priest : Annas being the one, and Caisphas the other. Scort, in loc. See also
Canrszir, s loc.

¢ 2
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§ 14. The Ministry of

MATTHEW.

cH. 11, 1—12.

11 I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance : but he that cometh
after me is mightier than I, whose
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire :

12 Whose fan s in his hand, and
he will thoroughly purge his floor, and

ther his wheat into the garner ; but

e will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.

MARK.

cH. 1. 1—8.

7 And preached, saying, There
cometh one mightier than I after me,
the latchet of whose shoes I am not
worthy to stoop down and unloose.

8 I'indeed have baptized you with
water : but he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost.

§ 16. The Baptisn_l_._ )

cH. m. 13—17.

13 Then cometh Jesus from Ga-
lilee to Jordan unto John, to be bap-
tized of him.

14 But John forbade him, saying, I
have need to be bagtized of thee, and
comest thou to me

15 And Jesus answering said unto

@ him, Suffer ¢ ¢to be so now : for thus
it becometh us to fulfil all righteous-

ness. Then he suffered him.

16 And Jesus, when he was ba
tized, went up strm;ghtway out of the
water : and lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him :

on. 1. 9—11.
9 And it came to pass in those
days, that Jesus came from Nazareth

of Qalilee, and was baptized of John
in Jordan.

10 And straightway coming up out
of the water, he saw the ieavens
opened, and the Spirit like a dove de-
scending upon him.

11 And there came a voice from
heaven saying, Thou art my be-
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John the Baptist. The Desert. The Jordan.

LUKE.
cH. ur. 1—18.

11 He answereth and saith unto
them, He that hath two coats, let
him im to him that hath none;
and he hath meat, let him do like-
wise,

« 12 Then came also publicans to be
baptized, and said unto him, Master,
what shall we do?

13 And he said unto them, Exact
no more than that which is appointed

ou.
y 14 And the soldiers likewise de-
manded of him, saying, And what
shall we do? And hesaid unto them,
Do violence to no man, neither accuse
any falsely ; and be content with your

wages.

16 And as the people were in ex-

mion, and all men mused in their
of John, whether he were the
Christ, or not ;

16 John answered, saying unto them
all, I indeed baptize you with water ;
but one mightier than I cometh, the
latchet of whose shoes I am not wor-
thy to unloose: he shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire :
N lzﬂmose uzxn is in hil:: hgnd, ang

e will thoroughly purge his floor, an
will gather the wﬂe&t into his garner ;
but the chaff he will burn with fire
unquenchable.

18 And many other things in his
exhortation preached he unto the
people.

JOHN.

of Jesus.

The Jordan.

cH, m. 21—23.
21 Now, when all the people were
baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus
also being baptized,

and praying, the

heaven was opened, P ’
22 And the Holy Ghost descended
in a bodily shape like a dove upon him,
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§ 15. The Baptism

MATTHEW.

cH. mt. 13—17,
17 And lo, a voice from heaven,
saKing, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.

MARK.
oH, L. 9—11.
loved Som, in whom I am well

pleased.

§ 16. The Temptation. *

cH. v, 1—11.

Tuen was Jesus led up of the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of
the devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty
days and forty nights, he was after-
ward an hungered.

3 And when the tempter came to
him, he said, If thou be the Son of
God, command that these stones be
made bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is
written * Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceed-
eth out of the mouth of God.

&5 Then the devil taketh him up
into the holy city, and setteth him on
a pinnacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto ﬁim, If thou be
the Son of God cast thyself down, for
it is writtent He shall give his angels
charge concerlﬁn%et:ree: and in their
hands they shall thee up, lest at
any time thou dash thy foot against a
stone.

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written
again, I Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.

8 Again, the devil taketh him u;
into an exceeding high mountain an
sheweth him all the iinﬁdoms of the
world, and the glory of them :

9 And saith unto him, All these
things will 1 give thee, if thou wilt
fall down and worship me.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get
thee hence, Satan: for it is written, §

* Deut. viii. 3. + Deut. vi. 16.

cH. 1. 12—13.

12 And immediately the Spirit
driveth him into the wilderness.

13 And he was there in the wilder-
ness forty days tem of Satan;
and was with the wild beasts ; and
the angels ministered unto him.

1 Ps. xci. 11, § Deut. vi. 13.

Note.]—There is a seeming discrepancy between Matthew and Luke, in the order ot




suo. 15, 16.] THE GOSPELS.

of Jesus. The Jordan.

LUKE.
cH. m1. 21—23.
and a voice came from heaven, which
said, Thoun art my beloved Son ; in
thee I am well pleased.
23 And Jesus himself began to be
about thirty years of age,

Desert of Judea.

cH. 1v. 1—13.
AND Jesus, being full of the Holy
Ghost, returned from Jordan, and was
led by the Spirit into the wilder-

Dess,

2 Being forty days tempted of the
devi. And in those dayap he did eat
nothing : and when they were ended,
he afterward hungered.

3 And the devil said unto him, If
thou be the Son of God, command this
stone that it be made bread.

4 And Jesus answered him, saying,
It is written, That man shall not live
%v‘,dbmd alone, but by every word of

9 And he brought him to Jerusalem,
and set him on a pinnacle of the tem-
le, and said unto him, If thou be the
gon of God, cast thyself down from
hence :
10 For it is written, He shall give
Es angels charge over thee, to keep

oe :

11 And in their hands they shall
bear thee up, lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a stone.

12 And Jesus answering, said unto

him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt
the Lord thy God P

y God.

5 And the devil, taking him up into
a hﬁ' mountain, shewed unto him, all
the kingdoms of the world in a moment
of time.

6 And the devil said unto him, All
this power will I give thee, and the
glory of them : for that is delivered
unto me, and to whomsoever I will,
1 give it.

7 If thou therefore wilt worship
me, all shall be thine. -

8 And Jesus answered and said

the temptations ; but Luke does not affirm the order; whereas Matthew uses perticles, in

v.2 and 8, which seem to fix it as he has written.
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§ 16. The Temptation.
MATTHEW. MARK.

cH, 1v. 1—11.
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou serve.
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and
behold, angels came and ministered
unto him.

§ 17. Preface to
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- Desert of Judea. I
LUKE. i JOHN.

cH. 1v. 1—13.
unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan :
for it is written, Thou shalt worshi
the Lord thy God, and him only shalp
thou serve.
13 And when the devil had ended
all the temptation, he departed from
him for a season. .
3 John’s Gospel. o
cH. 1. 1—18.
In the inning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and the
Word T]:vas God. the be

2 The same was in the beginning
i Gl?dthmgu made by hi

3 A ings were e im ;
and without him was not aiything
made that was made.

4 In him was life; and the life was
the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in dark-
ness ; and the darkness comprehended
it not.

6 There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John.

7 The same came for a witness, to
bear witness of the Light, that all men
through him might believe.

Buﬁe was not that Light, but was
sent to bear witness of that Light.

9 That was the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.

10 He was in the world, and the
world was made by him, and the world
knew him not.

11 He came unto his own, and his
own received him not.

12 But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe
on his name :

13 Which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only be-
got:ﬁn of the Father,) full of grace and
tru

15 John bare witness of him, and
cried, saying, This was he of whom I
spake, He that cometh after me, is
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o § 17. Preface to '
MATTHEW. MARK.

§ 18. Testimony of John the Baptist

John i. 21.] John mesns that he was not really Elias risen from the desd. But
when Jesus says, (Matth. xvii, 12, and xi. 14,) that Elias was come already, he means
that John had appeared im the apirit and power of Elias. Lukei. 17. Thus likewise,
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John’s Gospel.

LUKE. JOHN.
CcH. 1. 1—18.
preferred before me ; for he was before

me.

16 And of his fulness have all we
received, and for grace.

17 For the law was given by Moses,
but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.

18 No man hath seen God at an
time ; the only begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared Asm.

to Jesus. Bethany beyond Jordan.

cH. 1. 19—34.

19 And this is the record of John,
when the Jews sent priests and Levites
{rhom ’Jerusalem, to ask him, Who art

ou

20 And he confessed, and denied
not; but confessed, I am not the
Christ.

21 And they asked him, What
then 1 Art thou Elias ? And he saith,
I am not. Art thou that prophet?
And he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, Who
art thou ? that we may give an answer
to them that sent us. What sayest
thou of thyself 1

23 He said,* 1 am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent were
of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said
unto him, Why baptizest thou then,
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias,
neither that prophet ?

26 John answered them, saying, I
baptize with water: but there stand-
eth one among you, whom ye know
not.

27 He it is, who coming after me,
is preferred before me, whose shoe’s
latchet I am not worthy to unloose.

® s xL 8.

Jobhn here denies that he is one of the ancient prophets again appearing on earth: see
Luke ix. 19; with which our Lord"s asertion that he was an eminent prophet, Luke vii.
28, seems perfectly consistent. Nxwconr.
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MATTHEW.

MARK.

~ §19. Jesus gains

|
i
|
1
{
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to Jesus. Bethany beyond Jordan.

LUKE.

JOHN.
cH. 1. 19—34,

28 These things were done in
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John
was baptizing.

29 The next day John seeth Jesus
coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world !

30 This is he of whom I said, After
me cometh a man which is preferred
before me ; for he was before me.

31 And I knew him not: but that
he should be made manifest to Israel,
therefore am I come baptizing with
water.

32 And Jobn bare record, saying,
I saw the Spirit descending from hea-
ven like a dove, and it abode upon

m.

33 And I knew him not: but he
that sent me to baptize with water,
the same said unto me, Upon whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending
and remaining on him, the same is he
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

34 Ang 1 saw and bare record, that
this is the Son of God.

B disciples. The Jordan. Galilee.

cH. 1. 356—51.

35 Again the next day after, John
stood, and two of his di 'gles ;

36 And looking upon Jesus as he
w:ldked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of
God !

37 And the two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus.

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw
them following, and saith unto them,
What seek ye ? They said unto him,
Rabbi,teéwhich is to say, being in-
terpreted, Master,) where dwellest
thou ?

39 He saith unto them, Come and
see. They came and saw where he
dwelt, and abode with him that day :
for it was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard
John speak, and followed him, was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
|41 He first findeth his own brother
! Simon, and saith unto him, We have
| found the Messias; which is, being
!interpreted, the Christ.
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§ 19. Jesus gains
MATTHEW. MARK.

John i. 42.] Kings and princes very often changed the names of those who held
offices under them, particularly when they first attracted their notice and were taken
into their employ; and when subsequently they were elevated to some new station,
and crowned with additional honours. Gen. xli. 45; and xvii. §; and xxxii. 28;
and xxxv. 10; 2 Kin. xxiii. 84, 35 ; aud xxiv. 17 ; Dan. i.6. Hence a name (a new
name) occurs tropically, as a token of honour, in Phil. ii. 9; Heb. i. 4; Rev.ii. 17. See
aleo Mark iii. 17. Jann's Archmol. § 164.
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___ disciples. The Jordan. Galilee.

LUKE.

JOHN.
cH. 1. 36—51.

42 And he brought him to Jesus.
And when Jesus beheld him, he said,
Thou art Simon the son of Jona : thou
shalt be called Cephas; which is, by
interpretation, a stone.

43 The day following Jesus would
f’o forth into Galilee, and findeth
hilip, and saith unto him, Follow

me.

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter.

46 Philip findeth Nathanael, and
saith unto him, We have found him
of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write, Jesus of Naza-
reth the son of Joseph.

46 And Nathanael said unto him,
Can there any thing come out of
Nazareth 7 Philip saith unto him,
Come and see.

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to
him, and saith of him, Behold an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no
guile !

48 Nathanael saith unto him,
Whence knowest thou me? Jesus
answered and said unto him, Be-
fore that Philip called thee, when
tt.ll:ou wast under the fig-tree, I saw

ee.

49 Nathanael answered and saith
unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son
of l(}od; thou art the King of Is-
rael.

50 Jesus answered and said unto

him, Because I said unto thee, I saw
thee under the fig-tree, believest thou?
thou shalt see greater things than
these.
61 And he saith unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye
 shall see heaven open, and the angels
1of God ascending and descending
| apon the * Son of man.

xxviii, 12.

Joksn i. 45, Natharael.] This apostle is supposed to be the same with Bartholomew,
of whom John says nothing; and the others make no mention of Nathanael. This
seems to have been his proper name; since the name of Bartholomew is not a proper name,
bat only signifies the son of Ptolomy. Nathanael is also ranked among the Apostles to
whom Jesus showed himself. John xxi. 2—4. A. Crarx, in loc.
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§ 20. The Marriage o
MATTHEW. MARK.
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at Cana of Galilee.
LUKE. | ‘ JOHN.
cH. 1. 1—12.
_ Anp the third day there was a mar-

risage in Cana of QGalilee; and the

mother of Jesus was there.

lnsz d;:gdlboth .{]e:ns was called, and
is disciples, to the marriage.

-3 Amf when tbeywmwd wine, the
mother of Jesus saith unto him, They
have no wine.

4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman,
what have I to do with thee ¥ mine
hour is not yet come.

5 His mother saith unto the sere
;antn, Whatsoever he saith unto you,

o #¢.

6 And there were set there six
water-pots of stone, after the manner
of the purifying of the Jews, contain-
ing two or firkins apiece.

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the
water-pots with water. And they
filled them up to the brim.

8 And he saith unto them, Draw
out now, and bear unto the governor
of the feast. And they bare .

9 When the ruler of the feast had
tasted the water that was made wine,
and knew not whence it was, (but the
servants which drew the water knew,)
the governor of the feast called the
bridegroom,

};1) And saith ustomhim, lfiv;'a';y 8?63
at the begm.nmﬁ i oth set fo

wine; and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse : but
thou hast kept the good wine until
now.

11 This beginning of miracles did
Jesus in Cana of %ee, and mani-
fested forth his glory ; and his disci-
ples believed on him.

12 After this he went down to
Capernaum, he, and his mother, and
his brethren, and his disciples ; and
they continued there not many days.
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MATTHEW. | MARK.
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the traders out of the Temple. Jerusalem.

LUKE.

JOHN.
cH. 1. 13—25.

13 And the Jews’ passover was at
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14 And found in the temple those
that sold oxen, and sheep, and doves,
and the ers of mti:;?, sitting :

15 And when he made a
scourge of small cords, he drove them
all out of the temple, and the sheep,
and the oxen; and poured out the
changers’ money, and overthrew the
tables ;

’

16 And said unto them that sold
doves, Take these things hence :
make not my Father’s house an house
of merchandise.

17 And his disciples remembered
that it was written,* The zeal of thine
house hath eaten me up.

18 Then answered the Jews, and
said unto him, What sign shewest
thou unto us, seeing that thou doest
these things 1

19 Jesus answered and said unto
them, Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Four:{ and
six years was this temple in building,
and wilt thou rear it up in three days ?

.21 But he spake of the temple of

body.

22 ‘{'hen therefore he was risen
from the dead, his disciples remem-
bered that he had said this unto them :
and they believed the scripture, and
the word which Jesus had said.

23 Now, when he was in Jerusa-
lem at the passover, in the feast-day,
many believed in his name, when they
saw the miracles which he did.

24 But Jesus did not commit him-
self unto them, because he knew all

men.

25 And needed not that any should
testify of man : for he knew what was
in man.

with Nicodemu

8. Jerusalem.

CH. 11, 1—21.

Tarre was a man of the Pharisees
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews :

2 The same came to Jesus by night,

* Ps. Ixix. 9.
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§ 22. Our Lord’s discourse
MATTHEW. MARK.
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- ‘with Nicodemus. Jerusalom. o
LUKE. JOHN.

oH. 1. 1—21.
and said unto him, Rabbi, we know
that thou art a teacher come from
God : for no man can do these mira-
cles that thou doest, except God be
with him.

3 Jesusanswered and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How
can a man be born when he is old ?
can he enter the second time into his
mother’s womb, and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born
of water, and z‘ the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which 18 born of the flesh,
* is flesh ; and that which is born of the
Spirit, is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee,
Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it list-
eth, and thou hearest the sound there-
of, i)nt canst not tell whence it com-
etil, and whither it t'ﬁoet.h : 80 is every

one that is born of the Spirit.
9 Nicodemus answered and said
unto him, How can these things be ?

10 Jesus answered and said unto
him, Art thou a master of Israel, and
knowest not these things ?

11 Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee,
We stmnk that we do know, and tes-
tify that we have seen; and ye re-
celve not our witness.

12 If I havetold you earthly things,
and ye believe not, how sh e be-
lieve if I tell you of heavenly things ?

13 And no man hath ascended up
to heaven, but he that came down from
heaven, even the Son of man which is
in heaven.

14 And as® Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him
$0dd not perish, but have eternal

€

16 For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that

* Numb. xxi. 8, seq.
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§ 22. Our Lord’s discourse

MATTHEW.

!

MARK.

§ 23. Jesus remains in Judea and baptizes.
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with Nicodemus. Jerusalem.

LUKE.

JOHN.
oR. m. 1—21,

not perish, but Have everlasting life.
1?35?’0@ sent not %n into

the world to condemn the world, but

thatd the world through him might be

saved.

18 He that believeth on him, is not
condemned : but he that believeth not,
is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation
that light is come into the world and
men loved darkness rather than iight,
because their deeds were evil.

20 For every onme that doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light;d lest his deeds should be re-
proved.

21 But he that doeth truth, cometh
to the light, that his deeds may be
!m?}:d manifest, that they are wrought
in .

Further testimony of John the Baptist.

oH. 111 22—36.
22 After these things came Jesus
and his disciples into the land of
Judea ; and there he tarried with them,

and baxtwed' .

23 And John also was baptizing in
| Znon, near to Salim, because there
was much water there: and they
came, and were baptized.

24 For John was not yet cast into
prison.

25 Then there arose a question be-
| theen;oi;c of n{gfh;’s disciples and the

ews, about ing.

26 And tgey came unto John and
said unto him, Rabbi, he that was
with thee beyond Jordan, to whom
thou bearest witness, behold, the same
baptizeth, and all men come to him.

27 John answered and said, A man
' can receive nothing, except it be given
| him from heaven.

i 28 Ye gourselves bear me witness,

_that I said, I am not the Christ, but

. that I am sent before him.

. 29 He that hath the bride is the
bridegroom : but the friend of the

| bridegroom, which standeth and hear-

whosoever believeth in him, should -
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§ 23. Jesus remains in Judea and baptizes.

MATTHEW.

MARK.

§ 24. Jesus departs into Galilee

OH. IV. 12.

12 Now, when Jesus had heard that
John was cast into prison, he departed
into Galilee.

CcH. x1v. 3—5

3 For Herod had laid hold on John,
and bound him, and put A¢m in prison
f:irf Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s

e.

4 For John said unto him, It is not
lawful for thee to have her.

5 And when he would have put him
to death, he feared the multitude, be-
cause they counted him as a prophet.

CH. I. 14,

14 Now, after that John was put in

prison, Jesus came into Galilee.
cH. vi. 17—20.

17 For Herod himself had sent
forth and laid hold upon John, and
bound him in prison for Herodias’
sake, his brother Philip’s wife: for he
had married her.

18 For John had said unto Herod,
It is not lawful for thee to have thy
brother’s wife.

19 Therefore Herodias had a quar-
rel against him, and would have killed

him ; but she could not :
l 20 For Herod feared John, know-
ing that he was a just man and an holy.
"and observed him: and when he hear:
him, he did many things, and heard
| him gladly.
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Further testimony of John the Baptist.

LUKE.

JOHN.

@ hi oH. 15.1 22—36. beca .
e m, rejoiceth greatly, use o
the bri . m’s voice : this my joy
therefore 1s fulfilled.

30 He must increase, but I must
decrease.

31 He that cometh from above, is
above all : he that is of the earth is
earthly, and speaketh of the earth : he
that cometh from heaven is above all.

32 And what he hath seen, and
heard, that he testifieth ; and no man
receiveth his testimony.

33 He that hath received his testi-
mony, hath set to his seal that God is
true.

34 For he whom God hath sent,
speaketh the words of God : for God
ilyeth not the Spirit by measure wnto

.

35 The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into his hand.

36 He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son, shall not see
life l’n but the wrath of God abideth
on him.

~ after John's imprisonment.

CAH. W.> i4.

14 And Jesus returned in the pow-
er of the Spirit into Galilee :

ca. ni. 19, 20.
19 But Herod the tetrarch, being re-
roved by him for Herodias his brother
ghili s wife, and for all.the evils
which Herod had done

shut up John in prison.

*

20 Added et this above all, that he |

CcH. Iv. 1—3.

Waen therefore the Lord knew
how the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus made and baptized more disci-
ples than Jobn,

2 (Though Jesus himself baptized
not, but his disciples,)

3 He left Judea, and departed again
into Galilee.
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8 25_._(_)ur Lord’s discourse with the Samaritan woman.
MATTHEW. | MARK.
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Many Samaritans believe on him. SAechem or Neapolis.

LUKE.

JOHN.
oH. IV. 4—42,
4 And he must needs go through
Samaria.

5 Then cometh he to a city of Sa-
maria, which is called Sychar, near to
the parcel of ground that Jacob gave
to his son Joseph.

6 Now Jacobs well was there.
Jesus therefore being wearied with
Ais journey, sat thus on the well: and
it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Sama-
ria to draw water ; Jesus saith unto
her, Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away
unto the city to buy meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Sama-
ria unto him, How is it that thou, be-
ing a Jew, askest drink of me, which
am a woman of Samaria? for the
Jews have no dealings with the Sama-
ritans,

10 Jesus answered and said unto
her, If thou knewest the gift of God,
and who it is that saith to thee, Qive
me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked
of him, and he would have given thee
living water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir,
thou hast nothing to draw with, and
the well is deep : from whence then
hast thou that living water 1

12 Art thou greater than our father
Jacob, which gave us the well, and
drank thereof himself, and his child-
ren, and his cattle

13 Jesus answered and said unto
her, Whosoever drinketh of this water,
shall thirst again :

14 But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him, shall never
thirst ; but the water that I shall give
him, shall be in him a well&(water

inging up into everlasting life.
splligg’ll‘nlfe vgoman saith unto him, 8ir,
give me this water, that I thirst not,
neither come hither to draw.

16 Jesussaith unto her, Go call thy
husband, and come hither.

17 The woman answered and said,
I have no husband. Jesus said unto
her, Thou hast well said, I have no
husband :

18 For thou hast had five hus-
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§ 25. Our Lord’s discourse with the Samaritan woman. -
MATTHEW. MARK.

|
i
§ 26. Jesus teaches
cH. Iv. 17. CH. L. 14,15.

17 From that time Jesus began to

reach, and to say, Repent: for the |G

dom of heaven is at hand.

pr:daching the gospel of the kingdom of

15 And saying, The time is ful-
filled, and the kingdom of God is at
hafd ; repent ye, and believe the gos-
pel.

§ 27. Jesus, again at

Cana, heals the son
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Many Samaritans believe on him. Skechem or Neapolis.

LUKE.

JOHN.
oH. Iv. 4—42.

35 Say not ye, There are yet four
months, and tken cometh harvest? be-
hold, I say unto tZou, Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields ; for they

| are white already to harvest.

i 36 And he that reapeth receiveth
| wages, and gathereth fruit unto life
| eternal : that both he that soweth,
;and he that reapeth, may rejoice
| together.

37 And herein is that sayh:g true,
, One soweth, and another reapeth.

38 I sent you to reap that whereon

e bestowed no labour : other men la-
ured, and ye are entered into their
labours.

39 And many of the Samaritans of
that city believed on him for the say-
ing of the woman, which testified, He
told me all that ever I did.

40 So when the Samaritans were
come unto him, they besought him
that he would tarry with them : and
he abode there two days.

41 And many more believed, be-
cause of his own word ;

42 And said unto the woman, Now
we believe, not because of thy saying:
for we have heard Aém ourselves, and
know that this is indeed the Christ,
the Saviour of the world.

publicly in Galilee.

cH. 1v. 14, 15.
and there went out a fame of him
through all the region round about.
15 And he t in their syna-
gogues, being glorified of all.

Now, after two days he departed
43 Now, after two days he de;
thence, and went into (gli.lee.

44 For Jesus himself testified, that
a prophet hath no honour in his own
country.

45 Then when he was come into
Galilee, the Galileans received him
having seen all the things that he did
:at Jerusalem at the feast: for they
“also went unto the feast.

of a nobleman lying ill at Capernaum. Cana of Galilee.

cH. Iv. 46—54.

46 8o Jesus came again into Cana
of Galilee, where he made the water
wine. And there was a certain noble-

| man, whose son was sick at Caper-
| naum,
| 47 When he heard that Jesus was

1



114 HARMONY OF (PART 11

§ 27. Jesus, again at Cana, heals the son
MATTHEW. MARK.

§ 28. Jesus is rejected at Nazareth,
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of a nobleman lying ill at Capernaum. Cana of Galilee.

LUKE.

JOHN.
oh. 1v. 46—54.
come out of Judea into Galilee, he
went unto him, and besought him that
he would come down, and heal his
son: for he was at the point of
death,

48 Then said Jesus unto him, Ex-
cept ye see signs and wonders, ye will
not believe.

49 The nobleman saith unto him,
8ir, come down ere my child die.

50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy
way ; thy son liveth. And the man
believed the word that Jesus had
spoken unto him, and he went his

way.
51 And as he was now goinﬁ down,
his servants met him, and told Asm
saying, Thy son liveth.

52 Then inquired he of them the
hour when he to amend. And
they said unto him, Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him,

53 So the father knew that i¢ was
at the same hour, in the which Jesus
said unto him, Thy son liveth : and
himself believed, and his whole
house.

54 This 4s again the second mira-
cle that Jesus did, when he was come
out of Judea into Galilee.

and fixes his abode at Capernaum.

cH. 1v. 16—31.

16 And he came to Nazareth, where
be had been brought up : and, as his
custom was, he went into the syna-
gogue on the sabbath-day, and stood
up for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto
him the book of the prophet Esaias.
And when he had o the book,
be found the place where it was writ-

18 The Spirit of the Lord ds upon
me, bee:llxnsl:’.IP& u:ginted me ltl.o
e to the r; he
sent me to heal thepot‘:roken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that
are bruised,

® Is, Ixi. 1, and lviii. 6.
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§ 28. Jesus is rejected at Nazareth,

MATTHEW. MARK.
oH. 1v. 13—186.

Luke iv. 20, sat down.] The service of the synagogue consisted of reading the
scriptures, prayer, and preaching. The posture in which the latter was performed,
whether in tho synagogue or elsewhere, (scoe Matth. v. 1; Lauke v. 3,) was sitting.
Accordingly when our Saviour had resd the portion of scripture, in the synagogue at
Nazareth, of which he was a member, having been brought up in that city, and then,
instead of retiring to his place, sat down in the desk or pulpit, it is eaid “ the eyes of all
that were present were fastened upon him,” because they perceived, by his posture, that he
was about to preach to them. 8ce also Acts xiii. 14, 15. Jenwinos, Ant. 375.
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and fixes his abode at Capernaum.

LUKE.
cH. 1v. 16—31.

19 To l.srem:h the acceptable year
of the Lord.

20 And heclosed the book,and hegave
12 again to the minister, and sat down.
And the eyes of all them that were in
the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 And he began to say unto them,
This day is the scripture fulfilled in
your ears.

22 And all bare him witness, and
wondered at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth. And
they said, Is not this Joseph’s son ?

23 And he said unto them, Ye will
surely say unto me this proverb, Phy-
sician, heal thyself: whatsoever we
have heard done in Capernaum, do
also here in thy country.

24 And he said, Verily, I say unto
you, No prophet is accepted in his
own country.

25 Bntt?tell you of a truth, many
widows were in Israel in the days of
Elias, when the heaven was shut up
three years and six months, when great
famine was throughout all the land :

26 But unto none of them was
Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city
of Sidon, unto a woman that was a
widow.*

27 And many lepers were in Israel
in the time of Eliseus the prophet ; and
none of them was cleansed, saving
Naaman the Syrian.t

28 And all they in the synagogue,
when they heard these things, were
filled with wrath,

29 And rose up, and thrust him out
of the city, and led him unto the brow
of the hill, (whereon their city was
built,) that they might cast him down
headlong.

* 1 Kings xvii. 1, 9.

JOHN.

+ 2 Kings v. 14.

Luke iv. 20, to the minister.] This word denotes only a subordinato officer, who
attended the minister and obeyed his orders in what concerned the more scrvile part of
the work. Among other things he had charge of the sacred books, and delivered thom to
those to whom he was commanded by his superiors to deliver them. After the reading
was over, be deposited them in their proper place. CampseLr, tn loc.

Lake iv. 29, the brow of the hill.] The accuracy of this description is attested by
travellers, to this day. Sec Rosinson’s Travels in Palestine, vol. iii., pp. 186, 187.
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§ 28. Jesus is rejected at Nazareth,
MATTHEW. ! MARK.
of. v. 13—16. |
|
|
13 And leaving Nazareth, he came '

and dwelt in Capernaum, which is
upon the sea-coast, in the borders of
bulon and Napthalim ;
14 That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esaias the prophet,

saying,”

15 The land of Zabulon, and the
land of Napthalim, &y the way of
the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles:

16 The people which sat in dark-
ness, saw t light ; and to them
which sat in the region and shadow
of death, light is sprung up.

§ 29. The call of Simon Peter and Andrew, and of James

CH. 1v. 18—22.
18 And Jesus, walking by the sea
of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon
called Peter, and Andrew his ‘Jrothor,

cH. 1. 16—20,
16 Now as he walked by the sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon, and Andrew
his brother,

* Js. ix. 1.

Matth. iv. 18, walking.] Matthew says that the disciples were called by Christ
while walking by the sea, because that calling followed the walk by the sea. “ We say
that a thing was done by one walking in this or that place, because he took such a

walk, whether he who did the act was then walking, or sitting or standing.”

Spanh.

dub. lxxii. v. 2, This remark reconciles  walking,” Matth. iv. 18 with “stood,”
Luke v. 1. A like remark may be made with respect to the passages placed parallel
to Luke v. 6. Jesus is conciscly represented as if he had at first seen Poter and
Andrew casting & net into the ses, because they were employed thus in consequence of

the interview.

Luke does not deny that more than Simon were seen, nor does he affirm that Simon
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and fixes his abode at Capernaum.

LUKE. JOHN.
But be, pass og through th
30 But he i e
midst of them: went his wa ’ng
31 And came down to C{pernaum,
a city of Galilee,

and John, with the miraculous draught of fishes. Near Capernaum.

CH. V, 1—11.tlm
AND it came to t as the

people gresed upon to hear the
word of God, he stood by the lake of
Gennesaret,

2 And saw two ships standing by
the lake : but the ermen were
gone out of them, and were washing
thAesr nets.

3 And he entered into one of the
ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed
him that he would thrust out a little
ﬁ'onlzh thteh land. lAnd hg Et dgvn, and
taught the people out of the ship.

4 Now, when he had left spela)xking,
he said unto Simon, Launch out into
the deep, and let down your nets for
a draught.

5 And Simon, answering, said unto
him, Master, we have toiled all the
night, and have taken nothing ; never-
theless, at thy word I will let down
the net.

alone was seen. Indeed our Lord is said to have seen two ships by the lake. The
alling of others beside Simon not only is not denied by Luke, but is sufficiently indi-
ated in v. 11.  The words of Matthew (v.'21)  going on from thence,” are not to be
understood as implying a great distance, but as relating to the neighbouring shore.
Matthew relates the principal fact, the calling and the following; Luke has the accom-
panying circumstances. And there is a remarkable harmony between them. Matthew
records the repairing of their nets by the fishermen; Luke shows how they became
broken,—by the great draught they had taken. What is related by Luke, is not de-
nied by Matthew, but omitted only. Nothing, indeed, is more common than to find the
omission of some supplied by the other Evangelists. Nzwcoxx.
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§ 29. The call of Bimon Peter and Andrew, and of James

MATTHEW. MARK.
cH. 1v. 18—22. oH. 1. 16—20.

casting a net into the sea; for they casting a net into the sea:
were fishers. for they were fishers.

19 And hesaith unto them, Follow| 17 And Jesus said unto them, Come
me, and I will make you fishers of [\;: after me, and I will make you to
men. come fishers of men.

20 And they straightway left thesr| 18 And straightway they forsook
nets, and followed him. their nets, and followed him.

21 And going on from thence, he| 19 And when he had gone a little
saw other two brethren, James the son | farther thence, he saw James the som
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in | of Zebedee, and John his brother, who
a ship with Zebedee their father, also were in the ship mending their
mending their nets: and he called | nets.
them. 20 And straightway he called them:

22 And they immediately left the |and they left their father Zebedee in
ship, and their father, and followed ' the ship with the hired servants, and
him. went after him.

§ 30. The healing of a demoniac

! CH. 1. 21—28.

21 And they went into Capernaum;
land straightway on the sabbath-day
the entered into the synagogue and
1 taught.
| 22 And they were astonished at his
doctrine : for he taught themas one that
- had authority, and not as the scribes,

23 And there was in their syna-
gogue a man with an unclean spirit ;
and he cried out,

24 Saying, Let us alone ; . what
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus
of Nazareth ? art thou come to de-

Matt, iv. 21, with Zebedee their father.] The death of Zebedee is nowhere men-
tioned in the gospels; yot an undesigned coincidence, and proof of the veracity of the
Evangelists, is evident by comparing thie place with others, in which his death is tacitly
alluded to. Thus, in Chap. viii. 21, it is related that “another of his disciples said



sxc. 29, 30.] THE GOSPELS. 121

and John, with the miraculous draught of fishes. Near Capernaum.
LUKE. JOHN.

cH. v. 1—11,

6 And when they had this done,
they enclosed a great maultitude of
fishes : and their net brake.

7 And they beckoned unto their
partners, which were in the other ship,
that they should come and help them. !
And they came, and filled both thej
ships, so that they began to sink. !

8 When Simon Peter saw #, heE
fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, De- t
part from me ; for I am a sinful man,
O Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all
that were with him, at the draught of
the fishes which they had taken :

10 And so was also James and
John the sons of Zebedee, which were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said
unto Simon, Fear not: from hence-
forth thou shalt catch men.

11 And when they had brought
their ships to land, they forsook all,
and followed him.

in the Synagogue. Capernaum.
cH. 1v. 31—37.

and taught them on the Sabbath-days.

32 And they were astonished at
his doctrine : for his word was with
power.

33 And in the synagogue there was
a man which badyams‘i)irit of an un-
clean devil ; and he cried out with a
loud voice,

34 Baying, Let us alone ; what
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus

unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father ;" and in Chap. xx. 20, it is
said, “ Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children, with her sons, worship-
ping him,” &c. See also Chap. xxvii. 55. BrunT, Veracity of the Gospels, Secc. I. 2.
See noto on Mark vi. 3; Post, § 55.
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§ 30. The healing of a demoniac

MATTHEW.

MARK.
stroy us? 1 Faow thee who th
us ow thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God.

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying,
Hold thy , and come out of hi

26 Ans when the unclean spirit
had torn him, and cried with a loud
voice, he came out of him.

27 And they were all amazed, inso-
much that questioned among
themselves, saying, What thing is
this § what new doctrine ¢s this? for
with authority commandeth he even
ge unclean spirits, and they do obey

§ 31. The healing of

oH. vir. 14—17,

14 And when Jesus was come into
Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s
mother laid, and sick of a fever.

15 And he touched her hand, and
the fever left her : and she arose, and
ministered unto them.

16 When the even was come, they
brought unto him many that were
possessed with devils: and he cast
out the spirits with Aés word, and
healed all that were sick ;

17 That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Esaias the prophet,
saying,* Himself took our infirmities,
and bare our sicknesses.

m.
28 And immediately his fame spread
abroad throughout all the region round
about Galilee.
Peter’s wife’s mother
OH. 1. 29—34.

29 And forthwith, when they were
come out of the synagogue, they en-
tered into the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John.

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother ::ﬂ
sick of a fever ; and anon they
him of her.

31 And he came and took her by
the hand, and lifted her up ; and im-
mediately the fever left her, and she
ministered unto them.

32 And at even when the sun did
set, they brought unto him all that
were diseased, and them that were

with devils.

33 And all the city was gathered
together at the door.

34 And he healed many that were
sick of divers diseases, and cast out
many devils; and suffered not the
g. ils to speak, because they knew

im.

§ 32. Jesus with his disciples

oH. 1v, 23—25.

cH. 1. 35—39.
35 And in the morning, rising up a
great while before day, he went out

* Is. liii. 4.

Mork i. 26, torn him.] There is no inconsistency betweon this place and the last
clause of Luke iv. 35. The word translated tors, signifies to move, agitate, convulse.

It occurs only twice in the Septuagint.

In 2. Sam. xxii. 8, the Hebrew signifies to be
shaken, ut sn terre mots. In Jer. iv. 19,

it is applied to commotion of mind. Here,
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in the Synagogue.

Capernaum.

LUKE.
cH. 1v. 31—37.
of Nazareth? art thou come to de-
stroy us ? I know thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God.

35 And Jesus rebuked him, say-
ing, Hold thy peace, and come out of
him. And when the devil had thrown
him in the midst, he came out of him,
and hurt him not.

36 And they were all amazed, and
spake among themselves, saying, What
a word s this ! for with authority and
power he commandeth the unclean
spirits, and they come out.

37 And the fame of him went out
inbt: every place of the country round
about.

JOHN.

and many others.

cH. 1v. 38—41.
38 And he arose out of the syna-
e, and entered into Simon’s house.
And Simon’s wife’s mother was taken
with a great fever ; and they besought
him for her.

39 And he stood over her, and re-
buked the fever ; and it left her : and
immediately she arose and ministered
unto them.

40 Now, when the sun was setting,
all they that had any sick with divers
diseases, brought them unto him : and
he laid his ds on every one of
them, and healed them.

41 And devils also came out of
many, crying out, and saying, Thou
art Christ the Son of God. And he,
rebuking them, suffered them not to
m: for they knew that he was

goes from Capernaum throughout Galilee.

cH. 1v. 42—44.
42 And when it was day, he de-
parted, and went into a desert place ;

the demoniac was violently agitated; but the agitation left no lasting bad effect ; he was
restored to perfect health and soundness. Nxkwcoue.

Luke iv. 42, when it was day.] This clause may be rendered ¢ when the day was
coming on,” and thus be reconciled with the words of Mark, who says it was a great while
before day, namely, before broad day-light. Scorr, in loc.
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§ 32. Jesus with his disciples

MATTHEW.
oH. 1v. 23—25.

23 And Jesus went about all Gali-

lee, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching eﬂfospel of the kingdom,
and healing manner of sickness,

and all manner of disease among the
people.

24 And his fame went throughout
all Syria: and they brought unto him
all sick people that were taken with
divers diseases and torments, and those
which were possessed with devils, and
those which were lunatic, and those
that had the palsy; and he healed
them.

25 And there followed him great
maultitudes of people from Galilee, and
from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem,
gn;ld‘{;:w Judea, and from beyond

ordan.

MARK.
oH. 1. 35—39.
and departed into a solitary place,and
there prayed.
36 And Simon, and they that were
with him, followed after him.
37 And when they had found him,
&ey said unto him, All men seek for
ee.
38 And he said unto them, Let us
go into the next towns, that I may
reach there also : for therefore came
forth.
39 And he preached in their syna-
gogues throughout all Galilee, and
cast out devils.

§ 33. The healing

oH. VIII, 2—4.

2 And behold, there came a leper
and worshigped him, saying, Lord, if
thou wilt, thou canst e me clean.

3 And Jesus put forth Afs hand, and
touched him, ”%I will ; be thou
clean. And immediately his leprosy
was cleansed.

4 And Jesus saith unto him, See
thou tell no man: but go thy way,

cH. 1. 40—45.

40 And there came a leper to him,
beseeching him, and kneeling down to
him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean.

41 And Jesus, moved with com-
passion, put forth Ads hand, and
touched him, and saith unto him, I
will ; be thou clean.

42 And as soon as he had spoken,
immediately the lerrosy de, from
mi‘é ety e:lnsediaarged him

e straitly cl im,
and forthwith sent lm’l'l away ;

Matth, viii. 4, tell no man.] “ The miraculous cure of the leprosy was thought by
the Jews to be characteristic of the Messiah; and therefore there was peculiar reason
for enjoining this man silence.” Benson’s Life of Christ, p. 340. Newcoux. For
the consequences of a premature full manifestation of himself as the Messiah, by
awakening the jealousy of the Roman government, might, humanly epeaking, have
impoded his ministry. Yet therc was great propriety in the private cxhibition, to the
priesthood, of full proof that he was the Messish; after which, their obstinacy in

rejecting him was inoxcusable.

In this, and divers other instances, our Lord mani-
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goes from Capernaum throughout Galilee.

LUKE.
oH. 1V, 42—44.
and the people sought him, and came
unto him, and stayed him, that he
should not depart from them.

43 And he said unto them, I must
preach the kingdom of God to other.
cities also, for therefore am I sent. |

44 And he preached in the synu-l
gogues of Galilee.

JOHN.

of a leper.

Galilee.

CH. v. 12—16.
12 And it came to pass, when he
wumaeertamat fd a man

fall of leprosy : seemﬁJms
fel]onlmfaeemdbesong .

saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thon canst
make me clean.

13 And he put forth Aés hand and
touched him, saylﬁml will : Be thou
clean. And immediately the leprosy
departed from him.

14 And he elnried him to tell no
man: but go, and shew thyself to the

fested his intent not to be generally known to the Jews as their Messiah, till the con-
summation of his ministry. A general announcement of his divine character at the
outset would have been productive of no good; on the contrary it would have excited
the malice of the Scribes, Pharisees and Herodians against him ; would have favoured
the conceit of the Jews that he was to be their temporal kmg, would have awakened
the jealousy of the Roman government ; and in the natural course of things, would
bave prevented him from giving the many miraculous proofs which he gave of his mi-
nistry, and thus laying solid fonndmom for faith in his divine mission; would have
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§ 33. The healing

MATTHEW.

oH. VI, 2—4,
shew thyself to the priest, and offer
the gift that Moses commanded, for a
testimony unto them.*

MARK.
cH. 1. 40—45.

“ ‘:lll‘l(}lg saith unto him,b See th&n
say nothing to any man ; but go thy
wayy, shew th: to the priest, and
offer for thy cleansing those thi
which Moses commanded, for a tes-
timony unto them.

45 But he went out, and to
publish #¢ much, and to blaze abroad
the matter, insomuch that Jesus could
no more openly enter into the city,
but was without in desert places:
and they came to him from every
quarter.

§ 34. The healing

OH. IX. 2—S8.

2 And behold, they brought to him
a man sick of the palz', ing on a
bed : and Jesus, seeing their faith, said
unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be
:!f good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
ee. :

3 And behold, certain of the scribes
said within themselves, This man

blasphemeth.

their
ink v

4 And Jesus,

knowi
thoughts, said, Wherefore

c:nl.1 1. l:old& c
Anp again he entered into Caper-
naum jter some days; and it 5:.
noised that he was in the house.

2 And straightway many were
gathered together, insomuch that there
was no room to receive them, no, not
so much as about the door: and he
preached the word unto them.

3 And they come unto him, bring-
ing one sick of the palsy, which was
borne of four.

4 And when they could not come
nigh unto him for the press, they
uncovered the roof where he was:
and when they had broken i¢ up, they
let down the wherein the sick of
the palsy lay.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he
said unto the sick of the palsy, Son,
thy sins be forgiven thee.

6 But there were certain of the
scribes sitting there, and reasoning in
their hearts,

7 Why doth this man thus speak
blasphemies ? who can forgive sins
but God only ?

8 And immediately, when Jesus
perceived in his spirit, that they so

evil in your hearts ? reasoned within themselves, he said
unto them, Why reason ye these
things in your hearts ?
® Lev. xiv. 2, seq.

exposed him and his religion to the ¢

of ostentation, vanity, and love of power

and display; and would bave deprived the world of that example which he gave, of
meckness, humility and patient suffering and self-denial. According to human expe-
rience, an early assumption of regal splendour, supported by the mirscles he wrought,
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of a leper. Glalilee.

LUKE. JOHN.
q c;. vé 12th—161.
priest, and offer for cleansing, ac-
cording as Moses comymanded, for a
testimony unto them.

15 But s0 much the more went
there a fame abroad of him : and great
multitudes came together to hear and
to be healed by him of their infirmi-
ties.

16 And he withdrew himself into
the wilderness, and prayed.

of a paralytic. Capernaum.

cH. V. 17—26.

17 And it came to pass on a certain
day, as he was teaching, that there
were isees and doctors of the law
sitting by, which were come out of
every town of Galilee, and Judea, and
Jerusalem: and the power of the
Lord was to heal them.

18 And behold, men brought in a
bed a man which was taken with a
Ealsy: and they sought means to
lnnnglnm in, and to lay Aém before

m.

b 19 ﬁd wlmil they c%ult}) not liind
what way they might bring him

ig, because of t.ge multitude,g they

went upon the house-top, and let him

down through the tiling with Ais

couch, into the midst before Jesus.

20 And when he saw their faith, he
said unto him, Man, thy sins are for-
given thee.

21 And the scribes and the Phari-
sees to reason, saying, Who is
this which speaketh blasphemies }
Who can forgive sins but God alone ?

22 But when Jesus perceived their
thoughts, he, answering, said unto
them, What reason ye in your hearts?

would have been successful, and carried him to the throne instead of the cross ; but it
would have deprived the world of the great object of his mission. A sufficient number
were enlightened to attest his miracles and his religion, and enough were left in
their ignorance, to condemn and crucify him. See A. CLanks, and Scorr, 1 loc.
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§ 34. The healing

MATTHEW.
oH, I1X. 1—8.

5 For whether is easier to say,
Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to say,
Anse, and walk ?

6 But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick
of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed,
and go unto thy house.

7 And he arose, and departed to
his house.

8 But when the multitude saw ¢z,
they marvelled, and glorified God,
which had given such power unto
men.

MARK.
cH. 1. 1—12.

9 Whether is it easier to say to the
sick of the palsy, 7y sins be forgiven
thee ; or to say, Arise, and take up
thy bed, and walk ?

10 But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive gins, (he saith to the sick of
the palsy,) ,

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take
up thy bed, and go thy way into thy
house.

12 And immediately he arose, took
up the bed, and went forth before them

; insomuch that they were all
amazed, and glorified God, saying,
We never saw it on this fashion.

§ 35 The call

0H. 1X, 9.

9 And as Jesus passed forth from
thence, he saw a man named Matthew
sitting at the receipt of custom : and
he saith unto him, Follow me. And
he arose, and followed him.

cH. 11 13, 14.

13 And he went forth Aﬁhln by the
sea-side; and all the multitude re-
sorted unto him, and he taught them.

14 And as he by, he saw
Levi the gon of Alpheus, sitting at the
receipt of custom, and said unto him,
Follow me. And he arose, and fol-
lowed him.

Mark ii. 14, Zevi] When o Jew became a Roman citizen, he usually assumed a

Roman name.

It is therefore supposed that Levi was the original Hebrew, and
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of a paralytic. Capernawum.

LUKE. | JOHN.

cn. v. 17—26. .

23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy .
sins be forgiven thee ; or to say, Rise |
up and walk ? 1

24 But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power upon earth to
forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the
pal:z,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take
up thy couch, and go unto thine house.

25 And immediately he arose up
before them, and took up that where-
on he lay, and departed to his own
house, glorifying God.

26 And they were all amazed, and
they glorified God, and were filled with
fear, saying, We have seen strange
things to-day.

of Matthew. Capernaum.

cu. v. 27,28.

27 And after these things he went
forth, and saw a publican named Levi,
sitting at the receipt of custom: and
he said unto him, Follow me.

28 And he left all, rose up, and
followed him.

Matthew the assumed Roman name of this cvangelist. - Srowe’s Introd. 120. See also,

Hinxer's Obe. vol. iv. p. 330 ; Obs, 94.
K
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PART IV.
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OUR LORD’S SECOND PASSOVER,

AND THR

SUBSEQUENT TRANSACTIONS

UNTIL THE THIRD.

Tiux. One year.
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§ 36. The pool of Bethesda ; the healing of the infirm man ; ’
MATTHEW, MARK.

John v. 2. Bethesda.] Tt is observable that though John epeaks of this pool or bath as
cxisting at the time ho wrote, which was upwards of sixty ycars after the crucifixion, yet
he speaks of the efficacy of its waters in the past tense, as something which had long
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and our Lord’s subsequent discourse. Jerusalem.

LUKE.

JOHN.
cH. V. 1—47.

Arrrr this there was a feast of the
Jews : and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2 Now there is at Jerusalem, b
the aheegl market, a pool, which 18
called in the Hebrew tongue, Bethesda,
having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered,
waiting for the moving of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a cer-
tain season into the pool,and troubled
the water: whosoever then first after
the troubling of the water stepped in,
was made whole of whatsoever Kfsea.se
he had.

5 And a certain man was there,
which had an infirmity thirty and eight

ears.
6 When Jesus saw him lie, and
knew that he had been now a long
time #n that case, he saith unto him,
Wilt thou be made whole ?

7 The impotent man answered him,
Sir, I have no man, when the water
is troubled, to put me into the pool :
but while I am coming, another step-
peth down before me.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take
up thKnbed, and walk.

9 And immediately the man was
made whole, and took up his bed, and
walked : and on the same day was the
sabbath.

10 The Jews therefore said unto him
that was cured, It is the sabbath-day;
it is not lawful for thee to carry tky bed.

11 He answered them, He that
made me whole, the same said unto
me, Take up thy bed, and walk.

12 Then asked they him, What
man is that which said unto thee,
Take up thy bed, and walk ?

13 ‘And he that was healed wist not
who it was: for Jesus had conveyed
himself away, a multitude being in
that place.

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in
the temple, and said unto him, Behold,
thou art made whole; sin no more,

I'lest & worse thing come unto thee.

ceased. This may account for the silence of Josephus concerning it; whether we suppose
it to have been really a miraculous virtue, existing only in the time of our Saviour; or

merely a groundless belief of the populace.
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o § 36. The pool of Bethesda ; the healing of the infirm man ;
MATTHEW. ] MARK.

John v. 87, heard his voice.] Spanheim, dub. evang. ii. 185, doubts how the latter
part of this verse is reconcilable with Matthew iii. 17, and the parallel verses. But tho
voico from heaven was not God's immedsiate voice; but uttered at his command, and in
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and our Lord’s subeequent discourse. Jerwsalem.

his person.

53.

Nzwconz.

LUKE.

! JOHN.
cH. v. 1—47.
. 29 And shall come forth ; they that
have dune good, unto the resurrection
"of life ; and they that have done evil,
; unto the resurrection of damnation.
m mlol:' millnq (c‘::;n ael({ do
no : a8 I hear, I judge : and my
| judgment is just ; because I seek not
!mine own will, but the will of the
| Father which hath sent me.
31 If I bear witness of myself, my
| witness is not true.
| 32 There is another that beareth
witness of me, and I know that the
witness which he witnesseth of me is
true.
i 33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare
' witness unto the truth.
! 34 But I receive not testimony from
man : but these things I say, ye

! might be saved.

|35 He was a burni and a shining
,light : and ye were willing for a sea-
- son to rejoice in his light.

' 36. But I have greater witness than
i that of John: for the works which
the Father hath given me to finish, the
same works that I do, bear witness
of me, that the Father hath sent me.

37 And the Father himself which
hath sent me, hath borne witness of
me. Ye have neither heard his voice
at any time, nor seen his shape.

38 And ye have not his word abid-
ing in you: for whom he hath sent,
him ye believe not.

39 Search the scriptures; for in .
them ye think ye have eternal life :
And they are they which testify of me. ,

40 And {e will not come to me,
that ye might have life.

41 I receive not honour from men.

42 But I know you, that ye have
not the love of God in you.

43 I am come in my Father’s name,
and ye receive me not: if another
shall come in his own name, him ye
will receive.

44 How can ye believe, which re-
: ceive honour one of another, and seek
, not the honour that cometk from God
jonly?

See Deut. iv. 83; Ex. xx. 1, 2; Comp. Hebr. ii. 2; Gal. iii. 19 ; Acts vii.-
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[PaET 1V,

§ 36. The pool of Bethesda ; the healing of the infirm man ;

MATTHEW. MARK.
§ 37. The disciples pluck ears of grain L
cH, xi1. 1—8. CH. 11. 2328,

At that time Jesus went on the
sabbath-day through the corn, and his
disciples were a hungered, and be-
gan*to pluck the ears of corn, and to
eat.

2 But when the Pharisees saw s,
they said unto him, Behold, thy dis-
cipf;s do that which is not lawful to
do upon the sabbath-day.

3 But he said unto them, Have ye
not read what David did when he was
a hungered, and they that were with
him ;

4 How he entered into the house of
God, and did eat the shew-bread,
which was not lawful for him to eat,
neither for them which were with him,
bat only for the priests

& Or have ye not read in the law
how that on the sabbath-days the

riests in the temple profane the sab-
th, and are blameless 7+

6 But I say unto you, that in this
place is one greater than the temple.

7 But if ye had known what tAis
meaneth,I I will have mercy, and not
sacrifice, ye would not have con-
demned the guiltless.

8 For the Son of man is Lord even
of the sabbath-day.

® Deut. xxiii. 25.
+ Numb. xxviii. 9, 10; xviii, 19.

23 And it came to pass, that he
went through the corn-fields on the
sabbath-day ; and his disciples began,
as they went, to pluck the ears of
corn.

24 And the Pharisees said unto him,
Behold, why do they on the sabbath-
day that which is not lawful ?

25 And he said unto them, Have

e never read what David did,§ when
e had need, and was a hungered, he
and th:rv that were with him ?

26 How he went into the house of
God, in the days of Abiathar the high
priest, and did eat the shew-bread,
which is not lawful to eat, but for the
priests, and gave also to them which
were with him ?

27 And he said unto them, The
sabbath was made for man, and not
man for the sabbath :

28 Therefore, the Son of man is
Lord also of the sabbath.,

+ 1 Sam. xxi. 1—7.
8 Hos. vi. 6.

Matth. xii. 2, to do upon the Sabbath day.] The act of plucking the ears of com by
the hand, in another’s field, was expressly permitted, by the law of Meses, Deut. xxiii.
23 ; but it was considered so far a species of reaping as to be servile work, and there-
fore not lawful to be done on the Sabbath. Camesrrr, in loc. See Rosinson’s Biblical

Researches in Palestine, Vol. 2, pp. 192, 201,

that this custom is still in use.
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and our Lord’s subsequent discourse. Jerusalem.

LUKE.

JOHN.
oH. v. 1—47.

45 Do not think that I will accuse
you to the Father: there is one that
accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye
trust.

46 For had ye believed Moses, ye
would have believed me : for he wrote
of me.

47 But if ye believe not his
writin%-, how shall ye believe my
words

on the Sabbath. On the way to Galilee ?

cH. vi. 1-5.

Axp it came to guu on the second
sabbath after the first, that he went
through the corn-fields ; and his disci-
ples plucked the ears of corn, and did
eat, rubbing #Aem in their hands.

2 And certain of the Pharisees said
unto them, Why do ye that which is
not lawful to do on the sabbath-days 1

3 And Jesus, answering them, said,
Have ye not read so much as this,
what David did, when himself was a
:lungered, and tiney which were with

m ;

4 How he went into the house of
God, and did take and eat the shew-

bread, and gave also to them that!

were with him, which it is not lawful
to eat but for the priests alone 1

5 "And he said unto them, That the
E:& of man is Lord also of the sab-

Mark ii. 26, Abiathar.)

It appears from 1 Sam. xxi. 1, that Ahimelech was the high
priest at the time referred to; but Abisthar his son was the

chi¢f priest under him, and

probably superintended the tabernacle and its stated concerns. Ahimelech was soon after
slain ; and Abiathar succeeded him in that office, and continued in it about forty years,
until after the death of David. This circumstance, and his great eminence, above his
father, may account for the usc of his name rather than his father's, as illustrating the times

of Duvid and Saul. 8ece Scorr, in loc.
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[PART IV.

§ 38. The healing of the withered hand

MATTHEW.
oH. xI1. 9—14.

9 And when he was departed
thence, he went into their synagogue.

10 And behold, there was a man
which had Aéis hand withered. And
they asked him, saying, Is it lawful
to heal on the sabbath-days? that
they might accuse him.

11 And he said unto them, What
man shall there be among you, that
shall have one sheep, and if it fall into
a pit on the sabbatﬁ-day, will he not
lay hold on it, and lift # out ?

12 How much then is a man better
than a sheep ? wherefore it is lawful
to do well on the sabbath-days.

13 Then saith he to the man,
Stretch forth thy hand. And he
stretched #¢ forth ; and ¢ was restored
whole, like as the other.

14 Then the Pharisees went out,
and held a council against him, how
they might destroy him.

i MARK.
i CH. 1. 1—6,

Anp he entered again into the syna-
ere

'gogue ; and there was a man
. which had a withered hand.
| 2 And they watched him, whether
be would heal him on the sabbath-
day ; that they might accuse him.

3 And he saith unto the man which
had the withered hand, Stand forth.

4 And he saith unto them, Is it
lawful to do good on the sabbath-days,
or to do evil 1 to save life, or to kill ?
But they held their peace. )

5 And when he had looked round
about on them with anger, being
Erieved for the hardness of their

earts, he saith anto the man, Stretch
{forth thy hand. And he stretched
# out: and his hand was restored
i whole as the other.
i 6 And the Pharisees went forth,
iand straightway took counsel with
| the Herodians against him, how they
{ might destroy him.

§ 39. Jesus arrives at the sea of Tiberias,

cH. x1. 16—21.

15 But when Jesus knew i, he
withdrew himself from thence: and

eat multitudes followed him, and
ﬁ: healed them all.

16 And charged them that they
should not make%xim known :

17 That it might be fulfilled which

was spoken by Esaias the prophet,”
saying,
18 Behold my servant, whom I

have chosen ; my beloved, in whom
my soul is well pleased : I will put
my Spirit upon him, and he shall
shew judgment to the Gentiles.

19 He shall not strive, nor cry;
neither shall any man hear his voice
in the streets.

20 A bruised reed shall he not
break, and smoking flax, shall he not

cH. 1. 7—12, .

7 But Jesus withdrew himself with
his disciples to the sea: and a great
multitude from Galilee followed him,
and from Judea,

8 And from Jerusalem, and from
1dumea, and from beyond Jordan ; and
they about Tyre and Sidon, a great
multitude, when they had heard what
great things he did, came unto him.

9 And he spake to his disciglea,
that a small ship should wait on him,
because of the multitude, lest they
should throng him. .

10 For he had healed many ; inso-
much that they pressed upon him for
to touch him, as many as g:.dplagues.

11 And unclean spirits, when they
saw him, fell down before him, and
cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.

¢ Is. xlii. 1, seq. ; Is. xi. 10.

Matth. xii. 20, smoking flax.] There may be an allusion, in these words of the prophet,
to an Eastern custom, for those who were greviously afflicted to come to the sovereign
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on the Sabbath. Galilee.

LUKE. JOHN,
od. vi. 6—11.

6 And it came to pass also on
another sabbath, that he entered into :
the synagogue, and taught : and there:
was a man whose right hand was'
withered :

7 And the scribes and Phanseee
watched him, whether he would heal
on the sabbath-day ; that they might
find an accusation

8 But he knew their thou ts, and
maid to the man which had the with-
ered hand, Rise ? and stand forth'
in the midst. An ﬁearose,andstood
forth.

9 Then said Jesnsnnwthem,lwxll
ask you one Is it lawful on the
sabbath-days ogood,ortodoewl'l'
to save life, ortodestroya?

10 And looking round about upon '
them all, he said unto the man, Stretch |
forth thy hand. And he did so: and
his hand was restored whole as the
other.

11 And they were filled with mad-
ness ; and communed one with another
what they might do to Jesus.

and is followed by multitudes. ZLake of Galilee.

for relief or redress, having pots of fire, or of burning straw, or other combustible on their
heads, in token of their cxtreme trouble. Not one of these, the prophet secms to intimate,
should go away without redress ; he will certainly remove the cause of their complaints,
and render truth and justice vlctonous over falsehood and oppression. 3 Carm. 394.
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[Pane 1v.

§ 39. Jesus arrives at the sea of Tiberias,

MATTHEW.
oH. x11. 156—21.
quench, till he send forth judgment
unto victory.
21 And in his name shall the Gen-
tiles trust.

MARK.
And hom m.s"ligls. @
12 e straj charged them
that they should not m{ke him known,

—-§ 40. Jesus withdraws to the Mountain and chooses the Twelve ;

OH. X. 2—4.

2 Now the names of the twelve
apostles are these ; The first, Simon,
who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother; James the som of Zebedee,
and John his brother ;

3 Philip, and Bartholomew ; Tho-
mas, and Matthew the publican ;
James the son of Alpheus, and Leb-
beus, whose surname was Thaddeus ;

4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas

OH. 1. 13—19.

13 And he goeth up into a mountain,
and calleth unto Asm whom he would :
and they came unto him.

14 And he ordained twelve, that
they should be with him, and that he
might send them forth to preach.

15 And to have power to heal sick-
nesses, and to cast out devils.

16 And Simon he surnamed Peter.

17 And James the son of Zebedee,
and John the brother of James, (and
he surnamed them Boanerges, which
is, The sons of thunder,)

18 And Andrew,and Philip,and Bar-
tholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James the som of Alpheus, and
Thaddeus, and Simon the ite,

19 And Judas Iscariot, which also
l;betrayed him : and they went into a
ouse.

Iscariot, who also betrayeé him.

Matth. x. 3, Thomas and Matthew.] It appears from Mark vi. 7, that the apostles were
sont forth by ¢w0 and two to preach; and this accounts for their being here and in the
parallel places named in couples. Luke mentions Matthew first, as being regarded as the

senior of Thomas, his companion ; but Matthew modestly places his own name last. Markis .

less observant of the order of the names, but he alone states that they were thus associated.
The others give the names in couples, but state no reason for it.  This is not the method
of false witn ; such incidental corroborations belong only to the narratives of truth.

Matth. x. 3, Lebbeus.] Thaddeus, Theudas and Judas (or Jude) are probably names of
the same signification, the Greek termination being added to different forms of a Hebrew
verb. “ The Canaanite,” Matth. x. 4, is the same with “ Zelotes ” in Luke. ¢ Cognomen
erat Chald. quod Liucas reddidit Zelotem.” Wetstein. Thus, Thomas is rendered Didymus,
or, the twin ; Cephas, Peter; and Silas, Tertius. Some suppose that this name had been
given to Simon on account of his religious zeal; or, bocause he had been of a Jewish
sect called Zealots, who were addicted to the Pharisees, and justified themselves by the
example of Phinehas, for punishing offenders without waiting for the sentence of the
magistrate. Nzwcoue.

“ Between Matthew (x. 2,) and Mark (iii. 16,) we observe a strict correspondence, but
the catalogue in St. Luke (vi. 14,) differs from both the first-mentioned writers, in two
particulars. 1, ¢Simon the C: nite, of Matthew and Mark is introduced as ¢ Simon
called Zelotes." Now if any difference was admitted in this place, we might expect it to
oxtend no farther than to the order of the names, or the addition of a surname ; as, for
instance, Matthew calls the ¢ Thaddeus' of Mark also ¢Lebbeus;’ but here we have one
surname changed for another. It is indeed easy to ive, that Simon might have been
commonly distinguished by either appellative, but this we can only conjecture ; nefither

———— e s
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and is followed by multitudes. Lake of Galilee.
LUKE. JOHN.

multitudes follow him. Near Capernaum.

cH. vI. 12—19,

12 And it came to pass in those
days, that he went out into a mountain
to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to God.

13 And when it was day, he called
wnto him his disciples: and of them
he chose twelve, whom also he named
Apostles;

14 Simon (whom he also named
Peter) and Andrew his brother, James
and John, Philip and Bartholomew,

15 Matthew and Thomas, James
the son of Alpheus, and Simon called
Zelotes,

16 And Judas the brother of James,
and Judas Iscariot, which also was
the traitor.

17 And he came down with them,
and stoodf liln tl:ie plailn; anddthe com-
pany of his disciples, and a great
nmlyt'itude of people out of all Judea
and Jerusalem, and from the sea-coast
of Tyre and Sidon, which came to

Evangelist adds a word to explain the point. 2, The other discrepancy, however, appears
more serious, The Lebbeus or Thaddeus of St. Matthew and Mark, is entirely omitted in
the list of 8t. Luke, who substitutes ‘ Judas the brother of James.' Here is certainly a
marked difference, for it would not seem very probable, that the Apostle in question passed
by three distinct names. Nor could this be a mere oversight in St. Luke, for, in Acts i. 13,
where a catalogue of the eleven is inserted, he mentions this individual in exactly the same
manner. Are we to suppose then that the Evangelist commits a deliberate error in this
particular? We have distinct and satisfactory witnesses to prove that there really was an
Apostle, besides Iscariot, who bore the name of Judas. Both Matthew (xiii. 55,) and Mark
(vi. 3,) concur in speaking of James and Jude as the near relations of Christ, and part of
this statement is incidentally confirmed by St. Paul, who calls James ¢ theLord's brother.’
(Gal. i. 19.) Bat farther, 8t John (xiv. 22,) presents us with a remark made by ‘Judas
not Iscariot ;* evidently one of the Apostles ; aud St. Jude himself, in the first verse of
his Epistle, styles himself ¢the brother of James.’ There is thus amply sufficient
evidence, that all the Gospel writers acknowledge an Apostle of this name, though St.
Matthew, with his usual simplicity, familiarly mentions him by two of his appellations,
omitting that of Judas, and St. Mark sees no occasion to depart from his language, in a
matter of such general notoriety. Luke, on the other hand, usually studious of accuracy,
distinguishes this Apostle by the name generally current in the Church, when his Gospel
was written. This variation then may, upon the whole, convince us how undesignedly
the writers of Scripture confirm each other’s statements; yet can this only be the result of
s minnte examination upon our part, and upon the probability of this, a cautious writer
would hardly stake his reputation for truth or exactness.” See RomzrTs's * Light shining
out of Darkness,” pp. 91—93.
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§ 40. Jesus withdraws to the Mountain and chooses the T welve ;
MATTHEW. MARK.

§ 41. The Sermon

CH. V. VI, Vi vin, 1,

AnD seeing the multitudes, he went
up into a mountain : and when he was |
set, his disciples came unto him.

2 And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, sayil:ﬁ,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are tiey that mourn:
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they
shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart : for
they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peace-makers:
for they shall be called the children
of God.

10 Blessed are they which are per-
secuted for righteousness’ sake : for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are ye when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad :
for great #s your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.

Matth. v. 1, into @ mountain.] It may be objected that Matthew, in saying that this
discourse was delivered sitting on a mountain, is contradicted by Luke, who says, that
Jesus was standing on a plain. Luke vi. 17. But Dr. Clarke, on this latter place,
has suggested that Jesus “ being pressed with great multitudes of people, might retirc
from them again to the top of the hill.” And Dr. Priestley observes that “ Matthew's
saying that Jesus was sut down after he had gone up the mountain, and Luke's saying
that he stood on the plain, when he healed the sick before the discourse, are no incon-
sistencies.” Harm. p. 83.

The whole picture is striking. Jesus asccnds a mountain, employs the night in prayer,
and baving thus solemnly invoked the divine blessing, authoritatively scparates the twelve
apostles from the mass of his disciples. He descends, and heals, in the plain, all among a
great multitude, collected from various parts by the fame of his miraculous power, Having
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maultitades follow him. Near Capernaum.

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. vI. 12—19.
hear him, and to be healed of their

18 And they that were vexed with
unclean spirits : and they were healed.

19 An'c}J the whole multitude sought
to touch him ; for there went virtue
out of him, and healed them all.

ont the Mount. Near Capernaum.

cH. V1. 20—49. i

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his
disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor ;
for yours is the kingdom of God.

21 Blessed are ye that hunger now :
for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye
that weep now : for ye shall laugh.

22 Blessed are ye when men shall
hate you, and when they shall sepa-,
rate you from their compamy, and |
shall reproach yos, and cast out your !
name as evil, for the Son of man’s
sake,
23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap
for joy : for behold, your reward is
great 1n heaven : for in the like man-
ner did their fathers unto the prophets

24 But wo unto you that are rich !
for ye have received your consolation.

25 Wo unto you that are full! for

e shall hanger. Wo unto you that'
augh now ! for ye shall mourn and'
weep.

26 Wo unto you, when all men!
shall speak well of you! for so did!
their fathers to the false prophets.

|

thus created tion, he satisfies the dcsire of the people to hear his doctrine ; and retiring
first to the mountain whence he came, that his attentive hearers might follow him, and
might better arrange themselves before him. Sacro digna silentio Mirantur omnes dicere.
Hor. Nzwcowe.

The different accounts of the Sermon on the Mount may be iled, by idering
that Matthew wrote chiefly for the Hebrew Christians ; and it was therefore important for
bim to bring out, in full, the manner in which our Lord enforced the spiritual nature of
his dispensation and doctrine, in opposition to the mere letter of the Jewish law, and the
teaching and practice of Scribes and Pharisees ; which he does particulaily and with many
¢xamples; while Luke, on the contrary, wrote chiefly for Gentile Christians, to whom the
contrast with the Jewish law was of less interest; and therefore he omits those parts of
the discourse, and dwells only upon those which were of practical importance to all.
Rosixson. Nzwcowr.

L
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(PaRT 1V.

§ 41. The Sermon )

MATTHEW.
cH. V. VL. vi1, viiL. 1.

13 Yeare the salt of the earth : but
if the salt have lost his savour, where-
with shall it be salted ? it is thence-
forth good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot of
men.

14 Ye are the light of the world.
i}&' dcity that is set on a hill cannot be

id.

15 Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick : and it giveth light unto
all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven. '

17 Think not that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets: I
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

18 For verily, I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.

19 Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called
the least in the kingdom of heaven :
but whosoever shall do, and teach
them, the same shall be called great
in the kingdom of heaven.

20 For 1 say unto you, That ex-
cept your righteousness shall exceed
the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter
into the kingdom of heaven.

21 Ye have heard that it was said
by them of old time, Thou shalt not
]1:11; and whtf)stoilever d.gh;:n kill, shall

in danger of the judgment :

22 But I say unto you, That who-
soever is with his brother, with-
out a cause, shall be in danger of the
judgment : and whosoever shall say
to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger
of the council: but whosoever shall
u{, Thou fool, shall be in danger of
hell-fire.

23 Therefore, if thou bring thy gift
to the altar, and there rememberest
t:at thy brother hath aught against
thee

24 Leave there thy gift before the
altar, and go thy way ; first be recon-

MARK.
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on the Mount. Near Capernaum.
LUKE. JOHN.
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[ParT 1V.

§ 41. The Sermon

MATTHEW. i

CH. V. VI. VIL viiL. 1. i

ciled to thy brother, and then come |
and offer thy gift. '

25 Agree with thine adversary
quicldgl, while thou art in the wa?"
with him ; lest at any time the ad-!
versary deliver thee to the judge, and
the judge deliver thee to the officer,
and thou be cast into prison.

26 Verily, I say unto thee, Thou
shalt by no means come out thence, till
thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.

27 Ye have heard that it was said
by them of old time, Thou shalt not
commit adultery :

28 But I say unto you, That who-
soever looketh on a woman to lust after
her, hath committed adpltery with her
already in his heart.

29 And if thy right eye offend thee,
luck it out, and cast i¢ from thee:
or it is profitable for thee that one of

thy members should perish, and not
that th{vl whole body should be cast
into hell.

30 And if thy right hand offend !
thee, cut it off, and cast ¢¢ from thee:
for it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not
that thy whole body should be cast
into hel{.

31 It hath been said, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, let him give
her a writing of divorcement :

32 But I say unto you, That who-
soever shall put away his wife, savi
for the cause of fornication, cause
her to commit adultery: and whoso-
ever shall her that is divorced,
committeth adultery.

33 Again, ye have heard that it
hath been said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but
shalt perform unto the Lord thine
oaths :

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at
all : neither by heaven; for it is God’s
throne :

35 Nor by the earth ; for it is his
footsgol: neiti‘he]: by Jer;::]gem ; for
it is the city of the great King :

36 Neitlzar shaltm swear by thy
head ; because thou canst not make
one hair white or black.

37 But let your communication be,'

MARK.
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LUKE. JOHN.
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[PaRT 1v.

§ 41. The Sermon

MATTHEW.
CH. V. VI. VIL viI. 1. |
we drink ? or, wherewithal shall we
be clothed ?

32 (For after all these things do
the Gentiles seel&‘for your heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these thmi!

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you.

34 Take therefore no thought for
the morrow : for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day ts the evil
thereof.

CH. VII.

Jupee no:ﬁthat ye be not judged.

2 For with what judgment ye judge,
ye shall be judge&f: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured
to you again.

3 And why beholdest thou the mote
that is in thy brother’s eye, but con-
siderest not the beam that is in thine
own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy
brother, Let me pull out the mote out
of thine eye ; and behold a beam is in
thine own eye ?

5 Thou h ite, first cast out the |
beam out of thine own eye; and then
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the!
mote out of thy brother’s eye. ‘
the ;}ive nOtth that which is holy unto

e dogs, neither cast ye your 1s
before swine, lest theyym{nplepti:m
under their feet, and turn again and
rend you.

7 Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you :

8 For every one that asketh, re-
ceiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth ;
and to him that knocketh, it shall be
opened.

9 Or what man is there of you,
whom if his son ask bread, will he
give him a stone ?

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give
him a serpent 1

11 If ye then being evil know how
to give good gifts unto your children,
h(;lvy hm.uch Tore shall your Father
which is in heaven give thi
to them that ask himg‘!l good things

I




ac. 41 THE GOSPELS.

157

on the Mount. Near Caperneus.

LUKE.
CH. V1. 20—49.

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be
judged: condemn not, and ye shall
not be condemned : forgive, and ye
shall be forgiven :

38 Give, and it shall be given unto
you; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For
with the same measure that ye mete
withal, it shall be measured to you

again.

39 And he sEake a parable unto
them ; Can the blind lead the blind ?
shall they not both fall into the ditch?

40 The disciple is not above his
master : but every one that is perfect,
shall be as his master.

41 And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but
perceivest not the that is in thine
own

42 Either how canst thou say to
thy brother, Brother, let me pull out
the mote that is in thine eye, when
thou thyself beholdest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? Thou

ite, cast out first the beam out
of thine own eye, and then shalt thou
see clearly to ?ull out the mote that is
in thy brother’s eye.

43 Foragood tree bringeth not forth
corrupt fruit ; neither doth a corrupt
tree g:-mg forth good fruit.

44 For every tree is known by his
own fruit: for of thorns men do not
gather figs, nor of a bramble-bush
sa:h;r they grapes

A good man out of the
treasure of his heart, bringeth m

!

I
!
|
|

JOHN.
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§41. The Sermon
MATTHEW. MARK.

CH. V. VL. vII, vIIL, 1.

12 Therefore all things whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them : for this is the
law and the prophets.

13 Enter ye In at the strait gate;
for wide ¢s tze gate, and broad s the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: |

14 Because, strait ¢s the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.

15 Beware of false Prophets, which
come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.
f“1116 6 shall k&ow them lf)"t'.h their

its : Do men gather grapes of thorns,
orﬁgsé)fthmtl’ es 1 mpes bringeth

17 Even so eve! tree bringe
forth good fruit ;rybut a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit.

19 Every tree that bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and
cast into the fire.

20 Wherefore, by their fruits ye
shall know them.

21 Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my father which is in
heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro-
gxesied in thy name? and in thy name

ve cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works ?

23 And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you : depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.

24 Therefore, whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them,
I will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock :

25 And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell not :
for it was founded upon a rock :

26 And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them
not, shall likened unto a foolish
man, which built his house upon the
sand :
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on the Mount. Near Capernaum.

LUKE.
OH. vi. 20—49.
that which isgood; and an evil man,
out of the evil treasure of his heart,
bringeth forth that which is evil : for
of abundance of the heart his
mouth speaketh.

46 And why call yo me Lord,
Lon;. and do not the things which I
ay

47 Whoseoever cometh to me, and
heareth my sayings, and doeth them,
I will shew you to whom he is like.

‘4‘8 He isdlikc_a a mﬁ.n wlmiclzl bl:ﬂdt
a house, and digged deep, an
the foundation on a rock : and when
the flood arose, the stream beat vehe-
mently upon that house, and could not
shake it : for it was founded upon a

rock.
49 But he that heareth and doeth
not, is like a man that without a foun-

dation built a house upon the earth,

JOHN.
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§ fl’ The Sermon
MATTHEW. ! MARK.

CH, V. V1. VIL. ViIL. 1,

27 And therain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house ; and it fell: and
great was the fall of it.

28 And it came to pass when Jesus
had ended these sa; the people
were astonished at his doctrine.

29 For he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the
scribes.

CR. VIIL
WaEN he was come down from the
ll:gounuin, great multitudes followed
im.

§ 42. The healing

cH. viir. 5—13.

5 And when Jesus was entered into
Capernaum, there came unto him a
centurion, beseeching him,

6 And saymgi‘ Lord, my servant

sic

lieth at home of the palsy, griev-
ously tormented.

7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will
come and heal him.

8 The centurion answered and said,
Lord, I am not worthy that thou
shouldet;t con:g nnlder my roof: but
8 e word only, and my servant
sgi?lkbe healed. Y y

9 For I am a man under authority, !
having soldiers under me: and I say
to this man, Go, and he goeth ; and to
another, Come, and he cometh ; and to |
my servant, Do this, and he doeth sz l

10 When Jesus heard ¢, he mar-
velled, and said to them that fol-
lowed, Verily, I say unto you, I have
not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel.

11 And I say unto you, That many
shall come from the east and west,
and shall sit down with Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom
of heaven :

12 But the children of the kingdom
shall be cast out into outer darkness:

Matt. viii. 5, came unto him.] Calvin says that Matthew, being more brief, introduces
the centurion himself as speaking ; and that Luke expresses more at large his sending by
his friends; but that the sense of both is the ssme. ?arm p. 124.

(Toinard quotes Exod. xviii. 6, where the words related as spoken by Jethro, were
evidently a message sent by him to Moses. Harm. 147.)
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_ B on the Mount. Near Capern - —
LUKE. JOHN.

cH. vi. 20—49.

against which the stream did beat
vehemently, and immediately it fell,
and the ruin of that house was great.

of the centurion’s se

rvant. C';;;emawn__ -

cH. vii. 1—10.

Now, wt;:an hfh had e;m{;d all l;ia
sayings in the audience of the people,
he entered into Capernaum,

2 And a certain centurion’s servant,
who was dear unto him, was sick, and
ready to die.

3 And when he heard of Jesus, he
sent unto him the elders of the Jews,
beseeching him that he would come
and heal his servant.

&4 Ab:go nvsvll;enhlthey eam:l to Jesus,
ey ¢ him instantly, saying,
That he was worthy for whom he
should do this:
hafh I";oll-l he loveth our nation, and he
uilt us a synagogue.

6 Then Jesus w:Etu with them.
And when he was now not far from
the house, the centurion sent friends
to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble
not th : for I am not worthy that
thou shouldest enter under my roof ;

7 Wherefore neither thought I my-
self worthy to come unto thee; but
say in a word, and my servant shall
be healed.

8 For I also am a man set under
authority, having under me soldiers,
and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth;

and to another, Come, and he cometh ;
and to my servant, bo this, and he
doeth #¢.

Considering then the sameness of the scene, of the person, of the words, and of the

transaction, I cannot but conclude with Grotius, that the miracle is one and the same,

related in general by Matthew, and with greater accuracy by Luke. Nzwcowx.

M
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[Pane 1v.

§42. The healing

MATTHEW.
ol. vi. 5—13.
there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.
13 And Jesus said unto the centu-
rion, Go thy way; and as thou hast
believed, #0 be it done unto thee.

And his servant was healed in the|'

self-same hour.

§43. The raising

§ 44. John the Baptist, in prison,

CH. X1, 2—19.

2 Now when John had heard in the
prison the works of Christ, he sent
two of his disciples,

8 And said unto him, Art thou he
that should come, or do we look for
another ?

Matt. xi. 8, he that should come.] The nature of our Lord’s ministry, as it now
appeared, so unlike what John as a Jew expected, may have surprised and perplexed
him. And his own misfortune, coming upon this disappointment and perplexity, would
increase his doubt and embarrassment. His faith was shaken ;—the question implies no
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of the centurion’s servant. Capernaum.
LUKE. | JOHN.

cA. vii. 1—10, |

9 When Jesus heard these things, |
be marvelled at him, and turned him |
about and said unto the people that
followed him, I say unto you, I have
not found so great faith, no, not in

10 And they that were sent, re- |
tarning to the house, found the ser-
vant whole that had been sick.

of the widow’s son. Nain.

on. vi. 11—17. '

11 And it came to pass the day
after, that he went into a city called
Nain : and many of his disciples went
with him, and much people. X

12 Now, when he came nigh to the
mof the city, behold, there was a

man carned out, the only son of

his mother, and she was a widow:!

g much people of the city was withi

13 And when the Lord saw her,’

had compassion on her, and said
unto her, Weep not.

14 And he came and touched the
bier: and they that bare Aém stood
still. And he said, Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise.

15 And he that was dead sat up,
and began to : and he delivered
him to his mother.

16 And there came a fear on all :
and they glorified God, saying, That
) prophet is risen up among us ;

o That God hath visited his peo-
ple.

17 And this rumour of him went
forth out all Judea, and
throughout all the region round about.

sends disciples to Jesus. Galilee. Capernaum ?

on. V1. 18—35.
18 And the disciples of John
shewed him of all these things.
19 And John calling unto Asm two
of his disciples, sent tAems to Jesus
ing, Art thou he that should come
or look we for another ?

more ;—and he sent that his doubts might be removed, and bis faith confirmed. Jesus
therefore merely referred John to the miracles which he was doing,and the E“t:’d“
which spake of him, and which were fulfilled by those miracles. l;p. Suunen, in loc.

N
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[parr Iv.

§ 44. John the Baptist, in prison,

MATTHEW.
OH. X1. 2—19.

4 Jesus answered and said unto
them, Go and shew John again those
things which ye do hear and see :

5 The blind receive their sight,
and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them.*

6 And blessed is ke whosoever shall
not be offended in me.

7 And as they departed, Jesus be-
gan to say unto the multitudes concern-
ing John, What went ye out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken
with the wind ¢

8 But what went ye out for to see 1
A man clothed in soft raiment? Be-
hold, they that wear soft clothing are
in kings’ houses.

9 But what went ye out for to see 1
A pro&l;e:’! yea, I say unto you, and
more a prophet.

10 For this is Ae of whom it is writ-
ten,t Behold, ] send my messenger
before th{e face, which shall prepare
thy way before thee.

11 Verily, I say unto you, Among
them that are born of women, there
hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist : notwithstanding, he that is
lJeast in the kingdom of heaven, is
greater than he.

12 And from the days of John the
Baptist, until now, the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force.

13 For all the frophets and the law
prophesied until John.

14 And if ye will receive sz, this is
Elias which was for to come.}

15 He that hath ears to hear, let
him hear.

16 But whereunto shall I liken this
generation ?th It is léke untod cl;i:illren
sit(m%’ in the markets, an i
unto their fellows. "8

® Ts. xxxV. 5, 8eq. 1+ Mal. iii. 1.

MARK.

$ Mal.iv. 5.
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sends disciples to Jesus. Galiles. Capernaum ¢

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. vii. 18—35.

20 When the men were come unto |
him, they said, John Baptist hath
sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he
that should come? or look we for
another ?

21 And in that same hour he cured
many of their infirmities, and plagues,
and of evil usirits; and unto many
that were blind he gave sight.

22 Then Jesus answering, said unto
them, Go your way, and tell John
what things ye have seen and heard ;
how that the blind see, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, to the poor the

1 is preached.

23 And blessed is ks, whosoever
ghall not be offended in me.

3 1;2: Anddwpl;iltledui: l;l;::snengers of

ohn were de] ,he to sPeAk
unto the people concerni ohn,
What went ye out into the wilderness
for to see? A reed shaken with the
wind ?

25 But what went ye out for to see ?
A man clothed in soft raiment? Be-
hold, they which are gorgeously ap-

lled, and live delicately, are in
ings’ courts.

26 But what went ye out for to see?
A prophet? Yea, I say unto you,and
much more than a prophet.

27 Thisis Ae, of whom it is written,
Behold, I send my messenger before
thy face, which shall prepare thy way
before thee.

28 For I say unto you, Among
those that are born of women, there
is not a greater prophet than John the
g:,};?: but(.}(l:: that is le:l::nill: the

ingdom of is greater e.

29 And all the people that heard
Aém, and the publicans, justified God,
being baptized with the baptism of
John.

30 But the Pharisees and lawyers
rejected the council of God against
themselves, being not baptized of him.

31 And the Lord said, Whereunto
then shall I liken the men of this ge-
neration ? and to what are they like ?

32 They are like unto children sit-
ting in the market-place, and calling
one to another, ind saying, We have
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§ 44. John the Baptist, in prison,

MATTHEW.
CH. XI. 2—19.

17 And saying, We have piped
unto you, and ye have not danced;
we have mourned unto you, and ye
have not lamented.

18 For John came neither eating
nor drinking, and they say, He hath a
devil.

19 The 8on of man came eating
and drinking, and they say, Behold a
man glattonous, and a wine-bibber, a
friend of publicans and sinners. But
Wisdom is justified of her children.

MARK.

§45. Reflections of Jesus

oH. x1. 20—30.

20 Then began he to upbraid the
cities wherein most of his mighty
works were done, because they re-
pented not.

21 Wo unto thee, Chorazin! wo
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the
mighty works which were done in you
lnls been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes.

22 But I say unto you, It shall
be more tolerable for Tyre and 8i-
don at the day of judgment, than for

ou.

y 23 And thou, Capernaum, which
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be
brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works which have been done
in thee, had been done in Sodom, it
would have remained until this day.

24 But I say unto you, That it
shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom, in the day of judgment, than
for thee.

25 At that time Jesus answered
and said, I thank thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because
thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes.

26 Even so, Father, for so it
seemed good in thy sight.

27 All things are delivered unto me
of my Father ; and no man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the
Son, and Ae to whomsoever the Son
will reveal Asm.

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour,
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sends disciples to Jesus. (}alil;elwarzm ¢

LUKE.

ped CH. VII. 18—35d . be

Pi unto you, and ye have not
ced ; we have monmgd to you, and
ye have not wept.

33 For John the Bastut came nei-
ther eating bread, nor drinking wine ;
and ye say, He hath a devil.

34 The Son of man is come eating
and drinking; and ye say, Behold a

luttonous man, and a wine-hibber, a
g’iend of publicans and sinners !

35 But Wisdom is justified of all
her children.

JOHN.

on appealing to his mighty works. Capernaum.
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(PaRT IV,

§ 45. Reflections of Jesus

MATTHEW.
cH. x1. 20—30.
and are heavy laden, and I will give
Yo% Tak k d
e my yoke upon you, an
learn of me: ﬁi {am mggk a{ld iowly
in heart ; and ye shall find rest unto
your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.

MARK.

~ §46. While sitting at

meat with a Pharisee,
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on appealing to his mighty works.

Capernaum.

LUKE.

JOHN.

Jesus is anointed by a woman who

had been a sinner. Capernaum ?-:

cH. vii. 36—50.

36 And one of the Pharisees de-
sired him that he would eat with him.
And he went into the Pharisee’s house,
and sat down to meat.

37 And behold, a woman in the city,
which was a sinner, when she knew
that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s
house, brought an alabaster-box of
ointment,

38 And stood at his feet behind
him weeping, and began to wash his
feet with tears, and did wipe them
with the hairs of her head, and kissed
his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment.

39 Now, when the Pharisee which
had bidden him, saw ¢, he spake
within himself, saying, This man, if
he were a prophet, would have known
who, and what manner of woman this
is that toucheth him: for she is a
sinner.

40 And Jesus answering, said unto .
him, Simon, I have somewhat to say
unto thee. And hesaith,Master,':f on.

41 There was a certain creditor,
which had two debtors: the one owed
five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

42 And when they had nothing to
%ay, he frankly forgave them both.

ell me, therefore, which of them will

love him most 1

43 Simon answered and said, I sup- I

that ke, to whom he forgave most. !

And he smc(li unto him, Thou hast |
rightly judged.

g«ll)-iryAJndghe turned to the womnn,!
and said unto Simon, Seest thou this |
woman ! [ entered into thine house,
thou gavest me no water for my feet : !
bat she hath washed my feet with
tears, and wiped them with the hairs
of her head.
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§ 46. While sitting at meat with a Pharisee,
MATTHEW. MARK.

§47. Jesus, with the Twelve,

i
|

§ 48. The healmg of a demoniac.

on. xit. 22—37. ' CH. 11, 19—30
19 —— and they went into a house.
‘ 20 And the multitude cometh to-
! gether again, so that they could not
' 80 much as eat bread.
| 21 And when his friends heard of
it, they went out to lay hold on him:
| for they said, He is beside himself.
22 Then was brought unto him one
ssessed with a ? blind and
umb ; and he healed hlm, insomuch |
that the blind and dumb, both spake
and saw.

‘Matt. xii. 22.] We here Jearn that the demoniac was both blind and dumb.
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1711

Jesus is anointed by a woman who had been a sinner. Capernaum ¢

LUKE.
cH. viI. 36—50.

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but
this woman, since the time I came in,
hath not ceased to kiss my feet.

46 My head with oil thou didst not
anoint : but this woman hath anointed
my feet with ointment.

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her
sins which are many, are forgiven ;
for she loved much: but to whom
little is forgiven, the same loveth
little.

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins

forgiven,
h:fmfnd they that i'?utn atthmeat ;vith
im, began to say within themselves
Who is this that forgiveth sins also?
50 And he said to the woman, Thy
faith hath saved thee ; go in peace.

JOHN.

makes a second circuit in Galilee.

cB. vir. 1-3.

Anxp it came to pass afterward, that
he llavg,eem mo“ :lvex city ﬁd
village, p and shewing the
glad tidings of the kingdom of God:
and the twelve were with him.

2 And certain women, which had
been healed of evil ﬂ)iritn and infirmi-
ties, Mary called Magdalene, out of
whom went seven devils,

3 And Joanna the wife of Chu:
Herod's steward, and Susanna, an
many others, which ministered unto
him of their substance.

The Bcribes and Pharisees blaspheme.  Galilee.

cH. x1. 14, 15, 17—23. ‘
I

out a devil, !
it came to'

14 And he was casti
and it was dumb. An
pass when the devil was gone out,
the dumb spake ; and the people won- |
dered.

8t. Luke omits the former circumstance, but does not contradict it. Nxwcous.
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HARMONY OF

[PaRT sV,

§ 48. The healing of a demoniac.

MATTHEW.
cH. x1. 22—37.

23 And all the people were amazed,
and said, Is not this the son of David ?

24 But when the Pharisees heard
#¢ they said, This fellow doth not cast
out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince
of the devils.

25 And Jesus knew their thoughts,
and said unto them, Every kingdom
divided against itself, is brought to
desolation ; and every city or house
divided against itself, not stand.

26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he
is divided against himself ; how shall
then his kingdom stand ?

27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out
devils, by whom do your children cast
them out therefore they shall be your

judges.

28 Buat if I cast out devils by the
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of
God is come unto you.

29 Or else, how can one enter into
a strong man’s house, and spoil his
goods, except he first bind the strong
man 7 and then he will spoil his house.

30 He that is not with me is against
me; and he that gathereth not with
me, scattereth abroad.

31 Wherefore I say unto you, All
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost shall not be
forgiven unto men.

32 And whosoever speaketh a word
against the Son of man, it shall be for-
given him : but whosoever speaketh
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this world,
neither in the worid to come.

33 Either make the tree good, and
his fruit good ; or else make the tree
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt : for the
tree is known by Ais fruit.

34 bg generaltionp::ik Vipeo::i h&w can

e, being evil, 8 ings ?
tyor out of the abundance8 of the hg:rt
the mouth speaketh.

MARK.
cH. 111. 19—30.

22 And the scribes which came
down from Jerusalem, said, He hath
Beelzebub, and by the prince of the
devils casteth he out devils.

23 And he called them unto Aim,
and said unto them in parables, How
can Satan cast out Satan ?

24 And if a kingdom be divided
agm::ist itself, that kingdom cannot
stand.

25 And if a house be divided against
itself, that house cannot stand.

26 And if Satan rise up against
himself, and be divided, he eannot
stand, but hath an end.

27 No man can enter into a strong
man’s house, and spoil his goods, ex-
cept he will first bind the strong man ;
and then he will spoil his house.

28 Verily, I say unto you, All sins
shall be forgiven unto the sons of men,
and blasphemies wherewith soever
they blaspheme :

29 But he that shall blaspheme
against the Holy Ghost hath never
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal
damnation :

30 Because they said, he hath an
unclean spirit.

Matt. xii. 22, the people were amazed.] An accurate reader will observe that Matt. xii. 22,

of the blasphemy against Josus; and that

and Luke xi. 14, show the g 1

Matt. xii. 23, shews the particular occasion of it, the multitude alarming the Jewish mlen
by their question whether Jesus were the Christ. No cause for the absurd and impious
insinuation of the Scribes and Pharisees is sssigned by St. Mark : however, he suggests an
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The Scribes angﬂmn_seg I_)lﬁs_plle_n_le. Galilee.

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. x1. 14, 15, 17—23.

15 But some of them said, He!
casteth out devils through Beelzebub, |
the chief of the devils. |

17 Bat he, knowmg their tho
said unto them, E er{
ded against melf is t to deoo- |
lation ; and a house ds against a |
houne, falleth.

18 If Satan also be divided against
himself, how shall his kingdom stand 1
beause say that I cast out devils

lzebub

19 And if I by Beelzebub cast out
devils, by whom do your sons cast
them out 1 therefore shall they be your

) dag)“But if I with the finger of God
cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom
of God is come upon you.
eth his Faiace, bis goods ave 1 peaee
is 8 are in peace :
22 But when a stronger than he
shall come upon him, and overcome
him, he taketh from him all his ar-
mour, wherein he trusted, and divideth
his spoile
23 He thatis not with me, is against
me : and he that gathereth not with
me scattereth.

t circumstance, that they came from Jerusalem to watch the conduct of Jesus.
The latter part of Luke viii. 19, shows that his relations were not able to enter the house
on account of the press. Thus one Evangelist is wonderfully supplemental to another by
notations of time, place, and other circumstances ; and the strictest propriety and agreement
result from diligently comparing them. Newcowe.
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- _—548 The l_lga.li;g_of a demoniac.

MATTHEW. MARK.
oH. xn1. 22—37.

35 A good man, out of the good
treasure of the heart, bringeth forth
good things: and an evil man, out of the
evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things.

36 But I say unto s{::ll That every
idle word that men { speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of
judgment.

37 For by thy words thou shalt be
{::tiﬁed, and by thy words thou shalt

‘condemned. '

§49. The Scribes and Pharisees seek a sign.

oH. XI1. 38—45.

38 Then certain of the scribes and
of the Pharisees answered, saying,
guwr, we would see a sign from

ee.

39 But he answered and said to
them, An evil and adulterous genera-
tion seeketh after a sign, and there
shall no sign be given to it, but the
sign of the prophet Jonas.

40 For as Jonas was three days
and three nights in the whale’s belly,*
8o shall the Son of man be three days
::‘c'ith.threenightsintheheartofte

41 The men of Nineveh shall rise
in judgment with this generation, and
shall condemn it: because they re-
B:nted at the preaching of Jonas ;+ and

hold, a greater than Jonas és here.

42 The queen of the south shall
rise up in the judgment with this
generation, and shall condemn it : for
she came from the uttermost parts of
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solo-
mon;} and behold, a greater than
Solomon s here. |

* Jonsh i. 17. 4 Jonah iii. 4, 5. 1 1 Kings x. 1 seq.

Matt. xii. 39, shall no sign be given.] The writer of a false narrative would either have
omitted to mention the request for a sign, or would have related that it was complied with.
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The Scribes and Pharisees blaspheme. Galilee.
LUKE, JOHN.

i
l
Our Lord’s reflections. Glalilee.

An ;u.mxl. 16, 24—3(;5 nt
16 others tempting Aim, soug|
of him a sign from heaven.

29 And when the people had ga-
thered thick together, he began to say,
This is an evil generation : they seek
a sign, and there shall no sign be
given it, but the sign of Jonas the

rophet.

30 For as Jonas was a sign unto
the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of
man be to this generation.

31 The queen of the south shall rise
up in the judgment with the men of
this generation, and condemn them :

8olomon s here.

32 The men of Nineveh shall rise
up in the judgment with this genera-
tion, and condemn it : for they
repented at the preaching of Jonas;
;:I;e'behold, a greater than Jonas ss

33 No man when he hath lighted a
candle, putteth i¢ in a secret place,
neither under a bushel, but on a can-

ick, that they which come in may

see the light.

k7 Theﬁihtofthebodyisthe eye:
therefore when thine eissinile,
thy whole body also is of light ;
but when thine eye is evil, thy body
also is full of ess.

35 Take heed therefore, that the

light which is in thee be not darkness.

He would never have exposed his Master to the suspicion of a want of power. See also,
Matt. xvi. 1.
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MATTHEW.
oH. x11. 38—45.

43 When the unclean spirit is gone
out of a man, he walketh through dry
places, seeking rest, and findeth none.

44 Then he saith, I will return into
my house from whence I came out;
and when he is come, he findeth sz
empty, swept, and garnished.

45 Then goeth he, and taketh with
himself seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and they enter
in and dwell there : and the last state
of that man is worse than the first.
Even so shall it be also unto this
wicked generation.

HARMONY OF
§ 49. The Scribes and Pharisees seek a sign.

[Parr 1V,

MARK.

" §50. The true disciples of Christ

cH. x11. 46—50.
46 While he yet talked to the
le, behold, %is mother and his
gle': n stood without, desiring to
speak with him.

47 Then one said unto him, Behold
thy mother and thy brethren stand
without, desiring to speak with thee.

48 But he answered and said unto
him that told him, Who is my mother ?
and who are my brethren ?

49 And he stretched forth his hand
toward his disciples, and said, Behold
my mother and my brethren !

50 For whosoever shall do the will
of my Father which is in heaven, the
same is my brother, and sister, and
mother.

cH, m. 31—35.

31 There came then his brethren
and his mother, and standing without,
sent unto him, calling him.

32 And the multitude sat about
him ; and they said unto him, Behold,
thy mother and thy brethren without
seek for thee.

33 And he answered them, saying,
Who is my mother, or my brethrenng

34 And he looked round about on
them which sat about him, and said,
Behold, my mother and my brethren !

35 For whosoever do the will
of God, the same is my brother, and
my sister, and mother.

§ 51. At a Pharisee’s table,"
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Our Lord’s reflections. Galilee. -

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. xI. 16, 24—36. ,
ful?s fIf h;:y :hole body thedr::;rethbei
of light, having no part , the
whole shall be fall of light ; as when
the bright shining of a candle doth
give thee light.

24 When the unclean spirit is gone

out of a man, he walketh through dry
laces, seeking rest : and finding none,
saith, I will return unto my house
whence I came out. &

25 Anfn:hen he e:;net.h, he findeth
# swept garnished.

26 Then goeth he, and taketh ¢
Aim seven other spirits more wicked
than hi ; and they enter in, and
dwell there : and the last state of that
man is w:lme than the first. N

27 And it came to pass, as he e
these things, a certain woman mkhe'
company lifted up her voice, and said
unto him, Blessed s the womb that !
bare thee, and the pape which thou
hast sucked. X

28 Bat he said, Yea, rather blessed
are they that hear the word of God, !
and keep it. =

his nearest relatives. Galslee.
on. v 19—21,

19 Then came to him A¢s mother
and his brethren, and could not come
at him for the press.

20 And it was told him by certasn,
which said, Thy mother and thy
::br::bren stand without, desiring to see |

21 And he answered and said unto!
them, My mother and my brethren are
these which hear the word of God,:
and do it.

!
I

Jesus denounces woes against the Pharisees and others. Galilee.

cH. X1, 37—04.

37 And as he spake, a certain
Pharisee besought him to dine with
him: and he went in and sat down to
meat.
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§51. At a Pharisee’s table,
MATTHEW. MARK.

)
b
t
l
i

Luke xi. 88, kad not first washed.] This omission may seem inconsistent with the
character of Jesus, who appears to have generally complied with all the innocent usages of
his countrymen ; and of course it may be adduced as an objection aguinst the veracity of
the Evangelist. Luke simply records the fact, however it may seem to make against the
character of his Master, or his own veracity. But Mark, vii. 3—9, in a manner equally
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Jesus denounces woes against the Pharisees and others. Galilee.

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. x1. 37—54.

38 And when the Pharisee saw #¢,
he marvelled that he had not first
washed before dinner.

39 And the Lord said unto him,
Now do tye Pharisees make clean the
outside of the cup and the platter ; but
your inward part is full of ravening
and wickedness.

40 Ye fools, did not he that made
that which is without, make that which
is within also ?

41 But rather give alms of such
things as ye have; and behold, all
things are clean unto you.

42 But wo unto you, Pharisees! for
ye tithe mint, and rue, and all manner
of herbs, and pass over judgment and
the love of God: these ought ye to
have done, and not to leave the other
undone.

43 Wo unto you, Pharisees ! for ye
love the uppermost seats thin the ]:!yna-
gogues, an tings in the markets.

44 llWo nngz:"yo;l, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites ! for ye are as graves
which appear not, myd the men that
walk over them are not aware of them.

45 Then answered one of the law-
yers, and said unto him, Master, thus
saying, thou reproachest us also.

46 And he said, Wo unto you also,

lawyers! for ye lade men with
ﬁrdens grievous to be borne, and ye
yourselves touch not the burdens with
one of your fingers.

47 Wo unto you! for ye build the
sepulchres of the prophets, and your
fathers killed them.

48 Truly ye bear witness, that ye
allow the deeds of your fathers: for

indeed killed them, and ye build
their sepulchres.

49 Therefore also said the wisdom
of God, I will send them prophets and

le:l, and some of them they shall
ay and persecute :

go That the blood of all the pro-

jncidental and without design, discl the truth that this washing was superstitious, and
ted with the dang error of placing the traditions of the elders on equal footing
with the commands of God. Where there was danger of his practice being misinterpreted,
our Lord withheld his compliance, even in things indifferent. See Bp. Sumwzr on Luke,
Lect. 41. g
N
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§ 51. At a Pharisee’s table,
MATTHEW. | MARK.

§ 52. Jesus discourses to his disciples
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181

Jesus denounces woes against the Pharisees and others. Galilee.

LUKE.
cH. x1. 37—54.
phets, which was shed from the foun-
dation of the world, may be required
of this generation ;

51 From the blood of Abel* unto the
blood of Zacharias, which perished be-
tween the altar and the temple : verily,
I say unto you, It shall be required of
this generation.

62 Wo unto you, lawyers! for ye
have taken away the key of knowledge :
ye entered not 1n yourselves, and them
that were entering in ye hindered.

53 And as he said these things unto
them, the scribes and the Pharisees

to urge kim vehemently, and to
provoke him to speak of many things;

54 Laying wait for him, and seeking
to catch something out of his mouth,
that they might accuse him.

JOHN.

and the multitude.

Galilee.

ca. xit. 1—59,

In the mean time, when there were
gathered together an innumerable mul-
titade of people, insomuch that they
trode one upon another, he began to
say unto his disciples first of all, Beware
ye :f the leaven of the Pharisees, which
18

2 For there is nothing covered, that
shall not be revealed ; neither hid, that
shall not be known.

3 Therefore, whatsoever ye have
spoken in darkness, shall be heard in
the light; and that which ye have
spoken in the ear in closets, shall be
proclaimed upon the house-tops.

4 And I say unto you, my friends,
Be not afraid of them Q.Kat kill the body,
and after that, have no more that they
can do.

5 But I will forewarn you whom ye
shall fear ; Fear him, which, after he
hath killed, hath power to cast into
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.

6 Are not five sparrows sold for two
farthings, and not one of them is for-
gotten before God ?

7 But even the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Fear not there-
fore : ye are of more value than many

Sparrows.

* Gen.iv. 8; 2 Chron. xxiv. 20, scq.



182 HARMONY OF o [parz 1V

§ 52. Jesus discourses to his disciples
MATTHEW. MARK.
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and the multitude. Galélee.

LUKE. JOHN.
cH. x11. 1—59.

8 Also I say unto yon, Whoeoever
shall confees me before men, him shall
the Son of man also confess before the | -
angels of God. - :

9 But he that denieth me before |-
men, shall be denied before the angels
of God.

10 And whosoever shall speak a
word against the Son of man, it shall
be forgiven him: but unto him that
blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost,
it shall not be forgiven.

11 And when they bring you unto

the lymgogumand unto magistrates,

and powers, take ‘g:nno thought how
t thing ye

ye shall say:

12 For the Holy Ghoet ghall teach
you in the same hour what ye ought
to say.

13 And one of the company said unto
him, Master, speak to my brother, that
be divide the inheritance with me.

14 And he said unto him, Man, who
made me a judge, or a divider over
you?

15 And he said unto them, Take
heed, and beware of covetousness:
for a man’s life consisteth not in the
abundan:f of the things which he

16 And he spake a ble unto
them, saying, The ground of a certain
rich man brought forth plentifully :

17 And he thought within himself,
saying, What shall I do, because I
have no room where to bestow my
fruits ¢

18 And he said, This will I do: I
will pull down my barns, and build
greater ; and there will I bestow all
my fraits and my goods.

19 And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up
for many years ; take thine ease, eat,
drink, be merry.

20 But God said unto him, Z%ou
fool, this night thy soul shall be re-
xirod of thee : then whose shall those

ings be, which thon hast provided ?

21 8o s he that layeth up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward God.

22 And he said unto his disciples,
Therefore 1 say unto you, Take no

answer, or what
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§ 52. Jesus discourses to his disciples

MATTHEW. ! MARK.
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and the multitude. Galslec.

LUKE. JOHN.
©oH. x11. 1—59.
the cll(::g wh:;:d heI cometh shall tﬁﬁ;d
watching : verily, I say unto you, that
he shall gird himself, and make them
to sit down to meat, and will come
forth and serve them.

38 And if he shall come in the
second watch, or come in the third
watch, and find #kem so, blessed are
those servants.

39 And this know, that if the good
man of the house had known what
hour the thief would come, he would
have watched, and not have suffered
his house to be broken through.

40 Be ye therefore ready also: for
the Son of man cometh at an hour
when ye think not.

41 Peter said unto him, Lord,
speakest thou this parable unto us, or
even to all ?

42 And the Lord said, Who then is
that faithfol and wise steward, whom
his lord shall make ruler over his
household, to give them their portion
of meat in due season ?

43 Blessed is that servant, whom
his lord when he cometh shall find so
doing.

44 Of a truth I say unto you, That
he will make him ruler over all that
he hath.

45 But and if that servant say in
his heart, My lord dela'ieth his coming ;
and shall beginto beat themen-servants,
and maidens, and to eat and drink, and
to be drunken;

46 The lord of that servant will
come in a day when he looketh not for
him, and at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him in sunder,
and will appoint him his portion with :
the unbelievers.

47 And that servant which knew his
lord’s will, and prepared not Aimself,
neither did according to his will, shall
be beaten with many stripes.

48 But he that knew not, and did
commit things worthy of stripes, shall
be beaten with few stripes. li-?or unto
whomsoever much is given, of him
shall much be required ; and to whom
men have committed much, of him
they will ask the more.

49 1 am come to send fire on the
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§ 52. Jesus discourses to his disciples
MATTHEW. MARK.

§ 63. The slaughter of certain Galileans.

l

Luke xii. 54, out of the west.] The autumnal rains in Palcstine come mostly
from the west or south-west. Rosinson’s Biblical Researches, vol. ii. p. 97. The
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and the multitode. Galiles.

LUKE. | JOHN.
CH. XmI. ll—?. be ;

earth, and what will I, if it
AT y already

50 Bat I have a baptism to be |
ﬁzedwith;mdhowamlltnit:&.!
till it be accomplished !

. 51 Suppose ye that I am come to
ive peace on earth? I tell you, Nay;
ut rather division :

52 For from henceforth there shall
be five in one house divided, three
against two, and two against three.

53 'l'hdemfuher shall be divided

son, and the son against

e father; the mother against the

tor agai

in-law against her mother-in-law.

54 And he smid also to the people, |,
When ye see a cloud rise out of the
west, straightway ye say, There cometh
a shower; and so it is.

85 And when ye see the south wind
blow, ye say, There will be heat; and
it cometh to pass.

56 Ye h ites, ye can discern
the face ofmkyand of the earth; !
but how is it, that ye do not discern
this time 1 '

57 Yea, and why even of yourselves ;
judge ye not what is right !

58 en thou goest with thine ad-
versary to the magistrate, as thow art
in the way, %'ve diligence that thou
mayest be delivered from him; lest'
he hale thee to the judge, and the'
judge deliver thee to the officer, and '
the officer cast thee into prison. :

59 I tell thee, thou shalt not de; X
thence, till thou hast paid the very |
mite.

Parable of the barren fig-tree. Galslee.

oB. xmI. 1—9.

Tagrr were present at that season
some that told him of the Galileans,
whose blood Pilate had mingled with |
their sacrifices.

2 And Jesus answering, said unto
them, Suppose ye that these Galileans ;

incidental allusion here made to that fact, would hardly have been made by a writer
of fiction.
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HARMONY OF

[Part V.

§ 53. The slaughter of certain Galileans.

MATTHEW. I

MARK.

§ 54. The parable

cH. xir. 1—23.

Tae same day went Jesus out of
the house, and sat by the sea-side.

2 And great multitudes were ga-
thered together unto him, so that he
went into a ship, and sat; and the
whole multitude stood on the shore.

3 And he xgale many things unto
them in parables, saying, Behold, a
sower went forth to sow ;

4 And when he sowed, some seeds
fell by the way-side, and the fowls
came and devoured them up:

5 Some fell upon stony places,
where they had not much earth: an
forthwith they sprung uﬁ, because they
had no deepness of earth :

6 And when the sun was up, they
were scorched ; and because they had
no root, they withered away.

7 And some fell among thorns; and
ge thorns sprung up, and choked

em :
8 But other fell into good ground,

N cH. 1v. 1—25. b be th
Anxp he again to teach by the
sea-gside : and there was gathered unto
him a great multitude, so that he en-
tered into a ship, and sat in the sea;
and the whole multitude was by the
sea, on the land.

2 And he taught them many thi
by parables, and said unto them in his
doctrine,

3 Hearken; Behold, there went ont
a sower to sow.

4 And it came to pass as he sowed,
some fell by the way-side, and the
fowls of the air came and devoured it

up.

5 And some fell on stony ground,
wt;rl:titl had not much e;erg; and ll::i
medi it u; use it
20 depth of earth +

6 But when the sun was up it was
scorched ; and because it had no root,
it withered away.

7 And some {ell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up, and choked it, and
it yielded no fruit.

8 And other fell on good ground,
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Parable of the barren fig-tree. Galilee.
LUKE. JOHN.

cH. xi, 1—9.
were sinners above all the Galileans,
because they suffered such things ?

3 I tell you, Nam but, except ye
npent,yelhaliall ikewise perish. '

4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the
tower in Siloam fell, and slew them,
think ye that they were sinners above
all men that dwelt in Jerusalem ?

5 1 tell you Nalk; but, except ye
repent, ye all ikewise perish.

6 He spake also this parable: A
lmv;my.a:l. et rh e gusie

is vi ; and he came and sought
fruit thereon, and found none.

7 Then said he unto the dresser of
his vineyard, Behold, these three years
I come seeking fruit on this fig-tree,
and find none : cat it down; why cum-
bereth it the ground ?

8 And he answering, said unto him
Lord, let it alone this you also, till {
shall dig about it, and dung sz :

9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if
got,tlen after that thou shalt cut it

own.

of the sower. Lake of Galilee. Noar Capernaum ?
cH. vl 4—18.

4 And when much people were

thered together, and were come to
Em out of every city, he spake by a
parable :

5 A sower went out to sow his
seed : and as he sowed, some fell by
the way-gide; and it was trodden
down, and the fowls of the air de-
voured it.

6 And some fell upon a rock ; and
as soon as it was sprung up, it withered
away, because it lacked moisture.

7 And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns sprang up with it, and
choked it.

8 And other fell on good ground,
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o § 54. The parable o
MATTHEW. MARK.
oH. x11. 1—23. .., cH.1v. 1—25.
and brought forth fruit, some a hun- |and did yield fruit that sprang up,

grle:li-fold, some sixty-fold, some thirty-
old.

9 Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear.

10 And the disciples came, and said
unto him, Why speakest thon unto
them in parables 1

11 He answered and said unto
them, Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it is not given.

12 For whosoever hath, to him
shall be given, and he shall have more
abundance : but whosoever hath not,
from him shall be taken away even
that he hath.

13 Therefore speak I to them in
parables: because they seeing, see not ;
and hearing, they hear not ; neither do
they understand.

14 And in them is fulfilled the pro-
Ehecy of KEsaias,* which saith, By

earing ye shall hear, and not
understand ; and seeing ye shall see,
and shall not perceive :

15 For this people’s heart is waxed
gross, and #hesr ears are dull of hear-
ing, and their eyes they have closed;
lest at any time they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with tAesy heart,
and should be converted, and T should
heal them.

16 But blessed are your eyes, for
they see: and your ears, for they hear.

17 For, verily I say unto you, That
many prophets and righteous men have
desimf to see those tlu'%which ye
see, and have not seen ¢kem ; and to
hear those things which ye hear, and
have not heard them.

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of !

the sower.

19 When any one heareth the word
of the kingdom, and understandeth sz
not, then cometh the wicked one, and

and increased, and brought forth, some

m,edand some sixty, and some a
un

9 And he said unto them, He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.

10 And when he was alone, they
that were about him, with the twelve,
asked of him the parable.

11 And he said unto them, Unto
you it is given to know the mystery
of the kingdom of God: but unto them
that are without, all these things are
done in parables :

12 That seeing they may see, and
not perceive ; and hearing they may
hear, and not understand ; lest at any
time they should be converted, and
thetr sins should be forgiven them.

13 And he said unto them, Know
. ye not this Ymble'l and how then will
. ye know all parables

14 The sower soweth the word.
{ 15 And these are they by the way-
.side, where the word is sown; but

catcheth away that which was sown when they have heard, Satan cometh
in his heart. This is he which re- immediately,and taketh away the word
ceived seed by the way-side. " that was sown in their hearts.

* Is. vi. 9, 10,
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of the sower. Lake of Galilee. Naa—n"apcmaum 2

LUKE.

1 CH. vm(i %;(:Sﬁ'm .
an up, an ruit a hun-
dred-'g;?lx.‘g And when he had said
these things, he cried, He that hath
ears to hear, let him hear.

9 And his disciples asked him,
saying, What might this parable be ?

10 And he said, Unto you it is

ven to know the mysteries of the
Ei.ngdom of God: but to others in
parables; that seeing they might not
see, :I.)d hearing they might not under-
stan

11 Now the parable is this: The
seed is the word of God.

12 Those by the way-side, are they
that hear: then cometh the devil, and
taketh away the word out of their
hearts, lest they should believe and
be saved. :

13 They on the rock are they,
which, when they hear, receive the

word with joy; and these have no

JOHN.
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(Pam? tv.

§ 54. The parable

MATTHEW.
cH. xmr. 1—23.

20 But he that received the seed
into stony places, the same is he that
heareth the word, and anon with joy
receiveth it ;

21 Yet hath he not root in himself,
but dareth for a while: for when tri-
bulation or persecution ariseth because
of the word, by and by he is offended.

22 He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the word ;
and the care of this world, and the de-
ceitfulness of riches, choke the word,
and he becometh unfruitful.

23 But he that received seed into
thersood und is he that heareth the
word, and understandeth ¢ ; which
also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth,
some a hundred-fold, some sixty, some
thirty.

MARK.
cH. 1v. 1—25.

16 And these are they likewise
which are sown on stony ground;
who, when they have heard the word,
immediatel{amein it with gladness;

17 And have no root in themselves,
and so endare but for a time: after-
ward, when affliction or persecution
ariseth for the word’s sake, immedi-
ately they are offended.

18 And these are they which are
sow‘dn among thorns; such as hear the
word,

19 And the cares of this world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the
lusts of other things entering in, choke
the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

20 And these are they which are
sown on good ground; such as hear
the word, and receive #, and bring
forth fruit, some thirty-fold, some
sixty, and some a hundred.

21 And he said unto them, Is a
candle brought to be put under a
bushel, or under a bed ? and not to be
set on a candlestick ?

22 For there i8 nothing hid, which
shall not be manifested ; neither was
any thing kept secret, but that it should
come abroad.

23 If any man have ears to hear,
let him hear.

24 And he said unto them, Take
heed what ye hear: With what mea-
sure ye mete, it shall be measured to
you: and unto you that hear shall
more be given.

25 For he that hath, to him shall
be given: and he that hath not, from
Eitt.in shall be taken even that which he

ath,

§ 55. Parable of the tares.

cB. xmnr. 24—63.

24 Another parable put he forth
unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field :

25 But while men slept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among the
wheat, and went his way.

26 But when the blade was sprung
up, and brought forth fruit, then ap-
peared the tares also.

CH. Iv. 26—34.
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of the sower. Lake of Galilee. Near Capmauu?

LUKE. JOHN.
cu. vim. 4—18.
root, which for a while believe, and in
time of temptation fall away.

14 And that which fell among
thorns, are t.he{, which, when they
have heard, go forth, and are choked
with cares, and riches, and pleasures of
this life, and bring no fruit to perfec-
tion.

15 Bat that on the good ground are
, which, in an honest and
heart, having heard the word, keep ¢,
and bring forth fruit with patience.

16 No man, when he hath lighted
a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or
putteth i¢ under a bed ; but setteth ¢
ona eandlesﬁck that they which en-
ter in may see the light.

17 For nothing is secret, that shall
not be made manifest ; neither any-
thing hid, that shall not he known,
and come abroad.

18 Take heed therefore how ye
hear: for whosoever hath, to him
shall be given : and whoeoever hath
not, from him shall be taken even that

which he seemeth to have. :

Other parables. Near Capernaum ?

o2
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§ 55. Parable of the tares.

MATTHEW.
cH. xm1. 24—53.

27 So the servants of the house-
holder came and said unto him, 8ir,
didst not thou sow seed in thy
field ? from whence then hath it tares?

28 He said unto them, An enemy
hath done this. The servant said
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go
and gather them up ?

29 But he said, Nay; lest while
ye gather up the tares, ye root up also
the wheat with them.

30 Let both grow together until the
harvest : and in the time of harvest I
will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them
in bundles to burn them : but gather
the wheat into my barn.

31 Another parable put he forth
unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is like to a grain of mustard-
seed, which a man took, and sowed in
his field :

32 Which indeed is the least of all
seeds : but when it is grown, it is the
greatest among herbs, and becometh a
tree, so that the birds of the air come
and lodge in the branches thereof.

33 Another parable e he unto
them ; The kingdom of heaven is like
unto leaven, which a woman took,
and hid in three measures of meal,
till the ;lvh:llle was leavened. 3

34 A ese things e Jesus
unto the multitude in ‘ﬂ:s ; and
x‘thout a parable e he not unto

em :

35 That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophet,® aayingl,
I will open my mouth in parables ;
will utter things which have been
kept secret from the foundation of the
world.

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude
away, and went into the house : and
his disciples came unto him, saying,
Declare unto us the parable of the
tares of the field.

37 Heanswered and said unto them,
He that soweth the good seed is the
Son of man ;

38 The field is the world; the good
seed are the children of the kingdom ;

MARK.
oH. Iv. 26—34.

26 And he said, So is the kingdom
of God, as if a man should cast seed
into the ground ;

27 And should sleep, and rise night
and day, and the should spring
and grow up, he knoweth not how.

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit
of herself ; first the blade, then the
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.

29 But when the fruit is brought
forth, immediately he putteth in the
sickle, because the harvest is come.

30 And he said, Whereunto shall
we liken the kingdom of God? or
with what comparison shall we com-
pare it ?

31 It is like a grain of mustard-
seed, which when it is sown in the
earth, is less than all the seeds that be
in the earth :

32 But when it is sown, it Soweth
up, and becometh greater thanall herbs,
and shooteth out great branches ; so
that the fowls of the air may lodge
under the shadow of it.

33 And with many such parables
spake he the word unto them, as they
were able to hear .

34 But without a parable spake he
not unto them : and when they were
alone, he expounded all things to his
disciples.

* Ps. Ixxviii. 2.




ssc. 55.) THE GOSPELS. 197

Other parables. Near Capernaum ¥
LUKE. JOHN.
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§ 55. Parable of the tares.

MATTHEW. ) MARK.
cH. xmr. 24—53.
but the tares are the children of the
wicked one ;

39 The enemy that sowed them is
the devil ; the est is the end of
the world ; and the reapers are the
angels.

40 As therefore the tares are
gathered and burmed in the fire;
so shall it be in the end of this
world.

41 The Son of man shall send
forth his angels, and the{ shall gather
out of his kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity ;

42 And shall cast them into a fur-
nace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.

43 Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Who hath ears to hear,
let him heu'.Th Lined fh

44 Again, The kingdom of heaven
is like unto treasure h?d ina field; the
which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth
that field.

45 Again, The kingdom of heaven
i8 like unto a merchant-man seeking
goodly Is :

4% 0, when he had ﬁ:inndldo:ﬁ

of t price, went and so
ptl:::he ﬁalfd bought it.

47 Again, The kingdom of heaven
is like unto a net, that was cast into
the sea, and gathered of every kind:

48 Which, when it was full, they
drew to shore, and sat down, and
gathered the good into vessels, but
cast the bad away.

49 So shall it be at the end of the
world : the angels shall come forth,
and sever the wicked from among the
just,

50 And shall cast them into the
furnace of fire : there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.

51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye
understood all these things? They
say unto him, Yea, Lord.

52 Then said he unto them, There-
fore every scribe whick s instructed
unto the kingdom of heaven, is like
unto a man that is a householder, .
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Other parables. Near Capernaum ?

LUKE.

JOHN.



200

HARMONY OF

[PaBT IV-

§ 55. Parable of the tares.

MATTHEW.

cH. xinn. 24—53.
which bringeth forth out of his trea-
sure things new and old.
53 And it came to pass, that when
Jesus had finished these parables, he

departed thence.

MARK.

§ 56. Jesus directs to cross the lake.

Incidents.

oH. viir. 18—27.

18 Now when Jesus saw great
multitudes about him, he gave com-
mandment to depart unto the other
side.

19 And a certain scribe came, and
said unto him, Master, I will follow
thee whithersoever thou goest.

20 And Jesus saith unto him, The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air Aave nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay his head.

21 And another of his disciples
said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to
go and bury my father.

22 But Jesus said unto him, Fol-
}lowdme; and let the dead bury their

ead.

23 And when he was entered into
a ship, his disciples followed him.

24 And behold, there arose a great
tempest in the sea, insomuch that the
ship was covered with the waves : but
he was asleep.

25 And his disciples came to Aim,
and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us:
we perish.

26 And he saith unto them, Why
are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?
Then he arose, and rebuked the winds
311 the sea; and there was a great

m.

cH. Iv. 35—41.

35 And the same day, when the
even was come, he saith unto them,
Let us pass over unto the other side.

36 And when they had sent away
the multitude, they took him even as
he was in the ship. And there were
also with him other little ships.

37 And there arose a great storm
of wind, and the waves beat into the
ship, so that it was now full.

38 And he was in the hinder part
of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and
they awake him, and say unto him,
ll_bii;l\ls%er, carest thou not that we pe-

33 Amcil he arose antg rebuked the
wind, and said unto the sea, Peace,
be still: and the wind ceased, and
there was a great calm.

40 And he said unto them, Why
are ye so fearful 7 how is it that ye
have no faith ?
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Other parables. Near Capernaum 2

LUKE.

JOHN.

The tempest stilled.

Lake of Galilee.

cH. viir, 22—25,
cH. 1x. 57—62,

22 Now it came to pass on a certain
day, that he went into a ship with
his disciples: and he said unto them,
Let us go over unto the other side of
the lake.

CH. IX.

57 And it came to pass, that as
the! went in the way, a certain man
said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest.

68 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air Aave
nests; but the Son of man hath not
where to lay &¢s head.

59 And he said unto another, Fol-
low me. But he said, Lord, suffer
me first to go and bury my father.

60 Jesus said unto him, Let the
dead bury their dead : but go thou and
preach the kingdom of God.

61 And another also said, Lord, I
will follow thee ; but let me first go
bid them farewell which are at home
at my house.

62 And Jesus said unto him, No
man having put his hand to the plough,
and loogﬁ back, is fit for the king-
dom of God.

CH. vIII

22 And they launched forth.

23 But as they sailed, he fell
asleep: and there came down a storm

of wind on the lake; and they were
filled with water, and were in jeo-

pardy. .

24 And they came to him, and
awoke him, saying, Master, Master,
we perish, en he arose, and re-
buked the wind, and the ragms of the
water : and they ceased, and there
was a calm.

25 And he said unto them, Where

is your faith 7 And they being afraid,
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§ 56. Jesus directs to cross the lake. Incidents.
MATTHEW. MARK.
cH. vii. 18—27. OH. Iv. 35—41.

27 But the men marvelled, saying,
What manner of man is this, that
gyen! the winds and the sea obey

im

41 And they feared exceedingly,
and said one to another, What man.
ner of man is this, that even the wind
and the sea obey him ?

§ 57. The two demoniacs

cH. viir. 28—34.
oH. 1x. 1.

28 And when he was come to the
other side, into the country ef the
Gergesenes, there met him two pos-
sessed with devils, coming out of the
tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no
man might pass by that way.

29 And behold, they cried out,

cH. v. 1—21.

Anp they came over unto the other

side of the ses, into the country of the
nes.

2 And when he was come out of

the ship, immediately there met him

out of the tombs a man with an un-

clean ‘:&irit,

3 0 had ks dwelling among the
tombs ; and no man coul binocﬁlim,
no, not with his chains :

4 Because that he had been often
bound with fetters and chains, and the
chains had been plucked asunder by
him, and the fetters broken in pieces :
neither eould any man tame him.

5 And always, night and day, he
was in the mountains, and in the
tombs, crying, and cutting- himself
with stones.

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off,
he ran and worshij him,

7 And cried with a loud voice, and
said, What have I to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of the most high
God? 1 adjure thee by God, that
thou torment me not.

8 (For he said unto him, Come out
of the man, thou unclean spirit.)

9 And he asked him, What is thy

Matth, viii. 28,

by reading “Gadarenes.” If Gergasa wuas

.] This is made consistent with the other Evangelists,

subordinate to Gad the lis of

Perca, as Cellarius and Reland judge, and St. Mark did not write in J udea, whtrmdc
that he chosc the more general name, which was best known in the world ? But Cellarius

from Enscbius takes notice that some estecmed Gergasi, so Eusebius writes it, and
Gadara two names of the same city; and this he thinks was the sentiment of the Syriac
translator. To this Sir Richard Ellis most inclines, in his ¢ Fortuita Sacra.” Towwson, p. 72.
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The tempest stilled. Zake of Galiles,

LUKE.
cH. vul. 28—35.
cH. 1X. 57—62.
wondered, saying onme to another,
What manner of man is this! for he
commandeth even the winds and
water, and they obey him.

JOHN.

of Gadara. S. E. coast of the Lake of Galilee.

CH. viil. 26—40.

26 And they arrived at the country
the Gadarenes, which is over
against Galilee.

27 And when he went forth toland,
there met him out of the city a cer-
tain man, which had devils long time,
and ware no clothes, neither abode in
any house, but in the tombs.

&

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried
out, and fell down before him, and
with a loud voice said, What have I
to do with thee, Jesus, thow Son of
God most high? I beseech thee tor-
ment me not.

29 (For he had commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of the man.

For oftentimes it had mﬁt him :
and he was kept bound with chains,
and in fetters ; and he brake the bands,
and was driven of the devil into the
wilderness.)

30 And Jesus asked him, saying,

In Matthew mention is made of two demoniacs; in Mark and Luke of one only.
Hero Le Clerc’s maxim is undoubtedly true : Qui plura narrat, pauciora complectitur :

qui pauciora memorat, plura non negat. Harm. p. 524.

We may collect a resson from the Gospels themsclves, why Mark and Luke men-
tion only one demoniac; because, one only being grateful for the miracle, his cure
only was rccorded by the two Evangelists, who mention this gratitude, and who
are more intent on inculcating the moral, than on magnifying our Lord’s power.

Newcons.
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§ 67. The two demoniacs

MATTHEW.
cH. viii. 28—34.
CH. IX. 1,
saying, What have we to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou
come hither to torment us before the
time ?

30 And there was a good way off
from them a herd of many swine,

feeding.

3lmgo the devils besought him, say-
ing, If thou cast us out, suffer us to
go away into the herd of swine.

32 And he said unto them, Go.
And when they were come out, they
went into the herd of swine : and
hold, the whole herd of swine ran
violently down a steep place into the
sea, and perished in the waters.

33 And they that kept them, fled
and went their ways into the city, and
told everything ; and what was be-
fallen to the possessed of the devils.

34 And behold, the whole city came
out to meet Jesus: and when they
saw him, they besought him that he
would depart out of their coasts.

CH. IX.

ANp he entered into a ship, and
passed over, and came into his own
city.

MARK.
cH. v. 1—21.

name? And he answered, saying,
My name is Legion : for we are many.
10 And he besought him much
that he would not send them away
out of the country.
11 Now there was there nigh unto
;he mountains a great herd of swine

12 And all the devils besought him,
saying, Send us into the £e, that
we maxnenter into them.

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them
leave. And the unclean spirits went
out, and entered into the swine: and
the herd ran violently down a steep
place into the sea, (they were about
two thousand) and were choked in
the sea.

14 And they that fed the swine
fled, and told # in the city, and in the
country. And they went out to see
what it was that was done.

15 And they come to Jesus, and
see him that was gomssed with the
devil, and had the legion, sitting, and
clothed, and in his right mind: and
they were afraid.

16 And they that saw ¢ {old them
how it befell to him that was possessed
with the devil, and also concerning
the swine. : :

17 And they began to pray him to
depart out of their coasts.

18 !h.:ndhwg;a: ll::dmn come into
the ship, he that possessed
with the devil prayed him that he
might be with him.

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not,
but saith unto him, Go home to thy

Matth. viii. 30, @ good way of.] There is no contradiction here between Matth. and

Mark. The demoniacs met Jesus on the shore, as he came out of the ship. Luke viii.
27. The swine were within aight, on the ascending ground, Luke viii, 32, at the side of
the mountain, Mark v. 11, which was at some distance from the shore where they stood.
Matth. viii. 30.

Mark v. 11, Aerd of swine.] Since swine were held in abhorrence by the Jews, how
happened 2™ herd of them to be foeding by the sea of Tiberias? The answer shows
the accuracy of the Evangelist and his intimate knowledge of the local circumstances of
Judes ; for it appears from Josephus, Antiq. xvii. 11, 4, that Gadara was s Grecian city,
the inhabitants of which, therefore, were not Jews. BrunT, Veracity, &c. sect. ii. 6.
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o of Gadara. S. E. coast of the Lake of Galilee.

LUKE. JOHN.,
cH. viii. 26—40.

What is thy name? And he said,
Legion : because many devils were
entered into him.

31 And they besought him, that he
would not command them to go out
into the deep.

32 And there was there a herd of
many swine feedini:: the mountain :

t b

and they besough that he would
suffer them to enter into them. And
he suffered them.

33 Then went the devils out of the
man, and entered into the swine : and
the herd ran violently down a steep
place into the lake, and were choked.

34 When they that fed them saw
what was done, they fled, and went
and told # in the city and in the coun-

try.

35 Then they went out to see what
was done; and came to Jesus, and
found the mm; out of whomththefdevilt;
were departed, sitting at the feet o
Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind :
and they were afraid.

36 T{ey also which saw 2, told
them by what means he that was pos-
sessed of the devils was healed.

37 Then the whole multitude of the
countr{ of the Gadarenes round about,
besought him to depart from them;
for they were taken with great fear.
And he went up into the ship, and re-
turned back again.

38 Now, the man out of whom the
devils were departed, besought him
that he might be with him. But
Jesus sent him away, saying,

Luke viii. 35, sitting at the feet of Jesus.] Here is a reference to an Eastern custom,
which affords internal evidence of the truth of the narrative. The master sat on a higher
seat, and the scholars sat at his feet. Sitting at the feet, was the posture of a learner ; and
indicated the reverence and submission due to the teacher. Thus Moses says of the
people, to whom God gave the law from Mount Sinai,—“they sat down at thy feet.”
Deut. xxxiii. 3. Isaiah, speaking of Abraham, who was taught of God, says “he called
him to his foot.” Is. xli. 2. Mary “sat at Jesus’s feet and heard his words.” Luke x. 39.
Paul was brought up “at the feet of Gamaliel ;" Acts xxii. 3; studied law with him.
And the restored maniac sat down at Jesus's feet, in the posture of a humble learner,
desiring no other wisdom than to be taught of him.
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567 "The two demoniacs -

MATTHEW.

friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee,
mmth had compassion on thee.

20 And he departed, and began to
gublish in Deen?olis how great things

esus had done for him. And all men
did marvel.

21 And when Jesus was passed
over again by ship unto the other side,
much people gathered unto him : and
he was nigh unto the sea.

§ 58. Levi’s feast.

cH. 1X. 10—17.

10 And it came to pass, as Jesus
sat at meat in the house, behold,
many publicans and sinners came and
sat down with him and his disciples.

11 And when the Pharisees saw 4z,
they said unto his disciples, Why eat-
eth your Master with publicans and
sinners ?

12 But when Jesus heard zkaz, he
said unto them, They that be whole
qeekd not a physician, but they that are
sic

13 But ye and learn what that
meaneth,* I will have mercy, and not
sacrifice : for I am not come to call
the righteous, but sinners to repent-
ance.

14 Then came to him the disciples

of John, saying, Why do we and the
Pharisees oft, but thy disciples
fast not 1

15 And Jesus said unto them, Can
the children of the bride-chamber
mourn, as long as the brid m is
with them ? but the da; ill come,
when the bridegroom 1 be taken
from them, and then shall they fast.

16 No man putteth a piece of new
cloth unto an old garment: for that

cH. 1. 15—22.

15 And it came to pass, that as
Jesus sat at meat in his house, many
publicans and sinners sat also together
with Jesus and his disciples; for there
were many, and they followed him.

16 And when the scribes and Pha-
risees saw him eat with publicans and
sinners, they said unto his disciples,
How is it that he eateth and drinketh
with publicans and. sinners ?

17 en Jesus heard #, he saith
unto them, They that are whole, have
no need of the physician, but they
that are sick : I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.

18 And the disciples of John, and
of the Pharisees, used to fast: and
they come, and say unto him, Why
do the disciples of John, and of the
Pha;-isees fast, but thy disciples fast
not

19 And Jesus said unto them, Can
the children of the bride-chamber fast,
while the bridegroom is with them ?
As long as they have the bridegroom
with them, they cannot fast.

20 But the d:{n&“will come, when
the bridegroom be taken away
from them, and then shall they fast
in those days.

21 No man alsoseweth a piece of
new cloth on an old garment: elee

* Hos. vi. 6; 1 Sam. xv. 22.

Matth. ix. 10, ¢n the Aowse.] Both Mark and Luke state that this was in Matthew’s

own house; and Luke calls it a great feast, made in homour of Jesus.

The omission of




sec. 57, 58.) THE GOSPELS.

207

of Gadara. 8. E. coast of the Lake of Galilee.

LUKE.
cH. v, 26—40.

39 Return to thine own house, and
shew how great things God hath done
unto thee. And he went his way and
g::lisbed throughout the whole city,

40 And it came to pass, that, when
Jesus was returned, the people gladly
received him: for they were allg wait-
ing for him.

great things Jesus had done nnto;

JOHN.

Capernaum.

cH. v. 29—39.

29 And Levi made him a great

feast inhismhonse;fm%tere

was a great company of publicans

and of others that sat down with
them.

30 mdt.lus‘ir scnl;ble: ;nd Pharisees

murmured against his disciples, say-

do ye eat and drink wi{h

i and sioners 1

i

31 And Jesus answering, said unto
them, They that are whole need not
ician ; but they that are sick.

2 I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.

33 And they said unto him, Why
do ﬂ;;kdilcipes of J?ihnhkﬁst often,
and e prayers, and likewise the
disciples of the Pharisees ; but thine
eat and drink ?

34 And he said unto them, Can ye
make the children of the bride-cham-
ber fast while the bridegroom is with
them ?

35 But the da mig ::ze, when
the bridegroom n away
from them, and then shall they fast
in those days.

36 And he spake also a parable
unto them : No man putteth a piece of
a new garment upon an old : if other-

this fact by Matthew, not only shows his modesty and humility, but adds much to the
weight of evidence in his favour, both as a man, and as a witness. See BLunt's Veracity

of the Glospels, Sect. i. 4.



208

HARMONY OF

[Pare v,

§ 68. Levi's feast.

MATTHEW.

oH. 1X. 10—17.
which is put in to fill it up, taketh
from the garment, and the rent is
made worse.

17 Neither do men put new wine
into old bottles : else the bottles break,
ﬂdﬂth;emn;ine ;unnt;th out, and the

ttles perish : but they put new wine
into new bottles, mdy Eoth are pre-
served.

MARK.
cH. 1. 15—22.
the new piece that filled it up, taketh
away from the old, and the rent is
e worse.

22 And no man putteth new wine
into old bottles: else the new wine
doth burst the bottles, and the wine is
spilled, and the bottles will be marred :
but new wine must be put into new
bottles.

§ 59. The raising of Jairus’s daughter.

Wlnlcuil Ix. 18—2&

18 ile he spake these things
unto rt:lem, beélold, rstll:ler;e?mh:n a cer-
tain ruler, and worship im, say-
ing, My émghter is even now deag :
but come and lay thy hand upon her,
and she shall live.

19 And Jesus arose, and followed
him, and so did his disciples.

20 (And behold, a woman which
was diseased with an issue of blood
twelve years, came behind Asm, and
touched the hem of his garment.

21 For she said within herself, If I
may but touch his garment, I shall be
whole,

22 But Jesus turned him about, and
when he saw her, he said, Daughter,
be of 'iood comfort: thy faith hath
made thee whole. And the woman
was made whole from that hour.)

cH. V. 22—43.

22 And behold, there cometh one
of the rulers of the e, Jairus
by name; and when he saw him, he
fell at hisdfebe:; "

23 An ought him tly, say-
ing, My little daughter ﬁ':}'j. {t t{e

int of death : 7 pray thee, come and

y thy hands on her, that she may
be healed ; and she shall live.

24 And Jesus went with him ; and

much ple followed him, and
thmnge«f;.;m ?
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